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United We Stand, Divided We Fall 
 

 
To Mayor & City Council: 
 
Re:  New Rental Housing Units under Building BC Community Housing Fund 
 
Please consider this a letter of support for the application from Nicola Native Lodge Society to construct 46 units 
of inter-generational affordable housing at 2640 Spring Bank Avenue, Merritt. 
 
This project will help to close the gaps identified in the Aboriginal Housing Management Associations report 
Closing the Gap, Housing Needs and Priorities of B.C.’s Urban Aboriginal People. 
 
The Calls to Action on Truth and Reconciliation speak to recognizing and providing culturally appropriate health, 
education and language opportunities to those Aboriginals not living on reserves.  The Calls to Action also 
recognize that “iv. The preservation, revitalization, and strengthening of Aboriginal languages and cultures are 
best managed by Aboriginal people and communities” (Calls to Action, 14(iv) ). Living in a centralized location 
will provide greater access to these culturally appropriate opportunities. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

 
 
Chief Jordan Joe 
 
	
	
	
	
	
	





 

 

January 14, 2021 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
Nicola Valley Institute of Technology [NVIT] is BC’s Indigenous Public Post-Secondary 
Institute.  Founded in 1983 by the five bands of the Nicola Valley, NVIT was created 
to provide a place for Indigenous people to study in a supportive environment.  NVIT 
is governed by a First Nations Board of Governors with representatives from the five 
founding bands.  NVIT is supported by an Elders Council with representatives from 
each of the founding bands as well as additional First Nation’s and Metis 
representatives.  Our Elders provide cultural support through smudging, prayers, 
cultural activities and social events for our learners. The Elders are a source of pride 
and comfort for NVIT. 
   
I understand that the Nicola Native Lodge Society is applying to rezone their 
property located at 2640 Spring Bank Ave, Merritt. Once rezoned the proposal is to 
construct a multi-family inter-generational project for Elders and families. The 
property has been owned by Nicola Native Lodge Society since 2004 and was 
purchased to provide long term, stable and affordable community housing. 
Encouraging and supporting a broad range of housing options is a noted priority for 
the City of Merritt.  
 
I fully support the rezoning and proposed housing project which would provide 
much needed housing for elders and families who are currently struggling to find 
safe, secure and affordable housing. The proposed housing will enhance and foster a 
broader sense of community within the City of Merritt.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Ken Tourand 
President & CEO 
NVIT 

TextMayor & Merritt City Council
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Letter of Support   

January 18, 2021 

To: 
Mayor Linda Brown & City Council 
PO Box 189 
2185 Voght Street, 
Merritt, BC, V1K 1B8 
 

On behalf of the Aboriginal Housing Management Association (AHMA), please accept this letter of 

support for Nicola Native Lodge Society (NNLS).   

AHMA is an umbrella organization composed of 41 Indigenous housing and service providers who serve 

over 5000 Indigenous families across BC. We are direct partners with Provincial government, and our 

mission is to advance the housing rights for all Indigenous Peoples living in BC. 

Nicola Native Lodge Society is applying to rezone their property located at 2640 Spring Bank Avenue in 

Merritt. Once rezoned, the proposal is to construct a multi-family inter-generational project for Elders 

and families. The property has been owned by Nicola Native Lodge Society since 2004 and was 

purchased to provide long term, stable and affordable housing. Encouraging and supporting a broad 

range of housing options is a noted priority for the City of Merritt. AHMA is confident that NNLS’s 

proposed housing will enhance and foster a broader sense of community with the City of Merritt.  

There remains significant uncertainty and lack of acknowledgement for Indigenous-specific housing 

needs and strategies in British Columbia. Through the delivery of culturally appropriate housing, the 

NNLS will not only help fill these gaps but ultimately strengthen and empower Indigenous community 

members in Merritt and throughout the Okanagan.  

AHMA is committed to the development of this new project as it will offer innovative and indigenized 

solutions that will provide desperately needed housing for elders and families who are currently 

struggling to find safe, secure, and affordable housing.  

 

All my relations,  

 

Margaret Pfoh 

Chief Executive Officer, AHMA 






