
Building set backs for Westside properties 

The governing document for airports is TP312 version 5.   It can be downloaded at 

https://www.tc.gc.ca/eng/civilaviation/publications/tp312-menu-4765.htm 

The system of classification is now based on Aircraft Group Number (AGN).     Merritt Regional Airport 

Saunder’s field has a runway width of 23m.  Our airport can handle an AGN of II. 

 

 

An AGN aircraft has a wing span less than 24 meters and a main gear span less than 6 meters. 

 

https://www.tc.gc.ca/eng/civilaviation/publications/tp312-menu-4765.htm


 

 

 

 

The B in the classification has to do with the weight the surface can handle.   Ours is a range of 60-

120MN/m3 

 

 



We are a non-instrument airport.   This means we have no landing system to aid aircraft on their 

approach path.    

 

Westside properties would be affected by transition zone requirements, not the approach path 

requirements. 

See picture below  

 

The approach slope is 4%.  The transitional area has a slope of 50% starting the runway strip for a 2b 

non- instrument airport.  



 

The transitional surface runs at a 50% for the edge of the runway strip.   Runway strip.  A defined area, 

which includes the runway and stopway where provided, intended to protect aircraft flying over it 

during take-off or landing operations. 

Merritt Runway strip is 40 meters from center line. 

 

 

 



See table 4-1(a) 

  

Notice the Obstacle limitation Surfaces are vertical 40 meters from the center line on a Non-instrument 

Aircraft group number of II.   



 

 

Conclusion from TP312 Version 5 in regards to development of the west side properties set backs.   

After 40 meters from the center line there the height restriction fall away quite quickly at a slope of 

50%.   Even with the strictest transitional slope of 33% that starting at 30 meters from the center line, 

most hangars and commercial building will be able to built on the west side properties.    

 



 

Red – the runway safety area or strip 

Yellow –Building restrictions at a slope of 50% 

 

 

By Geoff Scholtens 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


