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Friday, March 6, 2020

10:00 A.M.
Merritt Airport Terminal Building

4510 Airport Rd, Merritt, BC

Mission Statement: The City of Merritt is a progressive, attractive, economically viable City that is
socially responsible and environmentally sustainable.
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1. CALL TO ORDER

2. ADOPTION OF MINUTES

2.1 Airport Advisory Committee Minutes - February 19, 2020 3

Recommendation:
THAT the Minutes of the Airport Advisory Committee held on February
19, 2020 be adopted.

3. GENERAL MATTERS - Delegations and Recognitions

4. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

5. NEW BUSINESS

5.1 Committee Procedure Discussion

Discussion led by Chair Christopherson

5.2 Airstrip Walk

As per the Committee's request, the Committee members will walk the
airstrip with staff, to identify areas of known concern



5.3 Airstrip Maintenance 6

The Committee requested that Charlie Henderson, Public Works and
Engineering Services Manager, attend this meeting to discuss the current
approach to airport maintenance and what programs have already been
budgeted for 2020.

5.4 Promoting Development of the Airport

5.4.1 Potential OCP Amendment - Runway Access from West Side 10

Attachment provided by Geoff Scholtens.  The City will be
commencing the OCP Amendment process in 2020, with
estimated completion in mid 2021, but staff understands that the
Committee may be interested in advancing a recommendation
to amend the OCP as soon as possible.

5.4.2 Setbacks 11

Attachment provided by Geoff Scholtens

5.4.3 T-Hangers - Leases and Land Use

The Committee recommended this as a topic for discussion.

5.5 Airport Upgrades

Discussion about priority items for airport upgrades.  Lighting in particular
was suggested as an item for discussion.

6. TERMINATION OF MEETING
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MINUTES 

CITY OF MERRITT 

AIRPORT ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

 

Wednesday, February 19, 2020 

10:30 A.M. 

BOARD ROOM, CITY HALL 

2185 Voght Street 

Merritt, B.C 

 

PRESENT: Geoff Scholtens 

Rae Robinson 

Ron Klaus 

Ian Gordon 

Kurt Christopherson 

  

Gelina Gillas 

Doug Hamerton 

  

Sean Smith 

  

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

Councillor Christopherson called the meeting to order at 10:33am 

2. ADOPTION OF MINUTES 

3. GENERAL MATTERS - Delegations and Recognitions 

4. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

5. NEW BUSINESS 

5.1 Welcome from Council 

Introductory remarks by Councillor Kurt Christopherson 
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5.2 Council Committee Policy Overview and Oath of Confidentiality 

Brief overview on role of the chair and committee policy.  All Committee 

members will swear an oath of confidentiality. 

Each Committee Member, excepting those unable to attend, signed the 

Oath of Confidentiality. 

5.3 Election of Chair 

Committee members may nominate a fellow Committee member (or 

themselves) for the position of Committee Chair.  If there is only one 

nomination, the Chair will be elected by acclamation.  If there are multiple 

nominations, Committee Members will participate in an election by ballot. 

Geoff Scholtens and Kurt Christopherson were nominated for the position 

of Committee Chair.  Kurt Christopherson was elected having three votes, 

with Geoff Scholtens having two votes. 

5.4 Terms of Reference Review 

Discussion led by Sean Smith 

5.5 Discussion regarding Committee priorities 

The Committee will have a brief discussion regarding priorities and what 

priorities should be presented to Council. 

Request that the City provide information regarding existing 2020 plans for 

maintenance and projects at the airport.  Discussion about crack sealing 

being very high priority and that rubber sealant is the appropriate material 

to use. 

Request that Charlie Henderson attend the next Committee meeting to 

discuss maintenance plans for the airport. 

Ian to research classification.  Geoff to contact airport managers. 

5.6 Establish Regular Meetings 

Committee members to discuss the preferred frequency, date, time and 

location of Airport Advisory Committee meetings.  Should be at least 4 

times per year, or more often at the call of the Chair. 

March 6th @ 10:00am at the Merritt Airport Terminal Building. 
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6. TERMINATION OF MEETING 

Councillor Christopherson declared the meeting ended at 12:04pm 

 

 

_________________________ 

Corporate Officer 

Sean Smith 

Certified correct in accordance with Section 124(2) (c) of the Community Charter 

Confirmed on the ____ day of _____, 20____ 

 

_________________________ 

Chair 

Kurt Christopherson 
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West side access to runway 

It access would be called a Private Taxiway. 

 

 

According to Carol, the airport manager of Langley.    

There would need to be a hold back line 40 meters from center line on the taxiway.  This is not an issue 

because the airport property line is more than 40 meters from the edge of the runway. 

The taxiway will need to be named and have a minimum length of 6 inches. 

The taxiway must end in an apron with suitable room to maneuver.  This would be determined by the 

property owner.   

 

 

Geoff Scholtens 
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Building set backs for Westside properties 

The governing document for airports is TP312 version 5.   It can be downloaded at 

https://www.tc.gc.ca/eng/civilaviation/publications/tp312-menu-4765.htm 

The system of classification is now based on Aircraft Group Number (AGN).     Merritt Regional Airport 

Saunder’s field has a runway width of 23m.  Our airport can handle an AGN of II. 

 

 

An AGN aircraft has a wing span less than 24 meters and a main gear span less than 6 meters. 
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The B in the classification has to do with the weight the surface can handle.   Ours is a range of 60-

120MN/m3 
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We are a non-instrument airport.   This means we have no landing system to aid aircraft on their 

approach path.    

 

Westside properties would be affected by transition zone requirements, not the approach path 

requirements. 

See picture below  

 

The approach slope is 4%.  The transitional area has a slope of 50% starting the runway strip for a 2b 

non- instrument airport.  
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The transitional surface runs at a 50% for the edge of the runway strip.   Runway strip.  A defined area, 

which includes the runway and stopway where provided, intended to protect aircraft flying over it 

during take-off or landing operations. 

Merritt Runway strip is 40 meters from center line. 
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See table 4-1(a) 

  

Notice the Obstacle limitation Surfaces are vertical 40 meters from the center line on a Non-instrument 

Aircraft group number of II.   
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Conclusion from TP312 Version 5 in regards to development of the west side properties set backs.   

After 40 meters from the center line there the height restriction fall away quite quickly at a slope of 

50%.   Even with the strictest transitional slope of 33% that starting at 30 meters from the center line, 

most hangars and commercial building will be able to built on the west side properties.    
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Red – the runway safety area or strip 

Yellow –Building restrictions at a slope of 50% 

 

 

By Geoff Scholtens 
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