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1. CALL TO ORDER

1.1 Land Acknowledgement

We would like to begin this meeting by acknowledging that we are
gathered on the traditional, ancestral and unceded territories of the
Nlaka’pamux and Syilx people.

2. LATE ITEMS

3. PUBLIC INPUT 10 m

4. ADOPTION OF MINUTES

4.1 Regular Council Meeting Minutes - January 28, 2025 6

Recommendation:
THAT the Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting held on January 28,
2025 be adopted.

5. GENERAL MATTERS - Delegations and Recognitions

6. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

7. BYLAWS



7.1 Official Community Plan Amendment Bylaw 2383, 2024 and Zoning
Amendment Bylaw No. 2384, 2024

14

Recommendation:
THAT Council Adopt "Official Community Plan Amendment Bylaw No.
2383, 2024"

Recommendation:
THAT Council Adopt "Zoning Amendment Bylaw No. 2384, 2024”.

7.2 Subdivision and Development Servicing Bylaw No. 2381, 2024 18

Recommendation:
THAT Council Adopt “City of Merritt Subdivision and Development
Servicing Bylaw No. 2381, 2024”.

7.3 Land Use Amendment and Development Approval Procedures
Amendment Bylaw 2388, 2025

40

Recommendation:
THAT Council gives First Reading to the "City of Merritt Land Use
Amendment and Development Approval Procedures Amendment Bylaw
2388, 2025";

Recommendation:
THAT Council gives Second Reading to "City of Merritt Land Use
Amendment and Development Approval Procedures Amendment Bylaw
2388, 2025";

Recommendation:
THAT Council gives Third Reading "City of Merritt Land Use Amendment
and Development Approval Procedures Amendment Bylaw 2388, 2025".

7.4 City of Merritt Waterworks Bylaw No. 2392, 2025 50

Recommendation:
THAT Council give First Reading to “City of Merritt Waterworks Bylaw
No. 2392, 2025”;

Recommendation:
THAT Council give Second Reading to “City of Merritt Waterworks Bylaw
No. 2392, 2025”;

Recommendation:
THAT Council give Third Reading to “City of Merritt Waterworks Bylaw
No. 2392, 2025”.
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7.5 City of Merritt Sewer Bylaw 2393, 2025 81

Recommendation:
THAT Council give First Reading to “City of Merritt Sewer Bylaw 2393,
2025”;

Recommendation:
THAT Council give Second Reading to “City of Merritt Sewer Bylaw
2393, 2025;

Recommendation:
THAT Council give Third Reading to “City of Merritt Sewer Bylaw 2393,
2025”.

7.6 Fees and Charges Bylaw Amendment Bylaw No. 2394, 2025 105

Recommendation:
THAT Council give First Reading to “City of Merritt Fees and Charges
Bylaw, Amending Bylaw No. 2394, 2025”;

Recommendation:
THAT Council give Second Reading to “City of Merritt Fees and Charges
Bylaw, Amending Bylaw No. 2394, 2025”;

Recommendation:
THAT Council give Third Reading to “City of Merritt Fees and Charges
Bylaw, Amending Bylaw No. 2394, 2025’.

8. NEW BUSINESS

8.1 2025 Grant in Aid Application Review 128

Recommendation:
THAT Council review the 2025 Grant in Aid requests in Schedule A and
provide the type, amount and payment timing for each approved
application.

8.2 RCMP Costs and 2025-2029 Financial Plan Preparation 321

Recommendation:
THAT Council direct staff to include ____________in the 2025-2029
Financial Plan preparation.

Recommendation:
THAT Council receive the February 6, 2025 “Municipal Budget Process –
What we Heard” report of the Chief Administrative Officer for information.
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8.3 Municipal Development Corporation Feasibility Study 332

Recommendation:
THAT Council receive the Municipal Development Corporation Feasibility
Study;

Recommendation:
THAT Council approve Option A: Internal Housing Department, with an
optional external operational review after two years from the date of
launch.

8.4 2025 SILGA Resolutions 376

Recommendation:
THAT Council forward the attached resolutions to SILGA for
consideration at the 2025 SILGA Conference.

8.5 Council Appointments

Recommendation:
THAT Councillor _________ be appointed as Council Liaison to the
Merritt Rotary. 

Recommendation:
THAT Councillor _______________ be appointed as Council Liaison to
the Merritt Country Christmas Society Board.  

9. NOTICES OF MOTION

9.1 SILGA Call for Nominations

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor Etchart at the
January 28, 2025 Regular Council meeting.

Recommendation:
THAT Councillor Etchart is put forward to sit on the 2025 SILAGA Board. 

9.2 SILGA Conference Charity

The following Notice of Motion was presented by Councillor Etchart at the
January 28, 2025 Regular Council meeting.

Recommendation:
THAT Council select the Merritt Bread Basket Soup Bowl Society as the
charity to benefit from the 2025 SILGA Conference 50/50 draw.  
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10. REPORTS FROM COUNCIL

11. INFORMATION ITEMS

12. CLOSED SESSION

Recommendation:
THAT this meeting be closed to the public pursuant to Section 90 (1)(c) labour
relations or other employee relations, (e) the acquisition, disposition or
expropriation of land or improvements, if the council considers that disclosure
could reasonably be expected to harm the interests of the municipality; and (k)
negotiations and related discussions respecting the proposed provision of a
municipal service that are at their preliminary stages and that, in the view of the
council, could reasonably be expected to harm the interests of the municipality if
they were held in public of the Community Charter. 

12.1 Minutes

12.2 Section (90) 1 (c)

12.3 Section 90 1 (e) and (k)

12.4 Section 90 1 (k)

12.5 Section 90 1 (e) and (k)

13. TERMINATION OF MEETING
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MINUTES 

CITY OF MERRITT 

REGULAR MEETING OF COUNCIL 

 
Tuesday, January 28, 2025 

6:00 P.M. 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL 

2185 Voght Street 
Merritt, B.C 

 
PRESENT: Mayor M. Goetz 
 Councillor Y. Baxter 
 Councillor W. Charney 
 Councillor A. Etchart 
 Councillor P. Petroczi 
  
REGRETS: Councillor D. Egan 
 Councillor M. Olguin 
  
IN ATTENDANCE: Ms. C. White, Chief Administrative Officer 
 Ms. L. Brick, Director of Corporate Services 
 Mr. R. Green, Director of Public Works and Engineering 

Services 
 Mr. K. Natkinniemi, Director of Finance and Human 

Resources & CFO 
 Mr. D. Zakall, Director of Community Services 
 Ms. H. Ferris, Housing Director 
 Mr. S. Huang, Planner 
 Ms. K. Shah, Planner 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Goetz called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm. 

1.1 Land Acknowledgement 

We would like to begin this meeting by acknowledging that we are 
gathered on the traditional, ancestral and unceded territories of the 
Nlaka’pamux and Syilx people. 

2. LATE ITEMS 

THAT item 6.2 be removed from the agenda.  
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Moved, Seconded, CARRIED 
 

3. PUBLIC INPUT 

Nil 

4. ADOPTION OF MINUTES 

4.1 Regular Council Meeting Minutes - January 14, 2025 

THAT the Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting held on January 
14, 2025 be adopted. 

Moved, Seconded, CARRIED 
 

5. PUBLIC HEARING 

Public Hearing regarding Official Community Plan Amendment Bylaw No. 2383, 
2024, and Zoning Amendment Bylaw No. 2384, 2024 (1101 Midday Valley Road). 

Mayor Goetz recessed to the public hearing at 6:02 pm 

5.1 Opening by the Mayor 

Mayor Goetz reviewed the procedures for the Public Hearing.  

5.2 Introduction of Bylaws by Clerk 

Ms. Brick, Director of Corporate Services, introduced the Bylaws and 
confirmed statutory notice requirements have been met for the Public 
Hearing. 

5.3 Presentation by Staff 

Presentation: Mr. Shiming Huang, Planner 

Mr. Huang, Planner, provided Council with an overview of the proposed 
amendments to the Official Community Plan and Zoning Bylaw.   

5.4 Representations from the Public 

Nil 

5.5 Questions from Council 

Nil 

5.6 Council Resolution 

THAT Council receives this report as information. 

Moved, Seconded, CARRIED 
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5.7 Closing 

THAT the January 28, 2025 Public Hearing regarding Bylaws 2383 
and 2384 is closed; 

AND THAT "Official Community Plan Amendment Bylaw No. 2383, 
2024" and “Zoning Amendment Bylaw No. 2384, 2024” are returned 
to Council for further consideration. 

Moved, Seconded, CARRIED 

Mayor Goetz reconvened the regular meeting at 6:07 pm. 
 

6. GENERAL MATTERS - Delegations and Recognitions 

6.1 Walk of Stars Society 

Ms. Melvina White spoke in support of the Walk of Stars request to place 
two signs on public land at Exit 290.  

6.2 Merritt & Nicola Valley Destination Marketing Society 

Item withdrawn from agenda. 

7. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Nil 

8. BYLAWS 

8.1 Official Community Plan Amendment Bylaw No. 2383, 2024 and 
Zoning Amendment Bylaw No. 2384, 2024 

THAT Council read "Official Community Plan Amendment Bylaw No. 
2383, 2024" a Third Time;  

Moved, Seconded, CARRIED 
 

THAT Council read "Zoning Amendment Bylaw No. 2384, 2024" a 
Third Time.  

Moved, Seconded, CARRIED 
 

8.2 Subdivision and Development Servicing Bylaw No. 2381, 2024 

THAT Council gives First Reading to “City of Merritt Subdivision and 
Development Servicing Bylaw No. 2381, 2024”; 

Moved, Seconded, CARRIED 
 

THAT Council gives Second Reading to “City of Merritt Subdivision 
and Development Servicing Bylaw No. 2381, 2024”;   
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Moved, Seconded, CARRIED 
 

THAT Council gives Third Reading to “City of Merritt Subdivision and 
Development Servicing Bylaw No. 2381, 2024”.  

Moved, Seconded, CARRIED 
 

9. NEW BUSINESS 

9.1 Remedial Action Requirement - Unsightly Property at 1990 Houston 
Street 

Mr. Clive Hack, property owner, spoke to Council advising that he has 
recently purchased the property and is in the process of cleaning it up. He 
noted that he intends to install screening on the fencing.   

The meeting recessed at 6:36 pm and resumed at 6:38 pm.   

WHEREAS section 74 of the Community Charter, SBC 2003, c. 26 (the 
“Community Charter”) authorizes Council for the City of Merritt (the 
“City”) to impose a remedial action requirement on the owner or 
occupier of land in relation to a declared nuisance; 

AND WHEREAS Clive Boris Hack (the “Owner”) is the registered 
owner of the following property: 

1990 Houston Street 

PID: 004-980-948 

LOT A, BLOCK 144, PLAN KAP717, DISTRICT LOT 123, KAMLOOPS 
DIV OF YALE LAND DISTRICT, OF LOT 1 

AND WHEREAS Council for the City of Merritt have received and 
reviewed the staff report dated December 20, 2024 in relation to the 
Property (the “Report”); 

NOW THEREFORE, the Council of the City of Merritt resolves as 
follows: 

1. THAT based on the information contained in the Report, and 
pursuant to section 74 of the Community Charter, the 
following items and/or materials which are kept outside on the 
Property, including in any area which is under a roof but is in 
part open to the outside, are hereby declared to be a nuisance: 

o Trailers 
o Campers; 
o Boats; 
o Tires;  
o Ladders, chairs, tarps, and tents; 
o Piles of wood, and lumber; 
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o Assorted tools and machinery; 
o Rubbish (including, but not limited to buckets, containers, 

plastic materials, wood pallets, cardboard, garbage bags)  
o Shelves;  
o Gym equipment;  
o Metals (including but not limited to bike parts, fire pits, and 

propane tanks, and scrap metal); and, 
o Other Discarded Materials. 

(the “Nuisance Materials”) 

2. THAT pursuant to section 72 of the Community Charter, the 
Owner is hereby required to remove the Nuisance Materials 
from the Property (the “Remedial Action Requirement”); 

3. THAT the Owner must complete the Remedial Action 
Requirement within 60 days after notice of this Resolution is 
given to the Owners; 

4. THAT if the Remedial Action Requirement is not completed 
within the deadline set out in paragraph 3 of this Resolution, 
the City and its agents, contractors or employees may 
pursuant to section 17 of the Community Charter undertake 
any or all of the actions necessary to fulfill the Remedial 
Action Requirement at the expense of the Owner, and such 
actions may include disposing of the Nuisance Materials in a 
landfill; and, 

5. THAT the City may recover from the Owner all of the City’s 
costs the City of Merritt incurred by fulfilling the Remedial 
Action Requirement as a debt or as property taxes on the 
Properties pursuant to sections 258 and 259 of the Community 
Charter. 

Moved, Seconded, CARRIED 
 

9.2 Development Variance Permit - 1840 Nicola Avenue 

Council discussed fence heights of comparable properties.   

THAT Council grants Development Variance Permit 2024-006, to vary 
Section 4.14.4.a of the Zoning Bylaw 2284, 2020, to allow for 
increased fence of 1.83m height between Front Parcel Line and Front 
Building Line instead of the permitted 1.25m (maximum), at 1840 
Nicola Avenue. 

Against (1): Wendy Charney 

Moved, Seconded, CARRIED 

 
9.3 Transit Routes and Rates 
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THAT Council approve an increase in transit fares as per Option 3 
presented by BC Transit, as of April 1, 2025;  

AND THAT Council approves the reinstatement of Routes 2 and 3 as 
per operations pre-November 2021. 

Moved, Seconded, CARRIED 
 

9.4 Food Bank Development 

Staff advised they will be arranging a site visit for Council to a similar 
project in Squamish.   

THAT Council approve City Staff formalizing a working partnership 
with the Nicola Valley Foodbank to assist with their build located at 
1898 Blair Street and 2352 Quilchena Avenue;  

AND THAT Council direct staff to move forward with securing 
contractors for a space use analysis and conceptual design and 
class C budget and consultants for the Foodbank & Housing Build 
with a budget of up to $100,000. 

Moved, Seconded, CARRIED 
 

9.5 Economic Development Report 

THAT Council receive the January 24, 2025 report of the Chief 
Administrative Officer entitled “Economic Development” for 
information; 

AND THAT Council direct staff to schedule a Committee of the Whole 
to support discussions for prioritization of items within the 2022-
2031 Economic Development Strategy. 

Moved, Seconded, CARRIED 
 

9.6 2025 BC Hydro Community ReGreening Program 

THAT the January 21, 2025 report of the Grant Coordinator entitled 
"2025 BC Hydro Community ReGreening Program" be received for 
information.  

Moved, Seconded, CARRIED 
 

9.7 SILGA Resolutions 

To bring forward and discuss any proposed resolutions to be submitted to 
SILGA/UBCM.  

Council advised they will submit topics for consideration via email.  
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10. NOTICES OF MOTION 

Councillor Etchart proposed the following Notices of Motion:  

1) THAT Council select the Nicola Valley Bread Basket as the charity of choice 
for the 2025 SILGA Convention.  

2)  THAT Councillor Etchart be put forward as the City of Merritt representative 
on the SILGA Board.  

11. CAO UPDATE 

CAO White provided an update on activities of staff noting that staff will be 
reviewing the Recreation Master Plan. CAO White noted that the new electric 
vehicles have been delivered and provided updates on upcoming meetings and 
the budget open house.  

11.1 Fire Department Statistics  

11.2 Council Resolutions 

11.3 December 2024 CPO Report 

12. REPORTS FROM COUNCIL 

Councillor Etchart reported on his attendance at City meetings and the SILGA 
convention planning meeting. 

Councillor Charney reported on her participation in creating a City of Merritt 
recycling video, attendance at the ESS meeting, and the SILGA convention 
planning meeting. 

Councillor Baxter reported on her attendance at City meetings. 

Mayor Goetz reported on his attendance at Nicola Meadows, Minister meeting 
regarding the hospital, Food Bank meeting, TNRD meeting and support of high 
school programs. 

13. INFORMATION ITEMS 

13.1 Year End Report - Visitor Information Centre at the Baillie House 

13.2 Letter from City of Kamloops re: Delinquent Property Taxes 

It was noted the Provincial Government has expressed concern regarding 
this matter, staff will be providing more information on the impact to the 
City of delinquent property taxes.  
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14. TERMINATION OF MEETING 

The Mayor declared the meeting ended at 7:20 pm. 

 
 

_________________________ 

Corporate Officer 

Linda Brick 

Certified correct in accordance with Section 124(2) (c) of the Community Charter 

Confirmed on the ____ day of _____, 20____ 

 

_________________________ 

Mayor 

Michael Goetz 
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CITY OF MERRITT 

BYLAW 2383 

A BYLAW TO AMEND THE OFFICIAL COMMUNITY PLAN 

WHEREAS the Municipal Council of the City of Merritt has received an application to amend the City of 

Merritt Official Community Plan Bylaw No 2336, 2022; 

NOW THEREFORE the Municipal Council for the City of Merritt in open meeting assembled, ENACTS AS 

FOLLOWS: 

Citation 

1. This Bylaw shall be cited as the “Official Community Plan Amendment Bylaw No. 2383, 2024”.

Amendments

2. The Land Use Designation Map, being Appendix A of the Official Community Plan No. 2336,

2022, is amended to change the parcels legally described as “LOT 3 DISTRICT LOT 166

KAMLOOPS DIVISION YALE DISTRICT PLAN KAP84527, PID: 027-162-796”, from “Future

Development” to “Industrial” and would appear as attached in Schedule “A” which forms part of

this Bylaw.

READ A FIRST TIME this 

READ A SECOND TIME this 

PUBLIC HEARING this 

READ A THIRD TIME this 

ADOPTED this 

____________________ 
Michael Goetz 
Mayor 

26th day of November, 2024

26th day of November, 2024

28th day of January, 2025 

28th day of January, 2025 

____ day of ____, 2025 

____________________ 
Linda Brick 
Corporate Officer 
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Bylaw 2384, 2024 – A Bylaw to amend the Zoning Bylaw 

CITY OF MERRITT 

BYLAW 2384 

A BYLAW TO AMEND THE ZONING BYLAW 

WHEREAS the Municipal Council of the City of Merritt has received an application to amend the City of 

Merritt Zoning Bylaw No. 2284, 2020; 

AND WHEREAS the zoning amendment conforms to the City of Merritt Official Community Plan Bylaw 

No. 2336, 2022 as amended; 

NOW THEREFORE the Municipal Council for the City of Merritt, in open meeting assembled, ENACTS AS 

FOLLOWS: 

Citation 

1. This Bylaw shall be cited as the “Zoning Amendment Bylaw No. 2384, 2024”.

Amendments

2. That the Official Zoning Map, being Schedule “A” of the City of Merritt Zoning Bylaw No. 2284,

2020, is amended by changing the zoning designation of the parcel legally described as “LOT 3

DISTRICT LOT 166 KAMLOOPS DIVISION YALE DISTRICT PLAN KAP84527, PID: 027-162-796”, from

“Comprehensive Development – Residential Commercial (CD1-RC)” to “Light Industrial (M1)”,

and would appear as attached in Schedule “A” which forms part of this Bylaw.

READ A FIRST TIME this 

READ A SECOND TIME this 

PUBLIC HEARING this 

READ A THIRD TIME this 

ADOPTED this 

____________________ 

Michael Goetz 

Mayor 

26th day of November, 2024

26th day of November, 2024 

28th day of January, 2025 

28th day of January, 2025 

____ day of ____, 2025 

____________________ 

Linda Brick 

Corporate Officer 
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CITY OF MERRITT 

 
BYLAW NO. 2381 

A BYLAW TO REGULATE THE SUBDIVISION AND DEVELOPMENT OF LAND 
AND THE PROVISION OF WORKS AND SERVICES THEREFOR 

 
 
The Municipal Council for the City of Merritt in open meeting assembled, enacts as follows: 

1.0 ADMINISTRATION 

1.1 Citation 

1.1.1 This Bylaw may be cited for all purposes as the “City of Merritt Subdivision and Development 

Servicing Bylaw No. 2381, 2024”. 

1.2 Application 

1.2.1 This Bylaw shall apply to all applications for the Subdivision and Development of land and for 

the provision of Works and Services within the area incorporated as the City of Merritt. 

1.2.2 All Works and Services required by this Bylaw shall be design and constructed in accordance 

with the provisions of this Bylaw. 

1.3 Delegation of Authority 

1.3.1 The Approving Officer is hereby delegated the powers to administer and enforce the provisions 

of this Bylaw with respect to the Subdivision of land, including to execute and amend all forms 

necessary for the Subdivision of land in accordance with this Bylaw and to exempt a parcel 

from the minimum frontage requirements under the Local Government Act. 

1.3.2 The Building Official is hereby delegated the powers to administer and enforce the provisions 

of this Bylaw with respect to the Development of land, including to execute and amend all 

forms necessary for the Development of land in accordance with this Bylaw. 

1.3.3 The Servicing Officer is hereby delegated the powers to administer and enforce the provisions 

of this Bylaw with respect to the design and construction of Works and Services, including to 

execute and amend all forms necessary for the provision of Works and Services in accordance 

with this Bylaw. 

1.4 Interpretation 

1.4.1 In this Bylaw, defined terms are denoted with capitalization. Headings are included for 

convenience only and should not be relied upon for interpretation. 
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1.4.2 Words, phrases, and terms not defined in this Bylaw shall be interpreted as in the Local 

Government Act, Land Title Act, Community Charter, or the Interpretation Act, or if not therein 

defined shall be given their usual and customary meaning for the purpose of interpreting this 

Bylaw. 

1.4.3 Words used in the present tense include the other tenses and derivative forms; words used in 

the singular include the plural and vice versa; the word “person” includes a corporation, firm, 

partnerships, trusts, and other similar entities as well as an individual. 

1.4.4 Where a regulation involves two or more conditions, provisions, or events, connected by the 

conjunction "and", all the connected items are required; "or" means that any one will suffice, 

but does not prohibit fulfillment of multiple conditions, provisions, or events. 

1.4.5 Any enactment or bylaw referenced herein includes the enactment or bylaw as amended, 

revised, consolidated, or replaced from time to time. 

1.4.6 If any part, section, paragraph, or phrase of this Bylaw is for any reason held to be invalid by 

the decision of a Court of competent jurisdiction, such decision will not affect the validity of 

the remaining portions of this Bylaw. 

1.4.7 Any unit of measure in this Bylaw shall be interpreted as a metric unit using SI conventions 

unless otherwise noted. Imperial or converted units of measure shown in brackets after 

another unit of measure are for convenience only and do not form part of this Bylaw.  

1.5 Definitions 

In this Bylaw, unless the context otherwise requires: 

“Application Submission and Data Standards” means the City’s Application Submission and 

Data Standards policy. See Section 1.6. 

“Approving Officer” means a person appointed by City as an approving officer of the City under 

the Land Title Act, and includes their lawful designates. 

“Building Bylaw” means the City of Merritt Building Bylaw No. 1865, 2003, as amended or 

replaced. 

“Building Official” has the same meaning as “qualified building official” in the Building Act and 

means the person appointed by the City to fulfill the duties assigned by the Building Bylaw, and 

includes their lawful designates. 

“Building Permit” has the same meaning as in the Building Bylaw. 

“Bylaw” when used in isolation means the City of Merritt Subdivision and Development 

Servicing Bylaw No. 2381, 2024, as amended or replaced. 

“Certificate of Acceptance” means a notice issued in the City’s standard form in accordance 

with Section 5.11.3 accepting the Works and Services to be vested in, be owned by, and be the 
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responsibility of the City for ongoing operation, maintenance, repair, and eventual 

replacement. 

“City” means the Corporation of the City of Merritt. 

“Construction Authorization” means a notice issued in the City’s standard form in accordance 

with Section 5.6 authorizing an Owner to proceed with construction of Works and Services 

within City road right-of-way. 

“Design Authorization” means a notice issued in the City’s standard form in accordance with 

Section 5.5, authorizing a design for construction, insofar as it is in strict conformance with the 

provisions of this Bylaw or with any variances explicitly authorized by the Servicing Officer. 

Design Authorization is an administrative assurance that a design is in general conformance 

with the provisions of this Bylaw and is not an affirmation that the design complies with the 

provisions of this Bylaw, nor is it a technical endorsement of a design. 

“Develop” or “Development” means any alteration or construction upon a parcel for which the 

Building Bylaw requires a Building Permit to be issued. 

“Excess” or “Extended” means those Works and Services in respect of: 

 a portion of a Highway system that will provide access to land other than the land being 

Subdivided or Developed, or 

 a portion of a water, sewage, or drainage system that will serve land other than the land 

being Subdivided or Developed. 

“Highway” has the same meaning as in the Land Title Act, but does not include a statutory 

right-of-way or easement on private property. 

“Infrastructure Construction Standards” means the City’s Infrastructure Construction Standards 

policy. See Section 1.6. 

“Infrastructure Design Standards” means the City’s Infrastructure Design Standards policy. See 

Section 1.6. 

“Maintenance Period” means the later of: 

 a period of one (1) year from the date on which the requirements of Section 5.9 are 

completed to the satisfaction of the Servicing Officer, or 

 the period ending on date the requirements of Section 5.11 are completed to the 

satisfaction of the Servicing Officer. 

“Maintenance Security” means a financial security in a form acceptable to the City, provided 

under the terms of a Servicing Agreement, in the amount that is the greater of $15,000 and 5% 

of the actual construction cost of the Works and Services plus 200% of the cost of completing 

any outstanding work, including the repair of any deficiencies, as estimated by the Owner’s 

Engineer and accepted by the Servicing Officer. 
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“Official Community Plan” or “OCP” means the City of Merritt Official Community Plan Bylaw 

No. 2336, 2022, as amended or replaced. 

“Owner” has the same meaning as defined in the Assessment Act. 

“Owner’s Engineer” means a suitably qualified professional engineer, registered in good 

standing with Engineers and Geoscientists BC, who is retained by an Owner to design, inspect, 

test, and certify all Works and Services required as a condition of the Owner’s Subdivision or 

Development approval.  

“Peer Review” has the same meaning as defined in the “Professional Practice Guidelines – Peer 

Review” document published by Engineers and Geoscientists BC. 

“Performance Security” means a financial security in a form acceptable to the City, provided 

under the terms of a Servicing Agreement, in the amount that is the greater of $25,000 and 

140% of the cost of the Works and Services as estimated by the Owner’s Engineer and 

accepted by the Servicing Officer (125% if the Servicing Officer has granted Design 

Authorization). 

“Preliminary Layout Review Letter” means a letter issued by the Approving Officer in 

accordance with Section 3.13.1.2. 

“Road Dedication” means a Subdivision to provide a portion of land for Highway use to the City. 

“Servicing Area” means an area of the City to which a specific standard for the provision of 

Works and Services has been designated. 

“Servicing Agreement” means an agreement between an Owner and the City, in the City’s 

standard form, for the purposes outlined in the Local Government Act, Section 509(2) and 

pursuant to the Land Title Act, Section 219. 

“Servicing Officer” means a person appointed by the City to fulfill the duties assigned by this 

Bylaw, and includes their lawful designates. 

“Subdivision” has the same definition as in the Land Title Act. 

“Subdivision Approval” means the approval of a Subdivision plan in accordance with the Land 

Title Act. 

“Substantial Performance” means the stage of completion when the Works and Services are 
ready for use for their intended purpose and any outstanding or deficient Works and Services 
are capable of completion or correction at a cost of not more than: 

 3% of the first $500,000 of the Performance Security amount, 

 2% of the next $500,000 of the Performance Security amount, and 

 1% of the balance of the Performance Security amount. 

“Total Performance” means the stage of completion when the Works and Services, including all 

deficiencies and incomplete work, have been Substantially Performed as required under 
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Sections 5.9 and the Maintenance Period for all works as outlined in Section 5.10 has 

concluded. 

“Works and Services” means such infrastructure as highways, boulevards, sidewalks, transit 

bays or shelters, boulevard amenities, transportation systems or amenities, street lighting, 

underground wiring, water supply or distribution systems, fire hydrant systems, sewage 

collection or disposal systems, drainage collection or disposal systems, or any other such 

infrastructure necessary in the opinion of the Servicing Officer to support the Subdivision or 

Development of land. 

“Zoning Bylaw” means the City of Merritt Zoning Bylaw No. 2284, 2020, as amended or 

replaced. 

1.6 Administrative Policies 

1.6.1 This Bylaw references the following administrative policy documents, which are supplemental 

to and do not form part of this Bylaw. These policies may be amended at the discretion of the 

City’s Chief Administrative Officer in accordance with best practices and in the interest of the 

City. 

a. City of Merritt Infrastructure Design Standards policy, 

b. City of Merritt Infrastructure Construction Standards policy, and 

c. City of Merritt Application Submission and Data Standards policy. 

2.0 SERVICING STANDARDS 

2.1.1 For the purpose of defining different levels of servicing standards for specific areas of the City, 

Servicing Areas have been designated as outlined in Table 2.1 – Servicing Areas. 

Table 2.1 – Servicing Areas 

Service Area Description 

1.  City Centre The area defined in the OCP as the “City Centre Urban Village”. 

2.  Urban Village The areas defined in the OCP as an “Urban Village”, excluding the City Centre. 

3.  Suburban All areas not defined in the OCP as an “Urban Village” with zoning other than those 
identified in the “Rural” Service Area. 

4.  Rural All areas not defined in the OCP as an “Urban Village” with AR1, R5, or M2 zoning. 

  

2.1.2 The Approving Officer or Building Official shall require, as a condition of Subdivision or 

Development approval, that a proposed Subdivision or Development within a designated 

Servicing Area be serviced to the minimum standard for that designation as outlined in Table 

2.2 – Servicing Area Standards. 

2.1.3 Works and Services necessary to service a proposed Subdivision or Development in accordance 

with the requirements of this section must be designed to the Infrastructure Design Standards 

policy, and constructed to the Infrastructure Construction Standards policy. 
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Table Error! No text of specified style in document..1 – Servicing Area Standards 

Service Area 
Highways & Transportation1 

Water2 Sanitary 
Sewer3 

Storm 
Drainage

4 

Street 
Lighting5 

3rd Party 
Utilities6 Arterial Collector Local 

1. City Centre 
R-1A 

(25 m) 
R-1C 

(20 m)7 

R-1L 
(20 m) 

CWS CSS EDS FCL UGS 

2. Urban Village 
R-2A 

(24 m) 
R-2C 

(20 m)7 

R-2L 
(18 m) 

CWS CSS EDS FCL UGS 

3. Suburban 
R-3A 

(22 m) 
R-3C 

(20 m)7 

R-3L 
(18 m) 

CWS CSS EDS FCL 
UGS/OH

S 

4. Rural 
R-4A 

(25 m) 
R-4C 

(20 m) 
R-4L 

(20 m) 
PWS PSD ODS IOL OHS 

Notes: 

1see Section Error! Reference 
source not found. 

7add 2 m if Bike Lanes indicated 

2 See Error! 
Reference 
source not 

found. 

3 See 
Error! 

Referenc
e source 

not 
found. 

4 See 
Error! 

Reference 
source 

not found. 

5 See 
Error! 

Reference 
source 

not 
found. 

6 See 
Error! 

Referenc
e source 

not 
found. 

 
2.1.4 Highways and Transportation Systems 

a. Any lot created by Subdivision or any lot subject to Development that would result in three 

or more residential units upon a lot or any addition of commercial, industrial, or 

institutional area must be serviced and accessible by a Highway constructed to the 

designated typical cross-section standard as described in the Infrastructure Design 

Standards and Infrastructure Construction Standards policies, with a minimum road right-of-

way width as indicated. 

b. Any lot created by Subdivision and any lot subject to Development may be required to 

provide, in conjunction with Highways, sustainable design features or transportation 

infrastructure that supports walking, bicycling, public transit, or other alternative forms of 

transportation and up to  5 m additional dedication to accommodate, where warranted in 

the opinion of the Servicing Officer to adequately service the proposed Subdivision or 

Development or where indicated in a Council-endorsed transportation plan. 

c. Notwithstanding Section 2.1.4a, at the discretion of the Servicing Officer, with consideration 

to Section 5.1, the designated standard may be applied to any Development. 

2.1.5 Water Supply and Distribution Systems 

a. Community Water System (CWS): Any lot created by Subdivision and any lot subject to 

Development that would result in one or more residential units or any additional area of 

non-residential uses upon a lot must be serviced by the City’s water distribution network 

under this designation. A new CWS must be designed in accordance with the provisions of 

this Bylaw as an extension of the City’s water supply and distribution network.  

b. Private Water System (PWS): Under this designation, any proposed Subdivision or 

Development must connect to the City’s CWS if the proposed Subdivision or Development 

abuts the City’s CWS or where not abutting, if the CWS could reasonably be extended in the 

opinion of the Servicing Officer. Any lot created by Subdivision and any lot subject to 

Development that is not serviced or able to be serviced by the City’s CWS, in the opinion of 

the Servicing Officer, must be serviced by a proven private water supply under this 
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designation. A PWS must be designed by a suitably qualified professional engineer and be 

acceptable to the Servicing Officer and the Interior Health Authority.  

c. Notwithstanding Section 2.1.5a, at the discretion of the Servicing Officer, with consideration 

to Section 5.1, the designated standard may be applied to any Development. 

2.1.6 Sanitary Sewer Collection and Disposal Systems 

a. Community Sewer System (CSS): Any lot created by Subdivision and any lot subject to 

Development that would result in one or more residential units or any additional area of 

non-residential uses upon a lot must be serviced by the City’s sanitary sewer network under 

this designation. A new CSS must be designed in accordance with the provisions of this 

Bylaw as an extension of the City’s sanitary sewer collection and disposal network.  

b. Private Sewage Disposal (PSD) system: Under this designation, any proposed lot, or 

Development upon a lot, under 2 Ha in area must connect to the City’s CSS. Any proposed 

lot, or Development upon a lot, over 2 Ha in area that is not serviced by the City’s CSS, or 

reasonably able to be serviced in the opinion of the Servicing Officer, must be provided with 

a private sewage disposal system under this designation. A PSD system must be designed by 

a suitably qualified professional engineer or authorized person as per the Public Health Act 

Sewerage System Regulation and be acceptable to the Servicing Officer and the Interior 

Health Authority. Private sewage disposal systems are not permitted within 200 m of a CWS 

source well or within any area designated by the City as a groundwater protection zone. 

c. Notwithstanding Section 2.1.6a, at the discretion of the Servicing Officer, with consideration 

to Section 5.1, the designated standard may be applied to any Development. 

2.1.7 Storm Drainage Conveyance and Disposal Systems 

a. Enclosed Drainage Systems (EDS): Any lot created by Subdivision and any lot subject to 

Development that would result in one or more residential units or any additional area of 

non-residential uses upon a lot must be serviced under this designation by an enclosed 

drainage system to convey minor storm events and an open or enclosed drainage system to 

convey major storm events. 

b. Open Drainage Systems (ODS): Any lot created by Subdivision and any lot subject to 

Development that would result in one or more residential units or any additional area of 

non-residential uses upon a lot must be serviced under this designation by an open or 

enclosed drainage system to convey minor and major storm events. 

c. Notwithstanding Section 2.1.7a or b, at the discretion of the Servicing Officer, with 

consideration to Section 5.1, the designated standard may be applied to any Development. 

2.1.8 Street Lighting 

a. Full Corridor Lighting (FCL): Any Subdivision or Development required to provide Highways 

must provide such Highways, or improve such existing Highways, with a dedicated street 

lighting system under this designation, except that a lease-light street lighting system on 
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utility poles may be permitted in the case where overhead wiring systems (OHS) are 

designated. 

b. Intersection-Only Lighting (IOL): 

.i Any Subdivision required to provide Highways must provide such Highways, or improve 

such existing Highways, with a dedicated street lighting system within the stopping sight 

distance of any intersections, as assessed in accordance with the provisions of this Bylaw, 

within and proximal to the Subdivision under this designation, except that a lease-light 

street lighting system on utility poles may be permitted in the case where overhead 

wiring systems (OHS) are designated. 

.ii Any Development required to provide Highways must provide such Highways, or improve 

such existing Highways, with a dedicated street lighting system under this designation if 

the Highway fronting the Development is located within the stopping sight distance of an 

intersection, as assessed in accordance with the provisions of this Bylaw, except that a 

lease-light street lighting system on existing utility poles may be permitted in the case 

where overhead electrical systems (OHS) are designated. 

2.1.9 Third Party Utilities: Electrical, Telecommunications, and Natural Gas 

a. Underground System (UGS): the provision of natural gas service, electrical and 

telecommunication wiring, vaults, and routing infrastructure, including all pipes, ducting, 

service wiring, and junction boxes, shall be provided underground under this designation. 

b. Overhead System (OHS): the provision of electrical and telecommunication wiring may be 

provided overhead where acceptable to the utility under this designation; this excludes all 

service lines and any wiring within a Wildfire Hazard DP area (as identified in the OCP), 

which shall be provided underground. Natural gas services must be installed underground. 

c. Within the “Suburban” Servicing Area the following designations apply: in the case of 

Subdivision and Development resulting in three or more residential units upon a lot or any 

addition of area for non-residential uses, UGS; in the case of Development resulting in less 

than three residential units upon a lot or no additional area for non-residential uses, OHS. 

d. Notwithstanding Section 2.1.9c, at the discretion of the Servicing Officer, with consideration 

to matching adjacent conditions, the UGS standard may be applied to any Development 

within the “Suburban” Servicing Area. 

2.1.10 Where this Bylaw requires the provision of a community water system, a community sewer 

system, or an enclosed drainage system, the Servicing Officer may require such system be 

connected to City’s respective system. 

3.0 SUBDIVISION REQUIREMENTS 

3.1 Preliminary Layout Review 

3.1.1 An Owner who wishes to Subdivide land shall provide to the City, prior to making an 

application for Subdivision Approval, such information as the Approving Officer may require to 
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verify if the proposed Subdivision would be against the public interest or otherwise unsuitable 

for Subdivision. 

3.1.2 Following receipt of such information as may be required, the Approving Officer will provide 

the Owner with a Preliminary Layout Review (PLR) Letter advising the Owner of the Approving 

Officer’s preliminary determination and, if not against the public interest or otherwise 

unsuitable for Subdivision, what the Owner must include in the application for Subdivision 

Approval. 

3.1.3 The provision of preliminary information by the Owner does not constitute an application for 

Subdivision Approval under this Bylaw or the Land Title Act, nor does the issuance of a PLR 

Letter constitute or imply approval of a Subdivision. 

3.2 Requirements for Works and Services 

3.2.1 Works and Services, when required as a condition of Subdivision approval, must be provided to 

the servicing standards outlined in Section 2.0 and in accordance with the procedures outlined 

in Section 5.0: 

a. to adequately service and access all proposed lots,  

b. on that portion of a Highway immediately adjacent to the site being Subdivided, up to the 

centreline of the Highway, and 

c. where otherwise necessary, in the opinion of the Servicing Officer, to adequately service the 

Subdivision, mitigate directly attributable impacts, and maintain existing Works and 

Services. 

3.3 Requirements for Road Dedication 

3.3.1 Road Dedication to establish a new Highway through lands being Subdivided may be to 

adequately access proposed lots, to provide access to lands beyond that being Subdivided, or 

as indicated in the Transportation Map of the OCP. Such Highways may be required to be 

provided without compensation to a maximum width of 20 m, except that: 

a. the maximum width is 25 m where such Highway includes sustainable design features or 

transportation infrastructure supporting walking, bicycling, public transit, or other 

alternative forms of transportation; and 

b. the width must not exceed the width indicated in Section 2.0 for that Highway; and  

3.3.2 Road Dedication to widen an existing Highway fronting the land being Subdivided may be 

required to be provided without compensation to a width that is the lesser of 10 m and the 

difference between the current width and 20 m, except that:  

a. where the Highway include sustainable design features or transportation infrastructure 

supporting walking, bicycling, public transit, or other alternative forms of transportation, up 

to an additional 5 m of width may be required to be dedicated; and 
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b. the dedication must not result in a width from the ultimate design centreline of the 

Highway exceeding half the width indicated in Section 2.0 for that Highway unless a natural, 

hazardous, or fixed condition opposite the land being Subdivided would, in the opinion of 

the Approving Officer, make achieving the indicated Highway width impractical or infeasible. 

3.3.3 Where, in the opinion of the Approving Officer, a paved roadway width of 8 m (13 m if the 

roadway is providing alternative forms of transportation) within or fronting a proposed 

Subdivision cannot be adequately supported, protected, or drained, then additional width to 

permit the Highway to be supported, protected, or drained may be required to be provided 

without compensation. 

3.4 Requirements for Park Dedication 

3.4.1 Dedication of land for public open space or access to a natural body of water shall be carried 

out in accordance with all applicable Provincial legislation. 

3.5 Application for Subdivision Approval 

3.5.1 An Owner who applies for Subdivision Approval must provide to the Approving Officer a 

complete application in accordance with the Application Submission and Data Standards policy, 

and must include: 

a. all reports, plans, studies, covenants, and other legal or technical documents as may be 

required, 

b. a Preliminary Layout Review Letter for the proposed Subdivision, issued by the Approving 

Officer not more than 12 months prior to the date of the application for Subdivision 

Approval, unless an extension is granted by the Approving Officer. 

c. confirmation that all applicable fees and charges related to the application have been paid, 

and 

d. confirmation that all taxes, impositions, charges (including any latecomer charges), and fees 

applicable to the land have been paid. 

3.5.2 When Works and Services are required, the Approving Officer must not approve the 

Subdivision until Owner has: 

a. entered into a Servicing Agreement and provided Performance Security for completion of 

the Works and Services to the satisfaction of the Servicing Officer or received a Certificate of 

Acceptance from the Servicing Officer for the required Works and Services, and 

b. granted or acquired statutory rights-of-ways, in the City’s standard form, in favour of the 

City in such locations and with such dimensions as necessary to accommodate Works and 

Services required to serve the Subdivision. 

3.5.3 The Approving Officer shall not be obliged to grant Subdivision Approval until they are satisfied 

that: 

a. a complete application, in the City’s standard form, has been made, 
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b. all requirements and conditions of the Preliminary Layout Review Letter have been met, 

c. the land is suitably zoned for the proposed Subdivision, 

d. the proposed Subdivision is in the public interest, and that 

e. the land is not otherwise unsuitable for Subdivision under the provisions of the Land Title 

Act, the Local Government Act, all other applicable legislation and regulations, and all City 

bylaws. 

4.0 DEVELOPMENT REQUIREMENTS 

4.1 Application for Building Permit 

4.1.1 The Building Official may require, upon recommendation of the Servicing Officer, that the 

Owner provide Works and Services in accordance with Section 4.2 or Road Dedications in 

accordance with Section 4.3 as a condition of Building Permit issuance. 

4.1.2 If Works and Services or Road Dedications are required as a condition of the issuance of a 

Building Permit, the Building Official shall not issue such Building Permit until the requirements 

of Section 4.2 or 4.3, respectively, have been met. 

4.2 Requirements for Works and Services 

4.2.1 Works and Services, when required as a condition of Development approval, must be provided 

to the servicing standards outlined in Section 2.0 and in accordance with the procedures 

outlined in Section 5.0: 

a. on the site being Developed,  

b. on that portion of a Highway immediately adjacent to the site being Developed, up to the 

centreline of the Highway, and 

c. where otherwise necessary, in the opinion of the Servicing Officer, to adequately service the 

Development, mitigate directly attributable impacts, and maintain existing Works and 

Services. 

4.2.2 When Works and Services are required, the Building Official must not issue the Building Permit 

until Owner has: 

a. entered into a Servicing Agreement and provided Performance Security for completion of 

the Works and Services to the satisfaction of the Servicing Officer, or 

b. received a Certificate of Acceptance from the Servicing Officer for the required Works and 

Services. 

4.3 Requirements for Road Dedications 

4.3.1 Road Dedication to establish a new Highway through lands being Developed may be required 

to adequately access proposed Development or as indicated in OCP Map H. Such Highways may 

be required to be provided without compensation to a maximum width of 20 m, except that: 
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a. the maximum width is 25 m where such Highway includes sustainable design features or 

transportation infrastructure supporting walking, bicycling, public transit, or other 

alternative forms of transportation; and 

b. the width must not exceed the width indicated in Section 2.0 for that Highway; and  

4.3.2 Road Dedication to widen an existing Highway fronting the land being Developed may be 

required to be provided without compensation to a width that is the lesser of 10 m and the 

difference between the current width and 20 m, except that:  

a. where the Highway include sustainable design features or transportation infrastructure 

supporting walking, bicycling, public transit, or other alternative forms of transportation, up 

to an additional 5 m of width may be required to be dedicated; and 

b. the dedication must not result in a width from the ultimate design centreline of the 

Highway exceeding half the width indicated in Section 2.0 for that Highway unless a natural, 

hazardous, or fixed condition opposite the land being Developed would, in the opinion of 

the Servicing Officer, make achieving the indicated Highway width impractical or infeasible. 

4.3.3 Where, in the opinion of the Servicing Officer, a paved roadway width of 8 m (13 m if the 

roadway is providing alternative forms of transportation) within or fronting a proposed 

Development cannot be adequately supported, protected, or drained, then additional width to 

permit the Highway to be supported, protected, or drained may be required to be provided 

without compensation. 

4.3.4 When Road Dedication is required as a condition of the issuance of a Building Permit, the 

Building Official must not issue the Building Permit until Owner has fully executed all 

documents for the road dedication subdivision and has deposited and registered the road 

dedication subdivision plan with the Land Titles Office. 

5.0 PROVISION OF WORKS AND SERVICES 

5.1 Directly Attributable Works and Services 

5.1.1 Works and Services directly attributable to a Subdivision or Development shall be required only 

to the extent they are necessary for servicing, or mitigating the impacts of servicing, a 

proposed Subdivision or Development in accordance with the provisions of this Bylaw. 

5.1.2 In determining which Works and Services are directly attributable, the Servicing Officer shall 

consider: 

a. the impact that servicing a proposed Subdivision or Development will have on the City’s 

ability to maintain its existing system levels of service for future developments in 

accordance with the Official Community Plan and any other infrastructure master plans, and 

b. the ability of the City’s infrastructure systems to provide service to a Subdivision or 

Development in accordance with the needs of the Subdivision or Development and the 

servicing standards outlined in Section 2.0. 
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5.1.3 Directly attributable Works and Services shall generally be required when a Subdivision or 

Development will result in an increased demand on an infrastructure system or when a system 

is not able to adequately service the proposed Subdivision or Development due to insufficient 

capacity, age, poor condition, limited accessibility, operational challenges, or safety concerns. 

5.2 Excess or Extended Works and Services 

5.2.1 The Servicing Officer may require an Owner to provide Excess or Extended Works and Services 

as a condition of Subdivision or Development approval.  

5.2.2 If an Owner is required to provide Excess or Extended Works and Services, the Owner must 

provide the City with such information, documents, and agreements as are typically required 

for directly attributable Works and Services, and, if requested by the Servicing Officer, must 

also provide: 

a. a written technical report to inform the determination of the Excess or Extended portion of 

the Works and Services, 

b. the estimate of the cost for the Excess or Extended portion, prepared by the Owner’s 

Engineer and verified by the Servicing Officer, and 

c. a draft latecomer agreement in the City’s standard form. 

5.2.3 The cost of providing the Excess or Extended portion of the required Works and Services must 

be paid for by the City unless the City considers such costs to be excessive, in which case the 

costs shall be borne by the Owner. 

5.2.4 If the Owner pays all or a portion of the costs of providing Excess or Extended Works and 

Services, prior to issuing a Certificate of Acceptance for the Excess or Extended Works and 

Services, the Servicing Officer shall: 

a. prepare a latecomer agreement for execution by the Owner, which will set out  

i. the Owner’s actual cost of providing the Excess or Extended Works and Services,  

ii. which parts of the Excess or Extended Works and Services benefit which lands,  

iii. the latecomer term and the charge that will apply to each of the Benefiting Lands, and, 

iv. the interest rate of the latecomer agreement as determined by Council resolution; and,  

b. notify the owners of all Benefiting Lands of the latecomer charge and interest thereon that 

would be payable prior to connecting to or using the Excess or Extended Works and 

Services. 

5.2.5 No person shall use or connect to any Works and Services subject to a latecomer charge until 

they have paid the latecomer charge and interest, compounded annually, thereon. 

5.2.6 The City shall collect and remit to the Owner, or his permitted assign, any latecomer charges 

collected by the City in accordance with the terms of the latecomer agreement. 

5.3 City May Perform Works 
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5.3.1 The City may elect to design or construct all or a portion of the Works and Services that are 

required to be provided by an Owner if the Works and Services involve modifications or 

connections to an existing City system or if the Works and Services overlap with a planned City 

project and are not immediately required to service the development. 

5.3.2 Where the City elects to design or construct all or a portion of the Works and Services, 

a. the City will advise the Owner of the specific Works and Services that it has elected to 

design or construct, 

b. the Owner must pay the City, in cash, 125% of the cost of designing or constructing such 

Works and Services, as estimated by the Owner’s Engineer and accepted by the Servicing 

Officer, and, 

c. such Works and Services will be designed or constructed as and when needed by the City. 

5.3.3 Where the City elects to design or construct all or a portion of the Works and Services, the City 

will in no way be acting as the Owner’s agent, employee, partner, consultant, contractor, or 

sub-contractor. 

5.4 Owner To Perform Works 

5.4.1 Where Works and Services are required to be provided by an Owner, the Owner, at their 

expense, shall retain a professional engineer to design, inspect, test, and certify all Works and 

Services. The Owner’s Engineer must be employed by an incorporated firm registered in good 

standing with Engineers and Geoscientists BC. 

a. The firm employing the Owner’s Engineer must obtain and maintain at all times, until the 

Certificate of Acceptance is issued, commercial general liability insurance, professional 

liability insurance, and errors and omissions insurance with a minimum of $2,000,000 

coverage per occurrence with insurance companies and terms satisfactory to the City. 

b. The Owner must provide the City with the certificate of insurance of the firm of the Owner’s 

Engineer acceptable to the City promptly upon request. 

5.4.2 Where Works and Services are required to be provided by an Owner, the Owner, at their 

expense, shall retain a suitably qualified and experienced contractor to construct the Works 

and Services. 

a. The Owner or general contractor must obtain and maintain at all times, until the Certificate 

of Acceptance is issued, insurance coverage in accordance with MMCD General Condition 

24.0 with insurance companies and terms satisfactory to the City. 

b. The Owner must provide the City with the certificate of insurance of the general contractor 

acceptable to the City promptly upon request. 

5.4.3 Works and Services must be provided as required in Section 2.0 and designed and constructed 

in accordance with the standards and specifications outlined in the Infrastructure Design 

Standards and Infrastructure Construction Standards policy. Where a variance to technical 
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standards are proposed, the Servicing Officer may authorize such variance only upon the 

written recommendation the Owner’s Engineer. 

5.4.4 The Servicing Officer may require that any submission required for the provision of Works and 

Services undergo, at the cost of an Owner, a Peer Review to provide an independent, objective 

assessment of the submission to inform the Servicing Officer’s determination of compliance 

with this Bylaw and good engineering judgement. 

5.4.5 Any person who wishes to construct Works and Services within a public road right-of-way or on 

City-owned lands must first execute a Servicing Agreement and provide Performance Security 

for the Works and Services prior to Construction Authorization. 

5.5 Application for Design Authorization 

5.5.1 An Owner who wishes to construct Works and Services must first obtain the Servicing Officer’s 

authorization of the Owner’s Engineer’s design drawings for construction. An application for 

Design Authorization for construction must be made in accordance with the provisions of the 

Application Submission and Data Standards policy. 

5.5.2 The Servicing Officer is not obliged to grant Design Authorization for construction until they are 

satisfied that: 

a. the design submission is complete and in strict conformance with the requirements of this 

Bylaw and all other City bylaws or, if not in strict conformance, that all proposed variances 

have been identified by the Owner’s Engineer for review and are acceptable, and 

b. any supporting technical documents, reports, studies, or analysis necessary to determine if 

the proposed design is in strict conformance with this Bylaw, or that proposed variances are 

acceptable, have been provided. 

5.6 Application for Construction Authorization 

5.6.1 No person shall construct Works and Services without first obtaining the Servicing Officer’s 

authorization for construction. An application for Construction Authorization must be made in 

accordance with the provisions of Application Submission and Data Standards policy. 

5.6.2 The Servicing Officer is not obliged to grant Construction Authorization until the Owner 

provides, to the satisfaction of the Servicing Officer, all documents, forms, or securities as may 

be required, which may include, but not be limited to: 

a. confirmation of Design Authorization of the Works and Services for construction, issued not 

more than one (1) year from the date of application for Construction Authorization; 

b. a “Commitment by Owner and Coordinating Registered Professional” form, in the City’s 

standard form; 

c. an “Assurance of Professional Design and Commitment for Field Review” form, in the City’s 

standard form; 

d. an executed Servicing Agreement and Performance Security;  
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e. a certificate of insurance from both the Owner’s Engineer and the general contractor; 

f. confirmation of the general contractor’s WorkSafe BC clearance; 

g. a construction schedule, a public notification plan, and a traffic management plan; or, 

h. confirmation of approval of any other permits required by other jurisdictions in relation to 

the provision of the Works and Services. 

5.6.3 The Servicing Officer may include, as a condition of Construction Authorization, any terms, 

provisions, or restrictions necessary to support or protect the City’s interests in relation to the 

construction of the work. 

5.6.4 The Servicing Officer may withdraw or suspend Construction Authorization whenever it is 

found that construction activities are not being performed in accordance with this or any City 

bylaw or if any terms, conditions, or requirements of Construction Authorization are no longer 

being met. 

a. In withdrawing or suspending Construction Authorization, the Servicing Officer shall notify 

the Owner and identify the details of the bylaw contravention or requirement of 

Construction Authorization that is no longer being met to the satisfaction of the Servicing 

Officer. 

b. The Owner shall, upon notice that Construction Authorization has been withdrawn or 

suspended, cease construction activities and immediately work to secure, remediate, and 

stabilize the site in compliance with all applicable safety regulations. 

c. The Owner shall not resume construction activities until the Servicing Officer has granted 

Construction Authorization upon their satisfaction that all requirements have been met. 

5.7 Construction Requirements 

5.7.1 The Owner is responsible to ensure Works and Services are constructed in accordance with: 

a. the standards and specifications contained in the Infrastructure Design Standards and 

Infrastructure Construction Standards policy, 

b. the design drawings for which Design Authorization has been granted, 

c. any conditions which may be a requirement of Construction Authorization, and 

d. all other bylaws, legislation, regulations, and statutes. 

5.7.2 The Owner must provide and maintain through the course of construction: 

a. access to the lands being Subdivided or Developed suitable for use by fire and emergency 

vehicles or equipment, and 

b. a water supply system sufficient for fire suppression and containment. 

5.7.3 The Owner must protect nearby or adjacent utilities, structures, and property from damage by 

construction activities and must immediately repair and make good any damage as a result of 

construction. 
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a. If the Owner does not promptly rectify any damage, the City may elect to, but is not 

obligated to, rectify the damage at the expense of the Owner and the Owner shall 

reimburse the City for its reasonable costs immediately upon receipt an invoice from the 

City, either directly or through the Owner’s Performance Security. 

5.7.4 The Owner must ensure the Works and Services remain free and clear of any and all liens, 

charges, or encumbrances. 

5.8 Application to Connect Works and Services 

5.8.1 No person shall connect Works and Services to any existing City infrastructure system without 

first obtaining the Servicing Officer’s authorization for connection. An application to connect 

Works and Services must be made in accordance with the provisions of the Application 

Submission and Data Standards policy. 

5.8.2 The Servicing Officer will not be obliged to permit an Owner to connect Works and Services to 

the City’s systems until: 

a. the Owner’s Engineer has certified that the Works and Services to be connected are ready 

to be used for their intended purpose and provided all supporting documentation; 

b. the Owner has arranged for the Owner’s Engineer and the Servicing Officer to be present 

for the witnessing of the connection;  

c. the Approving Officer has issued the Subdivision Approval or the Building Official has issued 

Building Permit, or the Owner has entered into a Servicing Agreement in accordance with 

Section 3.5.2 or 4.2.2; 

d. the Owner has registered in the Land Title Office all documents required by the City to be 

registered as a condition of Subdivision Approval, Building Permit issuance, or Construction 

Authorization; or, 

e. the Owner has paid any applicable fees or charges related to the connection, including but 

not limited to latecomer charges; 

5.8.3 Upon connection, Works and Services within public road right-of-way will vest in and become 

the property of the City and the City will be responsible for operation and routine 

maintenance. 

5.8.4 The permitting of a connection, the vesting of the Works and Services to the City, or the City’s 

use, operation, or maintenance of the Works and Services shall not be deemed an acceptance 

of the Works and Services until the Servicing Officer issues a Certificate of Acceptance and shall 

not relieve the Owner of any requirements under other sections of this Bylaw. 

5.9 Substantial Performance Requirements 

5.9.1 When, in the determination of the Owner’s Engineer, Substantial Performance of the Works 

and Services has been achieved, the Owner’s Engineer must provide, to the satisfaction of the 

Servicing Officer: 
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a. a certificate indicating that Substantial Performance of the Works and Services has been 

achieved and, if applicable, a schedule of deficiencies and cost estimate, 

b. an “Assurance of Professional Field Review and Compliance” form, in the City’s standard 

form, and 

c. record drawings, supporting documents and data, field reviews, and testing records, as 

outlined in Application Submission and Data Standards policy. 

5.9.2 When the Servicing Officer has received all required documents and records from the Owner’s 

Engineer and is satisfied, upon inspection, that the Works and Services have been Substantially 

Performed, the Owner must provide to the City: 

a. a statutory declaration that all accounts which have been incurred in performance of the 

Works and Services have been paid in full, 

b. confirmation that all agreements and covenants in relation to the Works and Services have 

been duly executed and registered with the Land Title Office, and 

c. an executed Servicing Agreement and Maintenance Security. 

5.9.3 Upon receipt of all documents, records, agreements, and securities required under Section 

5.9.1 and 5.9.2 to the satisfaction of the Servicing Officer, the balance of the Performance 

Security shall be returned to the Owner. 

5.10 Maintenance Period Requirements 

5.10.1 During the Maintenance Period: 

a. the City will be responsible for the operation and routine maintenance of the Works and 

Services; 

b. the Owner must promptly complete, modify, or reconstruct any incomplete, defective, or 

deficient Works and Services identified on the certificate of Substantial Performance; 

c. the Owner shall be responsible to monitor the Works and Services and promptly rectify, at 

their cost, any deficiencies in the design, materials, workmanship, or performance of the 

Works and Services; and 

d. should the Owner fail to promptly rectify any deficiency, the City may elect to, but is not 

obligated to, rectify the deficiency at the expense of the Owner and the Owner shall 

reimburse the City for its reasonable costs immediately upon receipt an invoice from the 

City, either directly or through the Owner’s Maintenance Security. 

5.10.2 The Maintenance Period for any Works and Services repaired or reinstated shall commence on 

the date the Owner’s Engineer certifies the Works and Services have been repaired or 

reinstated and are ready for their intended use. The City is not obligated to return any 

deficiency holdbacks until all deficiencies have been rectified, upon inspection, to the 

satisfaction of the Servicing Officer. 
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5.10.3 Should all or a portion of the Works and Services cease to function for their intended purpose, 

in the opinion of the Servicing Officer, during the Maintenance Period as a result of a failure of 

the Owner to meet their obligations under this Bylaw: 

a. the Owner will be responsible for securing the site and for the operation and routine 

maintenance of the Works and Services and 

b. the Owner must promptly repair or reinstate the Works and Services to the satisfaction of 

the Owner’s Engineer and as accepted by the Servicing Officer. 

 

5.11 Total Performance Requirements 

5.11.1 When, in the determination of the Owner’s Engineer, Total Performance of the Works and 

Services has been achieved and the Maintenance Period has expired, the Owner’s Engineer 

must provide, to the satisfaction of the Servicing Officer: 

a. a certificate indicating that Total Performance of the Works and Services has been achieved 

and 

b. record drawings, supporting documents and data, field reviews, and testing records, as 

outlined in the Application Submission and Data Standards policy, if Works and Services 

were modified during the Maintenance Period. 

5.11.2 Upon inspection at the expiration of the Maintenance Period, if the Servicing Officer is satisfied 

that the Works and Services have been Totally Performed, the Owner must provide to the City: 

a. a statutory declaration that all accounts which have been incurred in performance of the 

Works and Services have been paid in full and 

b. confirmation from a BC Land Surveyor that all survey pins and monuments within the 

construction area have not been disturbed or destroyed as a result of construction 

activities. 

5.11.3 Upon receipt of all documents, records, and agreements required under Section 5.11.1 and 

5.11.2 to the satisfaction of the Servicing Officer, at the expiration of the Maintenance Period: 

a. the Servicing Officer shall issue a Certificate of Acceptance of the Works and Services and 

b. the balance of the Maintenance Security shall be returned to the Owner. 

5.11.4 Upon the Servicing Officer’s issuance of the Certificate of Acceptance for Works and Services 

within a municipal road right-of-way or utility statutory right-of-way, the Works and Services 

shall vest in and become the property of the City. 

6.0 IMPLEMENTATION 

6.1 Limitations 

6.1.1 No Duty of Care 
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a. This bylaw does not create a duty of care on the City, Council members, the Approving 

Officer, the Building Official, the Servicing Officer, or employees or agents of the City with 

respect to its administration, implementation, or enforcement, including but not limited to 

the issuance of permits, approvals, reviews, investigations, authorizations, or acceptance 

certificates. 

b. The Owner and their agents shall not be entitled to rely upon the results of any 

investigations, inspections, field visits, or other due diligence conducted by the City, its 

employees or agents, in connection with the Subdivision or Development of lands. 

6.1.2 No Cause of Action 

a. Neither a failure to administer or enforce, nor incomplete or inadequate administration or 

enforcement of the Local Government Act, Land Title Act, Building Bylaw, or the provisions 

of this Bylaw, nor any error, omission, or other neglect in relation to any matter of 

administration or implementation of this Bylaw will give rise to a cause of action in favour of 

any person, including the Owner. 

6.1.3 No Warranty or Representation 

a. A review, or failure to review, by the Servicing Officer of Works and Services specification 

requirements, design and construction drawings, or supporting documents will not, in any 

way, constitute a representation, warranty, or statement that the design or construction of 

the Works and Services complies with the standards contained within this Bylaw. No person, 

including the Owner, shall rely on such review, or failure to review, as establishing 

compliance with this Bylaw. 

b. An inspection by the Servicing Officer in relation to the Substantial Performance or Total 

Performance of the Works and Services, will not, in any way, constitute a representation, 

warranty, or statement that the construction of the Works and Services have reached 

Substantial Performance or Total Performance. 

c. Site visits made by the Approving Officer, Servicing Officer, Council members, or any other 

officer, employee, or agent of the City, or the failure to make such site visits, will not, in any 

way, constitute a representation, warranty, or statement that the Works and Services have 

been designed and constructed in accordance with this Bylaw. 

6.1.4 Owner’s Responsibility for Works and Services 

a. It is the full and sole responsibility of the Owner to design and construct any Works and 

Services required by this Bylaw in accordance with the provisions of this Bylaw, and to 

ensure that the Works and Services are inspected, tested, and certified by the Owner’s 

Engineer in accordance with the provisions of this Bylaw. 

b. No issuances, approvals, reviews, verifications, or inspections which are performed or failed 

to be performed by the City, including by the Approving Officer, Servicing Officer, Council 

members, or any other officer, employee or agent of the City, will relieve the Owner from 
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the responsibility to design and construct required Works and Services in accordance with 

the provisions of this Bylaw and other bylaws of the City. 

c. Neither the Servicing Officer’s granting of Design Authorization or Construction 

Authorization with respect to the Works and Services required of an Owner, the expiration 

of any or all Maintenance Periods, nor the issuance of a Certificate of Acceptance will 

relieve the Owner, the Owner’s Engineer, or the firm of the Owner’s Engineer from any 

responsibility or liability for the faulty, defective, or deficient design or construction of the 

Works and Services, or for any breach of this Bylaw, whether such responsibility or liability 

arises before or after the Servicing Officer’s issuance of Design Authorization, Construction 

Authorization, or the Certificate of Acceptance. 

6.2 Enforcement 

6.2.1 No person shall Subdivide or Develop land or construct Works and Services for the Subdivision 

or Development of land contrary to the provisions of this Bylaw. 

6.2.2 Every person who constructs Works or Services for the Subdivision or Development of land 

contrary to the provisions of this Bylaw must remedy the contravention in a timely manner and 

to the satisfaction of the Servicing Officer. 

6.2.3 Every person who contravenes or violates any of the provisions of this Bylaw, or who suffers or 

permits anything to be done in violation of this Bylaw, commits an offence and, upon summary 

conviction, is liable to a fine of not more than $10,000.00. 

6.2.4 Each day’s continuance of an offence under this Bylaw constitutes a separate offence. 

6.2.5 The penalties imposed for a contravention of this Bylaw are not a substitute for any other 

remedy to a contravention of this Bylaw. 

6.2.6 Officers, employees, and agents of the City are authorized to enter at all reasonable times upon 

any lands, property, or premises to inspect and determine compliance with the provision of 

this Bylaw. 

6.2.7 No person shall prevent or obstruct, or attempt to prevent or obstruct, the entry of any officer, 

employee, or agent of the City where such entry is authorized by this Bylaw. 

6.3 Effective Date 

6.3.1 This Bylaw shall come into force and take effect upon adoption. 

6.3.2 Notwithstanding Section 6.3.1, if a complete application for Subdivision Approval has been 

made under Section 3.5 prior to the date of adoption of this Bylaw, this Bylaw shall have no 

effect with respect to that Subdivision for a period of 12 months from the date of adoption. 

6.4 Repeal 

6.4.1 City of Merritt Subdivision and Development Servicing Bylaw No. 1187, and all amendments 

thereto, is repealed. 
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Read a FIRST TIME this 28th day of January, 2025 

Read a SECOND TIME this 28th day of January, 2025 

Read a THIRD TIME this 28th day of January, 2025 

ADOPTED this ______ day of ___________________, 2025 

 
____________________________ _____________________________ 
Michael Goetz Linda Brick 
MAYOR CORPORATE OFFICER 

Page 39 of 382



         

 

Report 
 
 

File Number: 3900-20 

To:  Cynthia White, Chief Administrative Officer 

From:  Purnesh Jani, Manager Planning and Development Services  

Date:  February 7, 2025 

Subject: Land Use Amendment and Development Approval Procedures Amendment 
Bylaw 2388, 2025 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 

THAT Council gives First Reading to the Land Use Amendment and Development 
Approval Procedures Amendment Bylaw 2388, 2025 
 
And 
 
THAT Council gives Second Reading to Land Use Amendment and Development 
Approval Procedures Amendment Bylaw 2388, 2025; 
 
And 
 
THAT Council gives Third Reading Land Use Amendment and Development 
Approval Procedures Amendment Bylaw 2388, 2025.  
 
Background: 

The Policy and Bylaw Review Committee considered the proposed bylaw at the 
February 6, 2025, meeting and passed the following resolution: 

THAT the Policy Review Committee directs staff to bring forward proposed 
amendments to City of Merritt Land Use Amendment and Development Approval 
Procedure Bylaw No. 2076, 2009. 

 

City of Merritt 
REGULAR Council Meeting 

February 11, 2025 
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Therefore, the Staff proposes amendments in the current Land Use Amendment and 
Development Approval Procedures Bylaw No. 2076,2009. 

These amendments are proposed to comply with provincial legislation and current 
practices. Specifically, Schedules A to F in the existing bylaw shall be removed. This 
change will allow staff to formulate development permit conditions based on the Zoning 
Bylaw, the Official Community Plan, and other municipal bylaws. 

The staff intends to do amendments in two Rounds as follows; 

Round 1. 

 Remove Schedule A to F from the current Bylaw  

 Remove requirements to install a sign for Development Variance Permits Since 
isn’t required as per the Local Government Act. 

 Verbiage regarding Development permit issuance by Council and Delegated 
Approving officer  

 Reference fees bylaw. 
 

Round 2. 

 Comprehensive review of the bylaw to develop further amendments to align with 
current OCP, ZBL and Provincial legislation. 

Options / discussion 

1. THAT Council gives three readings to the proposed Land Use Amendment and 
Development Approval Procedures Amendment Bylaw 2388, 2025  
 

2. THAT Council directs staff to make changes. 
 

3. THAT Council receives this report as information. 
 

Financial / Risk Implications: 

Staff is recommending an increase in the Sign Development Permit Fees as the fees 
have not been increased for the last few years, The proposed fee for processing the 
Sign Development permit is $100.  

Strategic Plan Reference: 

The following policies of the Council’s Strategic Plan 2024 – 2026 are relevant to the 
proposed amendments ; 
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 The City of Merritt will create great communities by developing land use policies 
and zoning that promote high-quality development that is sensitive to context, 
contains vibrant public spaces, and allows for creativity and innovation 

 
Others Consulted: 
 
Internal  
CAO 
Senior Building Official 
Director of Finance  
Director of Public Works and Engineering 
Director of Corporate Services   
Fire Department  
 
Attachments: 
 

 Attachment A: Land Use Amendment and Development Approval Procedures 
Amendment Bylaw 2388, 2025” 
  

 Attachment B: Mark-up of Proposed Amendments  
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Purnesh Jani 
Manager, Planning and Development Services   
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Bylaw 2388, 2025 

CITY OF MERRITT 

 

BYLAW 2388 

A BYLAW TO AMEND the Land Use Amendment and Development Approval Procedures 
Bylaw No. 2076, 2009 

 

The Municipal Council for the City of Merritt in open meeting assembled, ENACTS AS FOLLOWS: 

Citation 
 

A. This Bylaw shall be cited as the “City of Merritt Land Use Amendment and Development 
Approval Procedures Amendment Bylaw 2388, 2025”. 
 
Amendments: 
 

B. That the “City of Merritt LAND USE AMENDMENT AND DEVELOPMENT APPROVAL PROCEDURES 
BYLAW NO. 2076, 2009” is amended as follows: 
 

1. That Section 3.0 is deleted and replaced with the following: 
 
“Applications for the following shall be submitted to the City of Merritt: 

a) amendments to the Official Community Plan; 
b) amendments to the Zoning Bylaw; 
c) the issuance of Development Variance Permits; 
d) the issuance of Development Permits; or 
e) the issuance of Temporary Use Permits.” 

 
2. That the Section 4.0 is deleted and replaced with the following: 

 
“No application shall be accepted until the application form and Site disclosure statement in 
accordance with the Environmental Management Act are fully completed and fees paid in full. 
Application fees are in accordance with the City of Merritt Fees and Charges Bylaw, as amended 
from time to time.” 
 

3. That Section 5 is deleted, and the subsequent sections are renumbered accordingly. 
 

4. That Section 6 is deleted, and the subsequent sections are renumbered accordingly. 
 

5. That Section 7 is deleted, and the subsequent sections are renumbered accordingly. 
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6. That Section 9. a) is deleted and replaced with the following: 
 
“A Development Permit is required in specific areas in the City identified as “Development Permit 
Areas (DPAs)” according to the Official Community Plan, as amended from time to time. Council 
or a City Official with delegated authority according to the Officer Designation and Delegation of 
Authority Bylaw, as amended from time to time, must first authorize a Development Permit as 
follows: 

i. For land to be subdivided, a Development Permit for DPAs other than the form and 
character DPAs must be authorized; 

ii. For Building Permit to be issued for construction in one of these areas, a Development 
Permit for all DPAs must be authorized.” 

 
7. That Section 9. b) is deleted and replaced with the following: 

“In the opinion of the Development Approving Officer, if a proposed Sign necessitates detailed 
review, an application for Sign Development Permit shall be required. A Sign Development Permit 
is required to install any signage in "Highway Corridor Gateways".” 

8. That Section 9. c) is deleted and replaced with the following: 
 
“A Facade Development Permit is required for all proposals for building alteration and/or new 
construction within the Development Permit Areas. Projects requiring a development permit 
application are: 
i) exterior renovation/ restoration to an existing building facade 
ii) new construction 
iii) application of new exterior finish materials 
iv) awning or canopy installation 
 
Guidelines for Facade design are set out in the Official Community Plan and will require a 
Development Permit and are subject to Minor Development Permit fees.  
 
Facade Design Applications shall be submitted to the Development Approval Officer for approval. 
Prior to approval the application will be forwarded to the Building and Safety Inspector for 
review.” 
 

9. That Section 10. f) is deleted and replaced with the following: 
 
“A Permit holder may apply for an amendment to the terms and conditions of their Development 
Permit. City approval is required for any changes to the original Permit.”  
 

10. That Section 10. g) is deleted and replaced with the following: 
 
“Council or its delegates will only approve a new Development Permit subject to an expiry date 
of twenty-four (24) months from the date of their approval; extensions will only be granted under 
extenuating circumstances, otherwise re-application will be required.” 
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11. That Section 11 is deleted and replaced with the following: 

“11. Public Notice Signage 

Where required by the Local Government Act, Community Charter or directed by Council or its 
delegates, the applicant shall post at his cost a sign or signs in a prominent location on the subject 
property notifying the public of a pending application. Signs must be posted in accordance with 
the following:” 

12. That Section 11. c) is deleted and replaced with the following: 

“The size, layout and arrangement of text on the sign(s) shall be in general accordance with the 
Sign template sample supplied by staff if public notice is required. The overall dimensions of each 
sign shall be 1.2 metres by 2.4 metres (4 ft. by 8 ft.).” 

13. That Section 11.d.vi is deleted, and the subsequent sections are renumbered accordingly. 
 

14. That Section 12 is amended by inserting the following:  
 
“d) Alternatively, Public Notice may be delivered electronically by: 

i. Posting the notice on the official City website for two consecutive weeks prior to the 
Council meeting on the matter; and 

ii. Posting the notice on official City Social Media sites for two consecutive weeks prior to 
the Council meeting on the matter.” 

 
15. That Section 13. a) is deleted and replaced with the following: 

 
“Council shall consider every application for Official Community Plan Amendment, Zoning Bylaw 
Amendment, Temporary Use Permit, or Development Variance Permit, or Development Permit 
not delegated to staff together with staff’s report and recommendations.” 
 

16. That Section 13. e) is deleted, and the subsequent sections are renumbered accordingly. 
 

17. That Schedules A, B, C, D, E, F, G, H are deleted.  

READ A FIRST TIME this ____ day of __________, 202_ 

READ A SECOND TIME this ____ day of __________, 202_ 

READ A THIRD TIME this ____ day of __________, 202_ 

ADOPTED this ____ day of __________, 202_ 
 

____________________ 
Michael Goetz 
Mayor 

 

____________________ 
Linda Brick 
Corporate Officer 
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Mark-up of Proposed Amendments – Land Use and Development Procedures Bylaw No 2076, 2009 
Legend 

Black Font Existing text in Land Use and Development Procedures Bylaw No 2076, 2009 
Strikethrough Proposed deletion from Land Use and Development Procedures Bylaw No 2076, 2009 
Underline Proposed addition to Land Use and Development Procedures Bylaw No 2076, 2009 
 

Amendments: 

 Section Proposed Amendment Rationale 

1 3. Applications for the following shall be submitted to the City of Merritt and shall substantially be in the form 
of application attached hereto as Schedule "A": 

a) amendments to the Official Community Plan; 
b) amendments to the Zoning Bylaw; 
c) the issuance of Development Variance Permits; 
d) the issuance of Development Permits; or 
e) the issuance of Temporary Commercial or Industrial Use Permits 

− Removed reference to obsolete 

application forms. 

− Consolidated Temporary Use 

Permits to reflect current 

practices 

2 4. No application shall be accepted until the application form and site profile is Site 
Disclosure Statement (in accordance with the Environmental Management Act) are 
fully completed and fees paid in full. Application fees shall be in accordance with the 
City of Merritt Fees and Charges Bylaw, as amended from time to time. 

− Updated reference for 

application fees to the new Fees 

and Charges Bylaw 

− Site profiles is a Ministry of 

Environment requirement that 

we do not require of applicants. 

It is therefore not relevant and 

outdated. 

3 5.  5. Form of Permit 
The following permits shall be substantially in the applicable form attached hereto: 

a) Development Variance Permits as per Schedule "C” 
b) Development Permits as per Schedule "D" 
c) Temporary Commercial or Industrial Use Permits shall be as per 

Schedule "E". 
 

− Delete reference to obsolete 

application forms. 

4 6.  6. Site Profiles 
 
Site Profiles shall be submitted to the City of Merritt and shall substantially be in the form attached hereto 
as Schedule “F”. 

− No longer relevant requirement.  

5 7. 7. Schedules "A", "B", "C", "D", "E", "F", “G” and "H” attached hereto are incorporated in and form 
part of this bylaw 

− Removed reference to schedules 
that are no longer in use 
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6 9. a) A Development Permit is required in specific areas in the City identified as “Development Permit Areas (DPAs)” 

according to the Official Community Plan, as amended from time to time. In order for land to be subdivided or a 

Building Permit issued for construction in one of these areas, Council or a City Official with delegated authority 

according to the Officer Designation and Delegation of Authority Bylaw, as amended from time to time, must first 

authorize a Development Permit as follows: 

i. For land to be subdivided, a Development Permit for DPAs other than the form and character 

DPAs must be authorized; 

ii. For Building Permit to be issued for construction in one of these areas, a Development Permit 

for all DPAs must be authorized. 

 

- Reworded to reflect the 
delegated authority of staff 
to approve Development 
Permits 

7 9. b) In the opinion of the Development Approving Officer, if a proposed Sign necessitates detailed review, an 

application for Sign Development Permit shall be required. A Sign Development Permit is required to install any 

signage in Development Permit Areas "Highway Corridor Gateways" or "City Centre".  

 

Upon receipt of an application dealing exclusively with signage in the City Centre, the application will be 

forwarded to the City Centre Board for review and comment. The Administrator (or designate) is hereby 

delegated the authority to issue or reject a Sign Development Permit. 

 

A Development Permit issued for signage must comply with the provisions of City of Merritt Sign Regulation 

Bylaw. 

 

The processing fee for a Sign Development Permit shall be fifty dollars ($50.00) which consists of twenty five 

dollars ($25.00) for the Development Permit application and twenty five dollars ($25.00) for a Sign permit. In the 

event a Sign Development Permit is not issued, the applicant will be refunded the twenty five dollar ($25.00) Sign 

Permit fee. A Sign Development Permit is not required if sign is part of a comprehensive Development Permit. 

 

- Updated fees to match 
fees in other BC 
municipalities. 

- If Sign Permit fee ($25) is 
changed, an amendment 
to the Sign Bylaw will be 
required. 

- Added clause that enable 
Sign Development Permit 
Fees to be updated via the 
Fees and Charges Bylaw. 

 

8 9. c)  A Facade Development Permit is required for all proposals for building alteration and/or new construction within 

the Development Permit Areas areas designated City Centre and along the Nicola Avenue Corridor. Projects 

requiring a development permit application are: 

i) exterior renovation/ restoration to an existing building facade 

ii) new construction 

iii) application of new exterior finish materials 

iv) painting of the building exterior 

v) awning or canopy installation 

 

Guidelines for Facade design in the City Centre are set out in the Official Community Plan and will require a 

Development Permit but shall not be and are subject to Minor Development Permit fees. Facade Improvements 

will be subject to Building Permit fees. Applications for Facade design improvements shall be submitted in 

complete detail as required by the form listed as Schedule "G" attached to and forming part of this bylaw.  

 

- Updated to reflect the 
current practices 
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Facade Design Applications shall be submitted to the Development Services Approving Officer for approval. Upon 

Prior to approval the application will be forwarded to the Building and Safety Inspector for review. before being 

forwarded to City Council for consideration of issuance of the Development Permit. 

9 10. f) A Permit holder may apply for an amendment to the terms and conditions of their Development Permit. Council  

City approval is required for any substantive change to the original Permit; however the Development Services 

Officer or Building Inspector may approve or deny any minor amendment.  

- Updated to reflect 
delegated authority of staff 
to issue and amend 
Development Permits 

10 10. g) Council or its delegates will only approve a new Development Permit subject to an expiry date of twenty four (24) 

months from the date of their approval; extensions will only be granted under extenuating circumstances, 

otherwise re- application will be required. 

- Updated to reflect 
delegated authority of staff 
to issue and amend 
Development Permits 

11 11. Development or Bylaw Amendment Public Notice Signage 

 

Where required by the Local Government Act or directed by Council or its delegates, the applicant shall post at 

his cost a sign or signs in a prominent location on the subject property notifying the public of a pending bylaw 

amendment or development application. Permit applications where the development value is less than fifty 

thousand dollars ($50,000) are exempt from posting a sign. Signs must be posted in accordance with the 

following: 

- Updated to specify the 
purpose of Signage. 

- Change to clarify that 
Public notice signage 
requirements are per LGA 
legislation, or directive of 
Council and staff. This 
ensures flexibility 
regarding legislative 
changes regarding public 
notice requirements. 

- Changed to generic 
“application” to 
accommodate potential 
requirements for 
Development Variance 
signage or Temporary Use 
permit public notice. 

- Exemption does not apply 
since Development Permit 
public notice is not a 
legislative requirement. 

12 11. c The size, layout and arrangement of text on the sign(s) shall be in general accordance with the sample shown in 

Schedule “H” which is attached to and forms part of this Bylaw.  Sign template sample supplied by staff if public 

notice is required. The overall dimensions of each sign shall be 1.2 metres by 2.4 metres (4 ft. by 8 ft.). 

- Removed reference to sign 
template. 

13 11.d.vi Details of variance, if applicable. - Deleting as Sign for 
Variance no longer 
required 
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13 12 d) Alternatively, Public Notice may be delivered electronically by: 

i. Posting the notice on the official City website for two consecutive weeks prior to the Council meeting on the 

matter; and 

ii. Posting the notice on official City Social Media sites for two consecutive weeks prior to the Council meeting on 

the matter. 

- Update to allow digital 
notice of Public hearing, as 
enabled by recent 
Legislative changes 

14 13. a Council shall consider every development application for Official Community Plan Amendment, Zoning Bylaw 

Amendment, Temporary Use Permit, or Development Variance Permit, or Development Permit not delegated to 

staff together with staff’s report and recommendations. 

- Updated to reflect 
delegated authority of staff 
to issue and amend 
Development Permits 

15 13. e e) For a Zoning Bylaw Amendment: 
i) Council will only give final reading for property in a Development Permit area in tandem with 
issuance of a Development Permit for the proposed new land uses. 
ii) The application will lapse if the applicant fails to complete a Development Permit application 
within six (6) months of the date of Council’s third reading of the amendment 

- Rezoning without a 
Development Permit is 
current practice within the 
City. This clause is 
obsolete. 

16 Schedules 
A, B, C, D, 
E, F, G, H 

Deleted - Removed due to 
obsolescence and out of 
date 
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Report 
 
 

File Number: 3900-20 

To:  Cynthia White, Chief Administrative Officer 

From:  Linda Brick, Director of Corporate Services  

Date:  May 3, 2024 

Subject: City of Merritt Waterworks Bylaw No. 2392, 2025 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 

THAT Council give First Reading to “City of Merritt Waterworks Bylaw No. 2392, 
2025”  
 
And 
 
THAT Council give Second Reading to “City of Merritt Waterworks Bylaw No. 
2392, 2025”  
 
And 
 
THAT Council give Third Reading to “City of Merritt Waterworks Bylaw No. 2392, 
2025”. 
 
Background: 

Following a thorough review of the proposed bylaw at the February 6, 2025 Policy and 
Bylaw Review Committee, the Committee passed the following resolution: 

THAT the Committee recommends that the Waterworks Bylaw be forwarded to 
Council for consideration. 

The Bylaw is revised as follows: 

1) Updates to the staff positions to reflect current naming conventions; 

City of Merritt 
REGULAR Council Meeting 

February 7, 2025 

Page 50 of 382



 2 

2) Clarifying that water cooling systems may only be installed with written 
authorization from the City; 

3) Requiring that water meters be installed in each category of property on every 
parcel which receives water service; 

4) Deletion of schedule A.  

Options / discussion 

1. Give three readings to Bylaw 2392 as presented; 
2. Return the bylaw to staff with direction for amendments; 
3. Receive the report for information only.   

Others Consulted: 
 
Policy and Bylaw Review Committee 
Director of Public Works and Engineering Services 
 
Attachments: 
 
City of Merritt Waterworks Bylaw No. 2392, 2025 
Redlined Version of Bylaw  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Linda Brick 
Director of Corporate Services 
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CITY OF MERRITT 

 
BYLAW NO. 2392 

A BYLAW RESPECTING THE WATERWORKS SYSTEM OF THE CITY OF MERRITT 
 

 
The Council of the City of Merritt, in open meeting assembled, enacts as follows: 

Citation 

1. This Bylaw may be cited as "City of Merritt Waterworks Bylaw No. 2392, 2025". 

Repeal 

2. The "CORPORATION OF THE CITY OF MERRITT WATERWORKS BYLAW NO. 2181, 2015", and all 

amendments thereto is hereby repealed. 

Definitions 

3.     In this Bylaw, unless the context otherwise requires: 

"Accessible" means having access thereto, but which may first require removal of an access panel, 

door or similar obstruction; 

"Approved Backflow Prevention Assembly" means a Backflow preventer that is designed to be 

tested and repaired in-line and to meet the design and installation criteria requirements of the 

Canadian Standards Association (CSA) standards B.64.10-07/Series 01 (or the most current) and 

the University of Southern California Foundation for Cross Connection Control and Hydraulic 

Research (USC FCCCHR) approved criteria; 

"Backflow" means the flow of water or other liquids, gases or solids from any source back into the 

Customer's plumbing system or the Merritt Community Water System;  

"Backflow Assembly Test Report" means a form provided by or approved for use by the City of 

Merritt to be used when testing Backflow assemblies to record all pertinent information and test 

data; 

"Backflow Assembly Tester" means a person holding a valid certificate from the American Water 

Works Association - British Columbia Section, for testing Backflow prevention assemblies and 

approved by the City of Merritt; 

"Backflow Preventer" means a mechanical apparatus installed in a water system that prevents 

Backflow of Contaminants into the Merritt Community Water System; 

"Building Inspector" means a person designated by City of Merritt Council as a Building Inspector 

for the City of Merritt to administer building and plumbing regulations; 

"City" means the City of Merritt; 
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"Commercial" means all buildings other than residential; 

"Contaminant" means any physical, chemical, biological or radiological substance or matter in 

water which may render the water non-potable, according the regulations of the Province of 

British Columbia Drinking Water Protection Act & Regulations; 

"Cross Connection" means any actual or potential physical connection whereby the Merritt 

Community Water System is connected, directly or indirectly, with any non-potable or unapproved 

private water supply system, sewer, drain, conduit, well, pool, storage reservoir, plumbing fixture, 

or any other device which contains, or may contain contaminated water, liquid, gases, sewage, or 

other waste, or unknown or unsafe quality which may be capable of imparting contamination to 

the public water supply as a result of Backflow; 

"Cross Connection Control Program" means the City of Merritt Cross Connection Control policy 

and guidelines which provide further reference and direction, standard operating procedures, 

bulletins and other program updates relevant to this Bylaw; 

"Customer" means the registered owner or occupier of the property served by the Merritt 

Community Water System; 

“Director of Finance and Human Resources” means the person appointed as such from time to 

time by the City and any person delegated to assist them in carrying out their duties under this 

Bylaw; 

"Director of Public Works and Engineering" means the person appointed as such from time to time 

by the City and any person delegated to assist them in carrying out their duties under this Bylaw; 

"Discontinue" means to terminate the arrangement between the City of Merritt and the Customer 

for the supply of water and to shut off the service pipe, disconnect it, or remove it;  

"Duly Authorized Agent" includes a person, firm or corporation representing the City of Merritt by 

written consent from the City or by City of Merritt Council appointment; 

"Family" means an individual, or two (2) or more persons closely related by blood, marriage, 

adoption or foster parenthood, sharing one dwelling, or three (3) or less unrelated persons, 

sharing the same dwelling; 

“Fees and Charges Bylaw” means the current Fees and Charges Bylaw, as amended from time to 

time.  

"Hydrant Use Permit" means a permit issued by the City of Merritt for any person requesting 

water from a fire hydrant for purposes other than emergency fire protection; 

"Inspect" means an on-site review of the water use, facilities, meters, piping, equipment, 

operating conditions and maintenance records for the purpose of evaluating for conformity with 

the terms and conditions of this Bylaw; 

"Irrigation Use" means the use of water for sprinkling or watering lawns, gardens and other 

landscaping; 
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"Officer" means any person appointed from time to time by the City as delegated to assist the 

Director of Public Works and Engineering in carrying out their duties under this Bylaw; 

"Private Water System" means any privately owned pipe and fittings intended for the delivery or 

distribution of water within a premise or to a property and includes any domestic use, irrigation 

system, green house and hydroponics system, and any other use of water supplied by the Merritt 

Community Water System; 

"Readily Accessible" means direct access without the necessity of removing, or moving away any 

panel, door or other similar obstruction;  

"Reduced Pressure Backflow Assembly" means a Backflow preventer consisting of a mechanically 

independent acting, hydraulically dependent relief valve located in a chamber between two 

independently operating, force-loaded check valves, the intermediate chamber pressure always 

being lower than the supply pressure when there is a positive pressure on the supply side. The 

unit includes properly located resilient-seated test cocks and tightly closing resilient-sealed shut-

off valves at each end of the assembly. This device is design for use under continuous pressure; 

"Used Water" means any potable water which is no longer in the water distribution system 

including potable water that has moved downstream or past the Water Connection (water meter) 

and/or the property line to the Private Water System; 

"Water Service" means the portion of pipe, including water stops, between the City main and the 

Customer's property line. 

General 

4. The City is authorized to establish, maintain and operate a waterworks system and such system 

shall be under the control and Inspection of the Director of Public Works and Engineering. 

5. The Director of Public Works and Engineering may impose minimum standards that must be met 

and satisfied relating to the type of Backflow preventer and the installation and maintenance of 

the same as specified by the City of Merritt Cross Connection Control Program. 

6.  No person shall take, consume or use water from the Merritt Community Water System, without 

first obtaining permission to do so and making arrangements for payment of same. 

7. No person shall turn on a water valve to provide service to the occupants of any newly renovated 

or constructed or reconstructed premise(s) until the Private Water System in such premise(s) has 

been Inspected for Cross Connections and approved by the Building Inspector or Duly Authorized 

Agent of the City. 

8. No person, except the Duly Authorized Agents of the City, shall tap, uncover, or make any 

connection to, use, alter or disturb any water mains or fire hydrants, without permission in 

advance by the Director of Public Works and Engineering.  

9. The City retains the right to adjust the water supply pressure or to interrupt supply due to 

emergency conditions or for the purpose of upgrading or carrying out general maintenance. 

Where it is practical and time permits, notice shall be given to all Customers affected where 

alterations of pressure or interruption of service are to take place. 
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10. Customers depending on a continuous or uninterrupted supply of water or having processes or 

equipment that require particularly clear or pure water shall provide such  emergency storage,  

oversize  piping, pumps  and tanks,  filters, pressure regulators, check valves and additional service 

pipes, or other means for continuous and adequate supply of water suitable to their requirements 

at their own expense. 

11. Where steam or hot water boilers or other equipment is fed with water by pressure directly from 

the Merritt Community Water System, the City shall not be liable for any injury or damage which 

may result from such pressure or from lack of such pressure or any injury or damage resulting 

from the improper installation of a Backflow preventer. 

12. No Customer shall install water dependent cooling systems in Commercial, industrial, institutional 

or residential applications, without written authorization from the City.  

13. The City will not be held responsible for any damage incurred as a result of a change or 

interruption in water supply or pressure. 

14. Any Officer authorized by the City to enforce this Bylaw shall have free access to all parts of every 

building in which water is delivered and consumed after reasonable notice has been given and 

request made. 

15. Any Officer authorized by the City to enforce this Bylaw may make personal Inspection of all pipes, 

taps and fixtures used for distributing water, and if found defective, or if any wastage of water is 

found to exist, notice will be given to have the defect remedied. 

16.    Any Officer authorized by the City to enforce this Bylaw may Inspect the type of Backflow 

preventer, the installation and state of maintenance and repair of same. 

17. If any defect or defects or any wastage of water of which notice is given shall not be remedied 

within the time limit specified by the Officer, they shall have authority to cut off the supply of 

water from the main until such time that the said defect or defects are repaired. No person shall 

have any claim against the City by reason of the cutting off of the water.  

18. Any water connection, pipe, apparatus, fitting or fixture which is not in accordance with the 

requirements of this Bylaw or which would cause noises, pressure surges,  disturbances which may 

result in annoyance to other Customers, damage to the water system or which may in any way 

contribute to a potential contamination of the City's water system shall not be connected or 

allowed to remain connected to the Merritt Community Water System. 

Water Rates 

19. Any overdue rents, rates and charges shall become part of the utility billings, and failing payment 

shall be applied to the annual property tax notice for collection in accordance with section 258 of 

the Community Charter, as amended from time to time. 

20. Rates, rents and charges shall hereby be imposed upon the owners of real property situated inside 

and outside the corporate limits of the City for the use of the Merritt Community Water System 

and all rates, rents and charges to be paid by Customers for the use of the City waterworks system 

shall be those stated in the Fees and Charges Bylaw. 

Page 55 of 382



Bylaw 2393 

21. Non-receipt of a utility bill will not exempt the Customer from payment for the service received. 

22. Any Customer paying rates, rents and charges for the use of Merritt Community Water System 

shall be liable for same until they have given notice in writing to the City, by way of an application 

for a water turn-off, of their desire to Discontinue the use thereof. Any service supplied for a 

portion of a month shall be charged as if it were a full month. 

23. No person shall knowingly withhold information about the use of their premise that could affect 

utility rates, rents and charges. It is the responsibility of the owner to notify the City in writing 

when any changes or modifications are made to their premise that may affect their utility billings. 

Failure to provide said notification will constitute a violation of this Bylaw. It shall be lawful for the 

City to bill and collect from the owner the additional rates, rents and charges resulting from the 

changes or modifications made to their premise from the time they were determined to be 

instituted. 

24. The Director of Finance and Human Resources is responsible for interpretation of the Water Rates 

and Charges Schedule of the City of Merritt Fees and Charges Bylaw, as may be amended from 

time-to-time, and any person who feels that they has been unjustly charged or incorrectly billed 

for the service may appeal directly to the City's Chief Administrative Officer.  

Water Service Connections 

25. Each single-family dwelling, each dwelling unit of a semi-detached duplex and each dwelling unit 

in a row house project with separate titles shall have an individual copper Water Service 

connection at least 19 millimeters (3/4 inch) in diameter or as specified in the British Columbia 

Plumbing Code. 

26. The City may require the diameter of Water Service connections be determined by a design 

engineer but the determination is subject to approval by the Director of Public Works and 

Engineering, and in no case shall the diameter be less than 19 mm. 

27. Application for Water Service shall be made to the City in writing by the Customer, in the general 

format required by the City and the following shall apply: 

a) The application shall provide the legal description or civic address of the property to be 

served, the requested size, including that necessary for a fire sprinkler system if applicable, 

the purpose for which the water is to be used and all other information that may be 

required in order that the correct rates, rents and charges can be applied. 

b) Any subsequent changes to the purpose or use of water must be provided to the City in 

writing by the Customer. 

c) Upon receipt of such application, and provided a City water main is laid the full length of 

one of the Customer's property lines, the City will tap the main and lay a service pipe the 

length of the applicant's property and for such connection the City shall be entitled to 

demand and receive from the applicant, in advance,  such  rates,  rents  and  charges as  

outlined in the City of Merritt Fees and Charges Bylaw, as may be amended from time-to-

time. 
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28. Where application for Water Service has been made in accordance with this Bylaw and it is found 

that no water main extends the full length of a property line, the applicant may have the option 

to: 

a) Providing an extension is approved by the Director of Public Works and Engineering, pay for 

construction of extra water main or Water Service which is required; or 

b)     Accept a full return of monies paid at time of service application.  

29. Where a specific size of Water Service has been requested, and where the City cannot or will not 

readily supply such service, the applicant may have the option of: 

a)     Accepting the size of Water Service as determined by the City; 

b)  Paying the appropriate cost of upgrading the City's water mains to meet the specific requests; 

or, 

c)     Accepting a full return of monies paid at time of service application. 

30. All building Water Services shall be constructed and maintained by the Customer at their expense, 

to the requirements of this Bylaw and those of the British Columbia Plumbing Code. Permit 

applications for such construction must be made to the City Building Department on the 

appropriate form provided. Such application shall be supplemented by any plans, specifications or 

other information considered pertinent by the City Building Department. No occupancy can occur 

until all permits have been approved and the necessary requirements adhered to. 

31. No connection shall be installed or maintained whereby water from an auxiliary water system may 

enter the Merritt Community Water System or Private Water System unless such auxiliary water 

system and the method of connection and use of such system has been approved by the City. 

32. The City shall be responsible for maintenance of the Water Service from connection at property 

line to the City's water main. The Customer shall be responsible for maintenance of the Water 

Service on their property, from the connection at property line to their building. 

33. Customers must keep all pipes and other fixtures, on their own property, in good repair and order, 

and protected from frost, at their own expense. 

34. Where it is found that damage has been caused by misuse or abuse by any person to any part of 

the Merritt Community Water System, or that service stops are not Readily Accessible, the 

Customer must repair such damage or accessibility within the time period specified by the 

Director of Public Works and Engineering. Failure to make the necessary changes within the time 

specified will result in the City carrying out the work at the owner's expense. If the said cost is not 

paid within ninety (90) days, it will be added to and become part of the utility billings.  

35. Any owner of property within the City on which there is located a residential or Commercial 

building and which abuts on any City right-of-way or easement in which there is now or hereafter 

located a water main of the City, is hereby required to be connected directly to the City water at 

the owner's expense, in accordance with the British Columbia Plumbing Code and this Bylaw 

within thirty (30) days after notice from the City. 
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36. Should the owner fail to connect their premises to the Merritt Community Water System within 

the time specified, the Public Works Manager may order the required connection to be made by 

the City Public Works Crew or others in accordance with this Bylaw. All costs resulting from the 

said connection shall become due and payable by the owner.  If the costs are not paid within 

ninety (90) days, they shall be added to, and become part of, the utility billings. 

37. When any water connection is temporarily abandoned, the Customer or their authorized agent 

shall effectively block such connection at the curbstop. Failure to do so within thirty (30) days after 

such abandonment shall be construed as authorization for the City to enter upon the property and 

so block such connection at the expense of the owner. 

38. When any water connection is abandoned, and there is no expectation of use in the future, the 

City shall terminate such connection at the water main, at the expense of the owner. 

Water Turn-On or Shut-Off 

39. Requests for City water for temporary construction, permanent turn-on or shut-off, shall be made 

to the City in writing in advance by the Customer, in the format prescribed by the City. The 

requirement set out in this section may be temporarily waived in emergencies, or cases where it is 

impractical, or would create undue delay or hardship, provided that an application as outlined in 

above is carried out as soon as possible, and in no case later than five (5) days, after the service is 

rendered. 

40. Once an application is made for water shut off, the Customer shall be responsible for the Water 

Service, from connection at property line to their building, including drainage of same. 

41. No person, except the Duly Authorized Agents of the City, shall turn-on or shut off any part of the 

Merritt Community Water System, including service pipe curb stops. 

42. If a service line is found to be turned on and no record of the turn-on exists in the City's files, it will 

be deemed appropriate to charge any rates, rents and charges retroactive to the time when the 

City determines that the turn on occurred. 

Water Meters 

43. A Water Meter shall be installed for each category on every parcel that receives water service 

from the City as per the Fees and Charges Bylaw. The City may refuse or Discontinue to supply 

water to any premises unless the Customer requiring water has first:  

a)   Made application on the appropriate form provided; 

b)   Paid in advance the actual cost for such water meter as determined by the City; and 

c)   Installed such water meter, at no cost to the City. 

44. The property owner shall make provision for the installation of a water meter for all new services 

and all existing services as follows:   

Every water meter shall be located: 

a)    As near as possible to the point of entrance of the service pipe; 
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b)    so that it is Accessible for reading, Inspecting and changing; 

c) from point three (.3) m to one point two (1.2) m above the floor, with the dial pointing up; 

and 

d)    in the general format, as approved by the City.  

45.  Every water meter shall be installed so that it is: 

a)    in a position to register all the water delivered to the property; 

b)    Accessible to the meter reader and Director of Public Works and Engineering; 

c)    not a hazard to the property owner and the public; and 

d)    well protected against frost, mechanical damage and tampering. 

46. If the water meter is in a closet or room where water on the floor is objectionable, a valve shall 

also be located immediately after the water meter. At least one valve shall be a compression type 

or have a level handle so that it can be operated in an emergency.  

47. The City shall charge the property owner the actual cost for altering, repairing, relocating or 

removing the water meter. Any such charges shall be collected in the same manner as water rates, 

rents and charges. 

48. The City has the right to determine the responsibility for any damages to a water meter and/or its 

accessories. 

49. Where a water meter has been installed, the quantity of water used shall be deemed to be the 

quantity shown or indicated by the water meter, upon it being read from time to time. 

50. No person shall have any claim against the City by reason of the discontinuing of water supplied to 

their premises until the water meter is installed. 

51.    No water meter shall be placed in connection with the Merritt Community Water System unless it 

is of a type, size and in a location approved by the City. 

52. A compound meter shall be installed for a Water Service of fifty (50) mm and over. 

53. Every Customer shall protect their water meters from frost or other damage and will ensure that 

such meters are Accessible at all times so that they may be repaired, examined, maintained, 

removed or read by an authorized agent of the City. 

54. No person shall in any way interfere or tamper with any water meter or part thereof, nor cause 

nor allow to cause water to bypass the water meter without first obtaining permission to do so 

from the Director of Public Works and Engineering. 

55. Provision shall be made on all new services and existing non-residential buildings for the 

installation of water meter readout equipment. Such equipment shall be installed by the City, at a 

cost to the Customer, as estimated by the City.   
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56. If any breakage, stoppage or other irregularity in the water meter is observed by the owner they 

shall notify the Director of Public Works and Engineering to arrange for replacement or repair. 

57. When a water meter is out of order and fails to register the full amount of water supplied or 

indicates that no water has been used, it shall be lawful to charge and collect on the basis of the 

amount of water used during the time the meter was in working order or on the basis of any other 

information which can be obtained as to the amount used.  

58. Any person liable to pay charges based on meter rates who wish to dispute the quantity of water 

used as recorded by a water meter, may have such water meter tested by the City upon 

application to the Director of Finance and Human Resources and upon payment of the charge for 

said test, as per the City of Merritt Fees and Charges Bylaw, as may be amended from time-to-

time. 

Water Conserving Fixtures: 

59. In all new construction, water closet capacity must be equal to or less than 6 litres per flush and 

urinals must have a direct flush valve. 

Water Use 

60. The City is hereby authorized to suspend, regulate or stop the supply of water to any of its 

Customers for the use of sprinkling or irrigation of lawns, gardens or fields or for any other use, 

whenever in the opinion of the Director of Public Works and Engineering public interest may 

require it. 

61. Every person that sprinkles or irrigates lawns, gardens or fields, shall use water supplied through 

the City's domestic system only during those times so designated by resolution of City Council. 

62. No person shall waste, lend, sell, give or otherwise dispose of water supplied by the City or permit 

the water to be taken or carried away for the use or benefit of others, without first obtaining 

written permission from the Director of Public Works and Engineering, except if it is required to 

extinguish or prevent the spread of fire. 

63. Except for emergency fire use, no person shall connect, cause to be connected, or allow to remain 

connected, any piping, fixture, fitting, container or other appliance to a fire hydrant, stand pipe or 

any other temporary water connection: 

a. In a manner which, under any circumstances, may allow water, wastewater or any liquid or 

substance of any kind to enter the Merritt Community Water System; and 

b.  Without using an Approved Backflow Prevention Assembly which has been approved and 

installed in accordance with the City of Merritt Cross Connection Control Program; and 

c.  Without first obtaining a Hydrant Use Permit. 

64. Any person who violates this section will be refused access to service through the use of a fire 

hydrant or temporary water connection and may be subject to penalties under this Bylaw.  

Cross Connection Control 
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65. No person shall create a Cross Connection by connecting, causing to be connected, or allowing to 

remain connected to the Merritt Community Water System any device, piping, fixture, fitting, 

container, appliance or any other chattel or thing which may under any circumstances allow non-

potable water, Used Water, wastewater or any chemical, liquid, gas or other substance to enter 

the Merritt Community Water System. 

66. No Customer or other person shall permit the introduction of any Contaminant or foreign matter 

whatsoever into any Private Water System that is connected to the Merritt Community Water 

System. 

67. Service supplied by the Merritt Community Water System to a Customer shall be only provided 

where, in the opinion of the City of Merritt, the Merritt Community Water System has been 

effectively protected from any potential Cross Connections existing at or with the Customer's 

Private Water System. 

68. Where the City or its Duly Authorized Agent determines that there exists a connection or Cross 

Connection prohibited by this Bylaw, written notice may be given to the Customer to correct the 

connection or Cross Connection at the expense of the Customer within the time specified in the 

notice. 

69. A Customer to whom notice has been given under this section shall correct the connection or 

Cross Connection by installing an Approved Backflow Prevention Assembly conforming to the CSA 

Standards B64.10-07/B64.10.1-07 or most current edition, for the selection, installation, 

maintenance and field testing of Backflow preventers and as described in the City of Merritt Cross 

Connection Control Program. 

70.  The Customer shall install a type of Backflow preventer commensurate to the degree of hazard and 

that is approved by the City on the Private Water System at the location of water connection from 

the Merritt Community Water System or other location(s) approved by the City. 

71. Notwithstanding anything contained herein if, in the opinion of the City the configuration of any 

water connection creates a high risk of contamination to the Merritt Community Water System, 

the Customer shall install on the Private Water System at the location of the water connection 

from the Merritt Community Water System, an Approved Backflow Prevention Assembly, or as 

directed by the City. 

72. The failure to be sent a notice(s) or the failure to receive a notice(s) shall not excuse the 

mandatory duty of the Customer or other responsible party to comply with this Bylaw and all 

other applicable bylaws.  

73. Where any condition is found to exist which, in the opinion of the City, constitutes a Cross 

Connection with the Merritt Community Water System, the City or Duly Authorized Agent shall 

either: 

a.   Shut off the water supply service(s) to the premises and notify the Customer that an 

Approved Backflow Prevention Assembly(s) shall be properly installed and tested at the 

expense of the Customer prior to the water supply service(s) being turned on; 
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b.  Give notice to the Customer to correct the Cross Connection(s) at the expense of the 

Customer within a specified period. If the notice is not complied with, the City may 

Discontinue service or services; 

c. Install an Approved Backflow Prevention Assembly at the water connection with all costs 

being charged to the Customer. 

74. Any person whose water has been shut off pursuant to this Bylaw shall not have the  water from 

the Merritt Community Water System turned on until all requirements of the City have been met 

and the Customer has paid to the City all costs associated with the  shut off/turn on of service, the 

cleanup of contamination and the Customer's default under this section has been remedied. 

Testing and Maintenance of Backflow Prevention Assemblies 

75. The Customer will provide to the City within thirty (30) days of initial installation, repair or 

relocation of an Approved Backflow Prevention Assembly a Backflow Assembly Test Report from a 

certified Backflow Assembly Tester confirming the following: 

a.  The installation date of the Approved Backflow Prevention Assembly; 

b.  The specific location of the assembly and what Cross Connection or hazard it is intended to 

isolate; 

c. The manufacturer, model, size and serial number of the Backflow preventer installed; and 

d.  That it is an Approved Backflow Prevention Assembly, installed correctly and in proper 

operating condition. 

76. Approved Backflow prevention assemblies are required to be Inspected and tested by a certified 

Backflow Assembly Tester at least once in every twelve (12) month period or more often if 

required by the City.  

77. Where a Customer fails to have an Approved Backflow Prevention Assembly tested, the City may 

notify the Customer that the Backflow assembly must be tested within ninety-six (96) hours, or 

within a specified period. If the Customer fails to comply with such notice, the City or Duly 

Authorized Agent may Discontinue the service or services and the Customer may be subject to 

penalties listed under this Bylaw. 

78. Where there is a visible or other indication that a Backflow preventer is malfunctioning, it is the 

responsibility of the Customer to immediately notify the City, and further, to stop using the Private 

Water System until the Backflow preventer is replaced or repaired and re-tested. This includes but 

is not limited to damage by freezing, hot water, and fire or otherwise due to neglect. 

Severance 

79. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this Bylaw is for any reason held to be 

invalid by the decision of any Court of competent jurisdiction, this decision shall not affect the 

validity of the remaining portions of this Bylaw. 

Penalties 
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80. Every person who violates any of the provisions of this Bylaw, or who suffers or permits any act or 

thing to be done in contravention or in violation of any of the provisions of this Bylaw, who 

neglects to do or refrains from doing anything required to be done by any of the provisions of this 

Bylaw, is guilty of an offence against this Bylaw and liable to the penalties hereby imposed. Each 

day that a violation continues to exist shall constitute a separate offence. 

81. Every person who commits an offence under this Bylaw is liable on summary conviction to a fine 

not exceeding Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000.00).  

 
 

READ A FIRST TIME this 
 

____ day of __________, 202X 

READ A SECOND TIME this 
 

____ day of __________, 202X 

READ A THIRD TIME this 
 

____ day of __________, 202X 

ADOPTED this ____ day of __________, 202X 
 
 
____________________ 
Michael Goetz 
Mayor 

 
 
____________________ 
Linda Brick 
Corporate Officer 
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CITY OF MERRITT 

BYLAW NO. XXXX 

 

A BYLAW RESPECTING THE WATERWORKS SYSTEM OF THE CITY OF MERRITT 

 

The Council of the City of Merritt, in open meeting assembled, ENACTS AS FOLLOWS: 

Citation 

1. This Bylaw may be cited as "City of Merritt Waterworks Bylaw No. XXXX, 2025". 

Repeal 

2. The "CORPORATION OF THE CITY OF MERRITT WATERWORKS BYLAW NO. 2181, 2015", 

and all amendments thereto is hereby REPEALED. 

Definitions 

3.    In this Bylaw, unless the context otherwise requires: 

"Accessible" means having access thereto, but which may first require removal of an 

access panel, door or similar obstruction; 

"Approved Backflow Prevention Assembly" means a Backflow preventer that is designed 

to be tested and repaired in-line and to meet the design and installation criteria 

requirements of the Canadian Standards Association (CSA) standards B.64.10-07/Series 01 

(or the most current) and the University of Southern California Foundation for Cross 

Connection Control and Hydraulic Research (USC FCCCHR) approved criteria; 

"Backflow" means the flow of water or other liquids, gases or solids from any source back 

into the Customer's plumbing system or the Merritt Community Water System;  

"Backflow Assembly Test Report" means a form provided by or approved for use by the 

City of Merritt to be used when testing Backflow assemblies to record all pertinent 

information and test data; 

"Backflow Assembly Tester" means a person holding a valid certificate from the American 

Water Works Association - British Columbia Section, for testing Backflow prevention 

assemblies and approved by the City of Merritt; 

"Backflow Preventer" means a mechanical apparatus installed in a water system that 

prevents Backflow of Contaminants into the Merritt Community Water System; 
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"Building Inspector" means a person designated by City of Merritt Council as a Building 

Inspector for the City of Merritt to administer building and plumbing regulations; 

"City" means the City of Merritt; 

"Commercial" means all buildings other than residential; 

"Contaminant" means any physical, chemical, biological or radiological substance or 

matter in water which may render the water non-potable, according the regulations of the 

Province of British Columbia Drinking Water Protection Act & Regulations; 

"Cross Connection" means any actual or potential physical connection whereby the 

Merritt Community Water System is connected, directly or indirectly, with any non-

potable or unapproved private water supply system, sewer, drain, conduit, well, pool, 

storage reservoir, plumbing fixture, or any other device which contains, or may contain 

contaminated water, liquid, gases, sewage, or other waste, or unknown or unsafe quality 

which may be capable of imparting contamination to the public water supply as a result of 

Backflow; 

"Cross Connection Control Program" means the City of Merritt Cross Connection Control 

policy and guidelines which provide further reference and direction, standard operating 

procedures, bulletins and other program updates relevant to this Bylaw; 

"Customer" means the registered owner or occupier of the property served by the Merritt 

Community Water System; 

"Discontinue" means to terminate the arrangement between the City of Merritt and the 

Customer for the supply of water and to shut off the service pipe, disconnect it, or remove 

it;  

"Duly Authorized Agent" includes a person, firm or corporation representing the City of 

Merritt by written consent from the City or by City of Merritt Council appointment; 

"Family" means an individual, or two (2) or more persons closely related by blood, 

marriage, adoption or foster parenthood, sharing one dwelling, or three (3) or less 

unrelated persons, sharing the same dwelling; 

“Director of Finance and Human Resources” means the person appointed as such from 

time to time by the City and any person delegated to assist them in carrying out their 

duties under this Bylaw; 

“Fees and Charges Bylaw” means the current Fees and Charges Bylaw, as amended from 

time to time.  

"Hydrant Use Permit" means a permit issued by the City of Merritt for any person 

requesting water from a fire hydrant for purposes other than emergency fire protection; 
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"Inspect" means an on-site review of the water use, facilities, meters, piping, equipment, 

operating conditions and maintenance records for the purpose of evaluating for 

conformity with the terms and conditions of this Bylaw; 

"Irrigation Use" means the use of water for sprinkling or watering lawns, gardens and 

other landscaping; 

"Officer" means any person appointed from time to time by the City as delegated to assist 

the Director of Public Works and Engineering in carrying out their duties under this Bylaw; 

"Private Water System" means any privately owned pipe and fittings intended for the 

delivery or distribution of water within a premise or to a property and includes any 

domestic use, irrigation system, green house and hydroponics system, and any other use 

of water supplied by the Merritt Community Water System; 

"Director of Public Works and Engineering" means the person appointed as such from 

time to time by the City and any person delegated to assist them in carrying out their 

duties under this Bylaw; 

"Readily Accessible" means direct access without the necessity of removing, or moving 

away any panel, door or other similar obstruction;  

"Reduced Pressure Backflow Assembly" means a Backflow preventer consisting of a 

mechanically independent acting, hydraulically dependent relief valve located in a 

chamber between two independently operating, force-loaded check valves, the 

intermediate chamber pressure always being lower than the supply pressure when there 

is a positive pressure on the supply side. The unit includes properly located resilient-

seated test cocks and tightly closing resilient-sealed shut-off valves at each end of the 

assembly. This device is design for use under continuous pressure; 

"Used Water" means any potable water which is no longer in the water distribution 

system including potable water that has moved downstream or past the Water 

Connection (water meter) and/or the property line to the Private Water System; 

"Water Service" means the portion of pipe, including water stops, between the City main 

and the Customer's property line. 

General 

5. The City is authorized to establish, maintain and operate a waterworks system and such 

system shall be under the control and Inspection of the Director of Public Works and 

Engineering. 

6. The Director of Public Works and Engineering may impose minimum standards that must 

be met and satisfied relating to the type of Backflow preventer and the installation and 
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maintenance of the same as specified by the City of Merritt Cross Connection Control 

Program. 

7.  No person shall take, consume or use water from the Merritt Community Water System, 

without first obtaining permission to do so and making arrangements for payment of 

same. 

8. No person shall turn on a water valve to provide service to the occupants of any newly 

renovated or constructed or reconstructed premise(s) until the Private Water System in 

such premise(s) has been Inspected for Cross Connections and approved by the Building 

Inspector or Duly Authorized Agent of the City. 

9. No person, except the Duly Authorized Agents of the City, shall tap, uncover, or make any 

connection to, use, alter or disturb any water mains or fire hydrants, without permission 

in advance by the Director of Public Works and Engineering.  

10. The City retains the right to adjust the water supply pressure or to interrupt supply due to 

emergency conditions or for the purpose of upgrading or carrying out general 

maintenance. Where it is practical and time permits, notice shall be given to all Customers 

affected where alterations of pressure or interruption of service are to take place. 

11. Customers depending on a continuous or uninterrupted supply of water or having 

processes or equipment that require particularly clear or pure water shall provide such  

emergency storage,  oversize  piping, pumps  and tanks,  filters, pressure regulators, check 

valves and additional service pipes, or other means for continuous and adequate supply of 

water suitable to their requirements at their own expense. 

12. Where steam or hot water boilers or other equipment is fed with water by pressure 

directly from the Merritt Community Water System, the City shall not be liable for any 

injury or damage which may result from such pressure or from lack of such pressure or 

any injury or damage resulting from the improper installation of a Backflow preventer. 

13. No Customer shall install water dependent cooling systems in Commercial, industrial, 

institutional or residential applications, without written authorization from the City.  

14. The City will not be held responsible for any damage incurred as a result of a change or 

interruption in water supply or pressure. 

15. Any Officer authorized by the City to enforce this Bylaw shall have free access to all parts 

of every building in which water is delivered and consumed after reasonable notice has 

been given and request made. 

16. Any Officer authorized by the City to enforce this Bylaw may make personal Inspection of 

all pipes, taps and fixtures used for distributing water, and if found defective, or if any 

wastage of water is found to exist, notice will be given to have the defect remedied. 
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17.    Any Officer authorized by the City to enforce this Bylaw may Inspect the type of Backflow 

preventer, the installation and state of maintenance and repair of same. 

18. If any defect or defects or any wastage of water of which notice is given shall not be 

remedied within the time limit specified by the Officer, they shall have authority to cut off 

the supply of water from the main until such time that the said defect or defects are 

repaired. No person shall have any claim against the City by reason of the cutting off of 

the water.  

19. Any water connection, pipe, apparatus, fitting or fixture which is not in accordance with 

the requirements of this Bylaw or which would cause noises, pressure surges,  

disturbances which may result in annoyance to other Customers, damage to the water 

system or which may in any way contribute to a potential contamination of the City's 

water system shall not be connected or allowed to remain connected to the Merritt 

Community Water System. 

Water Rates 

20. Any overdue rents, rates and charges shall become part of the utility billings, and failing 

payment shall be applied to the annual property tax notice for collection in accordance 

with section 258 of the Community Charter, as amended from time to time. 

21. Rates, rents and charges shall hereby be imposed upon the owners of real property 

situated inside and outside the corporate limits of the City for the use of the Merritt 

Community Water System and all rates, rents and charges to be paid by Customers for the 

use of the City waterworks system shall be those stated in the Fees and Charges Bylaw. 

22. Non-receipt of a utility bill will not exempt the Customer from payment for the service 

received. 

23. Any Customer paying rates, rents and charges for the use of Merritt Community Water 

System shall be liable for same until they have given notice in writing to the City, by way of 

an application for a water turn-off, of their desire to Discontinue the use thereof. Any 

service supplied for a portion of a month shall be charged as if it were a full month. 

24. No person shall knowingly withhold information about the use of their premise that could 

affect utility rates, rents and charges. It is the responsibility of the owner to notify the City 

in writing when any changes or modifications are made to their premise that may affect 

their utility billings. Failure to provide said notification will constitute a violation of this 

Bylaw. It shall be lawful for the City to bill and collect from the owner the additional rates, 

rents and charges resulting from the changes or modifications made to their premise from 

the time they were determined to be instituted. 

25. The Director of Finance and Human Resources is responsible for interpretation of the 

Water Rates and Charges Schedule of the City of Merritt Fees and Charges Bylaw, as may 
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be amended from time-to-time, and any person who feels that they has been unjustly 

charged or incorrectly billed for the service may appeal directly to the City's Chief 

Administrative Officer.  

Water Service Connections 

26. Each single-family dwelling, each dwelling unit of a semi-detached duplex and each 

dwelling unit in a row house project with separate titles shall have an individual copper 

Water Service connection at least 19 millimeters (3/4 inch) in diameter or as specified in 

the British Columbia Plumbing Code. 

27. The City may require the diameter of Water Service connections be determined by a 

design engineer but the determination is subject to approval by the Director of Public 

Works and Engineering, and in no case shall the diameter be less than 19 mm. 

28. Application for Water Service shall be made to the City in writing by the Customer, in the 

general format required by the City and the following shall apply: 

a) The application shall provide the legal description or civic address of the property to 

be served, the requested size, including that necessary for a fire sprinkler system if 

applicable, the purpose for which the water is to be used and all other information 

that may be required in order that the correct rates, rents and charges can be 

applied. 

b) Any subsequent changes to the purpose or use of water must be provided to the 

City in writing by the Customer. 

c) Upon receipt of such application, and provided a City water main is laid the full 

length of one of the Customer's property lines, the City will tap the main and lay a 

service pipe the length of the applicant's property and for such connection the City 

shall be entitled to demand and receive from the applicant, in advance,  such  rates,  

rents  and  charges as  outlined in the City of Merritt Fees and Charges Bylaw, as may 

be amended from time-to-time. 

29. Where application for Water Service has been made in accordance with this Bylaw and it 

is found that no water main extends the full length of a property line, the applicant may 

have the option to: 

a) Providing an extension is approved by the Director of Public Works and Engineering, 

pay for construction of extra water main or Water Service which is required; or 

b)    Accept a full return of monies paid at time of service application.  

30. Where a specific size of Water Service has been requested, and where the City cannot or 

will not readily supply such service, the applicant may have the option of: 
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a)    Accepting the size of Water Service as determined by the City; 

b)  Paying the appropriate cost of upgrading the City's water mains to meet the specific 

requests; or 

c)    Accepting a full return of monies paid at time of service application. 

31. All building Water Services shall be constructed and maintained by the Customer at their 

expense, to the requirements of this Bylaw and those of the British Columbia Plumbing 

Code. Permit applications for such construction must be made to the City Building 

Department on the appropriate form provided. Such application shall be supplemented by 

any plans, specifications or other information considered pertinent by the City Building 

Department. No occupancy can occur until all permits have been approved and the 

necessary requirements adhered to. 

32. No connection shall be installed or maintained whereby water from an auxiliary water 

system may enter the Merritt Community Water System or Private Water System unless 

such auxiliary water system and the method of connection and use of such system has 

been approved by the City. 

33. The City shall be responsible for maintenance of the Water Service from connection at 

property line to the City's water main. The Customer shall be responsible for maintenance 

of the Water Service on their property, from the connection at property line to their 

building. 

34. Customers must keep all pipes and other fixtures, on their own property, in good repair 

and order, and protected from frost, at their own expense. 

35. Where it is found that damage has been caused by misuse or abuse by any person to any 

part of the Merritt Community Water System, or that service stops are not Readily 

Accessible, the Customer must repair such damage or accessibility within the time period 

specified by the Director of Public Works and Engineering. Failure to make the necessary 

changes within the time specified will result in the City carrying out the work at the 

owner's expense. If the said cost is not paid within ninety (90) days, it will be added to and 

become part of the utility billings.  

36. Any owner of property within the City on which there is located a residential or 

Commercial building and which abuts on any City right-of-way or easement in which there 

is now or hereafter located a water main of the City, is hereby required to be connected 

directly to the City water at the owner's expense, in accordance with the British Columbia 

Plumbing Code and this Bylaw within thirty (30) days after notice from the City. 

37. Should the owner fail to connect their premises to the Merritt Community Water System 

within the time specified, the Public Works Manager may order the required connection 

to be made by the City Public Works Crew or others in accordance with this Bylaw. All 
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costs resulting from the said connection shall become due and payable by the owner.  If 

the costs are not paid within ninety (90) days, they shall be added to, and become part of 

the utility billings. 

38. When any water connection is temporarily abandoned, the Customer or their authorized 

agent shall effectively block such connection at the curbstop. Failure to do so within thirty 

(30) days after such abandonment shall be construed as authorization for the City to enter 

upon the property and so block such connection at the expense of the owner. 

39. When any water connection is abandoned, and there is no expectation of use in the 

future, the City shall terminate such connection at the water main, at the expense of the 

owner. 

Water Turn-On or Shut-Off 

40. Requests for City water for temporary construction, permanent turn-on or shut-off, shall 

be made to the City in writing in advance by the Customer, in the format prescribed by the 

City. The requirement set out in this section may be temporarily waived in emergencies, 

or cases where it is impractical, or would create undue delay or hardship, provided that an 

application as outlined in above is carried out as soon as possible, and in no case later 

than five (5) days, after the service is rendered. 

41. Once an application is made for water shut off, the Customer shall be responsible for the 

Water Service, from connection at property line to their building, including drainage of 

same. 

42. No person, except the Duly Authorized Agents of the City, shall turn-on or shut off any 

part of the Merritt Community Water System, including service pipe curb stops. 

43. If a service line is found to be turned on and no record of the turn-on exists in the City's 

files, it will be deemed appropriate to charge any rates, rents and charges retroactive to 

the time when the City determines that the turn on occurred. 

Water Meters 

44. Every Customer using water supplied by the City for all new services and all existing 

(residential and non-residential) services shall have a water meter installed. A Water 

Meter shall be installed for each category on every parcel that receives water service from 

the City as per the Fees and Charges Bylaw.   The City may refuse or Discontinue to supply 

water to any premises unless the Customer requiring water has first:  

a)   Made application on the appropriate form provided; 

b)   Paid in advance the actual cost for such water meter as determined by the City; and 

c)   Installed such water meter, at no cost to the City. 
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45. The property owner shall make provision for the installation of a water meter for all new 

services and all existing services as follows:   

Every water meter shall be located: 

a)    As near as possible to the point of entrance of the service pipe; 

b)    so that it is Accessible for reading, Inspecting and changing; 

c) from point three (.3) m to one point two (1.2) m above the floor, with the dial 

pointing up; and 

d)    in the general format, as approved by the City. as outlined in Schedule "A" of this 

Bylaw. 

46.  Every water meter shall be installed so that it is: 

a)    in a position to register all the water delivered to the property; 

b)    Accessible to the meter reader and Director of Public Works and Engineering; 

c)    not a hazard to the property owner and the public; and 

d)    well protected against frost, mechanical damage and tampering. 

47. Valves shall be located in the general format as shown in Schedule "A". If the water meter 

is in a closet or room where water on the floor is objectionable, a valve shall also be 

located immediately after the water meter. At least one valve shall be a compression type 

or have a level handle so that it can be operated in an emergency.  

48. The City shall charge the property owner the actual cost for altering, repairing, relocating 

or removing the water meter. Any such charges shall be collected in the same manner as 

water rates, rents and charges. 

49. The City has the right to determine the responsibility for any damages to a water meter 

and/or its accessories. 

50. Where a water meter has been installed, the quantity of water used shall be deemed to 

be the quantity shown or indicated by the water meter, upon it being read from time to 

time. 

51. No person shall have any claim against the City by reason of the discontinuing of water 

supplied to their premises until the water meter is installed. 

52.    No water meter shall be placed in connection with the Merritt Community Water System 

unless it is of a type, size and in a location approved by the City. 

53. A compound meter shall be installed for a Water Service of fifty (50) mm and over. 
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54. Every Customer shall protect their water meters from frost or other damage and will 

ensure that such meters are Accessible at all times so that they may be repaired, 

examined, maintained, removed or read by an authorized agent of the City. 

55. No person shall in any way interfere or tamper with any water meter or part thereof, nor 

cause nor allow to cause water to bypass the water meter without first obtaining 

permission to do so from the Director of Public Works and Engineering. 

56. Provision shall be made on all new services and existing non-residential buildings for the 

installation of water meter readout equipment. Such equipment shall be installed by the 

City, at a cost to the Customer, as estimated by the City.   

57. If any breakage, stoppage or other irregularity in the water meter is observed by the 

owner they shall notify the Director of Public Works and Engineering to arrange for 

replacement or repair. 

58. When a water meter is out of order and fails to register the full amount of water supplied 

or indicates that no water has been used, it shall be lawful to charge and collect on the 

basis of the amount of water used during the time the meter was in working order or on 

the basis of any other information which can be obtained as to the amount used.  

59. Any person liable to pay charges based on meter rates who wish to dispute the quantity of 

water used as recorded by a water meter, may have such water meter tested by the City 

upon application to the Director of Finance and Human Resources and upon payment of 

the charge for said test, as per the City of Merritt Fees and Charges Bylaw, as may be 

amended from time-to-time. 

Water Conserving Fixtures: 

60. In all new construction, water closet capacity must be equal to or less than 6 litres per 

flush and urinals must have a direct flush valve. 

Water Use 

61. The City is hereby authorized to suspend, regulate or stop the supply of water to any of its 

Customers for the use of sprinkling or irrigation of lawns, gardens or fields or for any other 

use, whenever in the opinion of the Director of Public Works and Engineering public 

interest may require it. 

62. Every person that sprinkles or irrigates lawns, gardens or fields, shall use water supplied 

through the City's domestic system only during those times so designated by resolution of 

City Council. 

63. No person shall waste, lend, sell, give or otherwise dispose of water supplied by the City 

or permit the water to be taken or carried away for the use or benefit of others, without 
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first obtaining written permission from the Director of Public Works and Engineering, 

except if it is required to extinguish or prevent the spread of fire. 

64. Except for emergency fire use, no person shall connect, cause to be connected, or allow to 

remain connected, any piping, fixture, fitting, container or other appliance to a fire 

hydrant, stand pipe or any other temporary water connection: 

a. In a manner which, under any circumstances, may allow water, wastewater or any 

liquid or substance of any kind to enter the Merritt Community Water System; and 

b.  Without using an Approved Backflow Prevention Assembly which has been 

approved and installed in accordance with the City of Merritt Cross Connection 

Control Program; and 

c.  Without first obtaining a Hydrant Use Permit. 

65. Any person who violates this section will be refused access to service through the use of a 

fire hydrant or temporary water connection and may be subject to penalties under this 

Bylaw.  

Cross Connection Control 

66. No person shall create a Cross Connection by connecting, causing to be connected, or 

allowing to remain connected to the Merritt Community Water System any device, piping, 

fixture, fitting, container, appliance or any other chattel or thing which may under any 

circumstances allow non-potable water, Used Water, wastewater or any chemical, liquid, 

gas or other substance to enter the Merritt Community Water System. 

67. No Customer or other person shall permit the introduction of any Contaminant or foreign 

matter whatsoever into any Private Water System that is connected to the Merritt 

Community Water System. 

68. Service supplied by the Merritt Community Water System to a Customer shall be only 

provided where, in the opinion of the City of Merritt, the Merritt Community Water 

System has been effectively protected from any potential Cross Connections existing at or 

with the Customer's Private Water System. 

69. Where the City or its Duly Authorized Agent determines that there exists a connection or 

Cross Connection prohibited by this Bylaw, written notice may be given to the Customer to 

correct the connection or Cross Connection at the expense of the Customer within the 

time specified in the notice. 

70. A Customer to whom notice has been given under this section shall correct the 

connection or Cross Connection by installing an Approved Backflow Prevention Assembly 

conforming to the CSA Standards B64.10-07/B64.10.1-07 or most current edition, for the 
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selection, installation, maintenance and field testing of Backflow preventers and as 

described in the City of Merritt Cross Connection Control Program. 

71.  The Customer shall install a type of Backflow preventer commensurate to the degree of 

hazard and that is approved by the City on the Private Water System at the location of 

water connection from the Merritt Community Water System or other location(s) 

approved by the City. 

72. Notwithstanding anything contained herein if, in the opinion of the City the configuration 

of any water connection creates a high risk of contamination to the Merritt Community 

Water System, the Customer shall install on the Private Water System at the location of 

the water connection from the Merritt Community Water System, an Approved Backflow 

Prevention Assembly, or as directed by the City. 

73. The failure to be sent a notice(s) or the failure to receive a notice(s) shall not excuse the 

mandatory duty of the Customer or other responsible party to comply with this Bylaw and 

all other applicable bylaws.  

74. Where any condition is found to exist which, in the opinion of the City, constitutes a Cross 

Connection with the Merritt Community Water System, the City or Duly Authorized Agent 

shall either: 

a.   Shut off the water supply service(s) to the premises and notify the Customer that an 

Approved Backflow Prevention Assembly(s) shall be properly installed and tested at 

the expense of the Customer prior to the water supply service(s) being turned on; 

b.  Give notice to the Customer to correct the Cross Connection(s) at the expense of the 

Customer within a specified period. If the notice is not complied with, the City may 

Discontinue service or services; 

c. Install an Approved Backflow Prevention Assembly at the water connection with all 

costs being charged to the Customer. 

75. Any person whose water has been shut off pursuant to this Bylaw shall not have the  

water from the Merritt Community Water System turned on until all requirements of the 

City have been met and the Customer has paid to the City all costs  associated with the  

shut off/turn on of service, the cleanup of contamination and the Customer's default 

under this section has been remedied. 

Testing and Maintenance of Backflow Prevention Assemblies 

76. The Customer will provide to the City within thirty (30) days of initial installation, repair or 

relocation of an Approved Backflow Prevention Assembly a Backflow Assembly Test 

Report from a certified Backflow Assembly Tester confirming the following: 

a.  The installation date of the Approved Backflow Prevention Assembly; 
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b.  The specific location of the assembly and what Cross Connection or hazard it is 

intended to isolate; 

c. The manufacturer, model, size and serial number of the Backflow preventer 

installed; and 

d.  That it is an Approved Backflow Prevention Assembly, installed correctly and in 

proper operating condition. 

77. Approved Backflow prevention assemblies are required to be Inspected and tested by a 

certified Backflow Assembly Tester at least once in every twelve (12) month period or 

more often if required by the City.  

78. Where a Customer fails to have an Approved Backflow Prevention Assembly tested, the 

City may notify the Customer that the Backflow assembly must be tested within ninety-six 

(96) hours, or within a specified period. If the Customer fails to comply with such notice, 

the City or Duly Authorized Agent may Discontinue the service or services and the 

Customer may be subject to penalties listed under this Bylaw. 

79. Where there is a visible or other indication that a Backflow preventer is malfunctioning, it 

is the responsibility of the Customer to immediately notify the City, and further, to stop 

using the Private Water System until the Backflow preventer is replaced or repaired and 

re-tested. This includes but is not limited to damage by freezing, hot water, and fire or 

otherwise due to neglect. 

Severance 

80. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this Bylaw is for any reason held 

to be invalid by the decision of any Court of competent jurisdiction, this decision shall not 

affect the validity of the remaining portions of this Bylaw. 

Penalties 

81. Every person who violates any of the provisions of this Bylaw, or who suffers or permits 

any act or thing to be done in contravention or in violation of any of the provisions of this 

Bylaw, who neglects to do or refrains from doing anything required to be done by any of 

the provisions of this Bylaw, is guilty of an offence against this Bylaw and liable to the 

penalties hereby imposed. Each day that a violation continues to exist shall constitute a 

separate offence. 

82. Every person who commits an offence under this Bylaw is liable on summary conviction to 

a fine not exceeding Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000.00).  
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SCHEDULE "A" 

Bylaw XXXX 

 

 

 

 

 

TYPICAL WATER METER INSTALLATIONS 
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Report 
 
 

File Number: 3900-20 

To:  Cynthia White, Chief Administrative Officer 

From:  Linda Brick, Director of Corporate Services  

Date:  February 5, 2025 

Subject: City of Merritt Sewer Bylaw 2393, 2025 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 

THAT Council give First Reading to “City of Merritt Sewer Bylaw 2393, 2025”;  
 
And 
 
THAT Council give Second Reading to “City of Merritt Sewer Bylaw 2393, 2025;  
 
And 
 
THAT Council give Third Reading to “City of Merritt Sewer Bylaw 2393, 2025”;. 
 
Background: 

On February 6, 2025 the Policy and Bylaw Review Committee conducted a thorough 
review of the proposed bylaw and made the following recommendation: 

THAT the Committee recommends that the Sanitary Sewer Bylaw be forwarded 
to Council for consideration. 

The proposed changes to the bylaw include: 

1) Updating of staff titles to reflect current naming conventions; 
2) Updating references to the Fees and Charges Bylaw to reflect the current bylaw; 
3) Clarifying the responsibility of home owners in the case of blockages when the 

abuse of the system stems from material introduced in the home or through a 
lack of maintenance around trees from homeowner property; 
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4) Introduction of a requirement for a geotechnical report from a qualified 
professional detailing backfill requirements in areas of high groundwater and or 
unstable soil conditions. 

5) Removal of Schedule A – Forms will be in the prescribed form from the City, 
removal from the bylaw allows updates as required without amendments to the 
bylaw; 

6) Removal of Schedule B – this has been addressed through the requirement of a 
qualified professional providing a geotechnical report.  

Options / discussion 

1. Give three readings to Bylaw 2393;  
2. Return the proposed bylaw to staff with directed changes; 
3. Receive the report for information only.  

 
Others Consulted: 
Policy and Bylaw Review Committee  
Director of Public Works and Engineering Services  
 
Attachments: 
 
City of Merritt Sewer Bylaw 2393, 2025 
Redlined version of Bylaw 2393 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Linda Brick 
Director of Corporate Services 
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CITY OF MERRITT 

 

BYLAW 2393 

A BYLAW RESPECTING THE SANITARY SEWER SYSTEM OF THE CITY OF MERRITT 

 

The Municipal Council for the City of Merritt in open meeting assembled, enacts as follows: 

Citation 

 

1. This Bylaw shall be cited as the “City of Merritt Sanitary Sewer Bylaw No. 2393, 2025”. 

 

Repeal 

 

2. The City of Merritt Sanitary Sewer Bylaw No. 2182, 2015, and all amendments thereto, is hereby 

repealed.   

 

Definitions  

 

3. In this Bylaw, unless the context otherwise requires: 

 

"Accessible" means having access thereto, but which may first require removal of an access 

panel, door or similar obstruction. 

 

"B.O.D.5" (denoting biochemical oxygen demand) means the quantity of oxygen utilized in the 

biochemical oxidation of organic matter under standard laboratory procedure in five (5) days at 

20° Centigrade, expressed in milligrams per liter. 

 

"Building Inspector" means the person appointed as such from time to time by t he City and any 

person delegated to assist him in carrying out his duties under this Bylaw. 

 

"Building Sewer Service" means that portion of pipe and appurtenances from the property line 

up to and including all portions of the sanitary sewage collection system within any given 

building. 

 

"City" means the City of Merritt. 

 

"Commercial" means all buildings other than residential. 

 

"Customer" means the registered owner or occupier of the property. 

 

Page 83 of 382



Bylaw 2393 

"Director of Finance and Human Resources" means the officer assigned responsibility for 

financial administration or their designate. 

 

"Director of Public Works and Engineering Services" means the person holding the position of 

Director of Public Works and Engineering Services for the City, or a person appointed to act in 

their place. 

 

"Family" means an individual, or two (2) or more persons closely related by blood, marriage, 

adoption or foster parenthood, sharing one dwelling, or three (3) or less unrelated persons, 

sharing the same dwelling. 

 

"Farm Animal" means a domesticated animal normally raised for food, milk, or as a beast of 

burden, and without limiting the generality of the foregoing, includes cattle, horses, swine, 

sheep, goats, mules, donkeys and oxen. 

 

“Fees and Charges Bylaw” means the City of Merritt Fees and Charges Bylaw No. 2386, 2024, as 

amended or replaced from time to time.  

 

"Garbage" means solid wastes from the preparation, cooking and dispensing of food or from the 

handling, storage and sale of produce. 

 

"Industrial Waste" means liquid wastes from industrial processes or operations. 

 

"Natural Outlet" means any outlet into a watercourse, pond, ditch, lake or other body of surface 

or ground water. 

 

“Person” means any individual, firm, company, association, society, corporation, group or 

municipality.  

 

"pH" means the logarithm of the reciprocal of the weight of hydrogen ions in grams per liter of 

solution and denotes alkalinity or acidity. 

 

"Properly Shredded Garbage" means garbage that has been shredded to such a degree that all 

particles will be carried freely under the flow conditions normally prevailing in the City sewer 

mains. In no case shall these particles be greater than six (6) mm in any dimension. 

 

"Residential" means all single-family dwellings, duplexes, row housing and apartments. 

 

"Sanitary Sewer Main" means any sewer which carries sewage and to which storm, surface or 

ground waters are not intentionally admitted. 

 

"Sewer Service" means a pipe connecting a sanitary sewer main to a building sewer service at 

the property line of a parcel of land. 
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"Sanitary Sewer System" means all facilities for collecting, pumping, treating and disposing of 

sewage. 

 

"Sewage or Wastewater" means a combination of the water carried wastes from residential and 

commercial buildings, together with such ground water, surface and storm waters as may be 

present. 

 

"Sewage Treatment Plant" means any arrangement of devices and structures used for treating 

sewage. 

 

"Sewer" means a pipe or conduit for carrying sewage. 

 

"Standard Methods" means the methods and procedures set out in the latest edition of  

"Standard Methods for the Examination of Waste and Wastewater" published by the American 

Public Health Association, American Waterworks Association and the Water Pollution Control 

Federation. 

 

"Suspended solids" means solids that either floats on the surface of, or is in suspension in water, 

sewage or other liquids and which are removable by laboratory filtering. 

 

General 

 

4. The City is authorized to establish, maintain and operate a Sanitary Sewer System and such 

system shall be under the control and inspection of the Director of Public Works and 

Engineering Services. 

 

5. Any owner of property up to two hectares in area within the City on which there is located a 

residential or commercial building and which abuts on any City right-of-way or easement in 

which there is now or hereafter located a sanitary sewer main of the City, is hereby required to 

be connected directly to the City sanitary sewer at the owner's expense, in accordance with the 

British Columbia Plumbing Code and this Bylaw within thirty days after notice from the City. 

 

6. Should the owner fail to connect their premises to the City's Sanitary Sewer System within the 

time specified, the Director of Public Works and Engineering Services may order the required 

connection to be made by the City Public Works Crew or others in accordance with this Bylaw. 

All costs resulting from the said connection shall become due and payable by the owner. If the 

costs are not paid prior to the end of the calendar year, the amounts outstanding will be 

transferred to the property tax account as arrears. 

 

7. When any sanitary sewer connection is abandoned, the customer or their authorized agent shall 

effectively cap such connection at the property line. Failure to do so within thirty days after such 

abandonment shall be construed as authorization for the City to enter upon the property and so 

block such connection at the expense of the owner. 
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8. When any sanitary sewer connection is abandoned, and there is no expectation of use in the 

future, the City shall terminate such connection at the sewer main, at the expense of the owner. 

 

9. No person, except the duly authorized agents of the City, shall tap, uncover, or make any 

connections to, use, alter or disturb any sanitary sewer main without permission in advance by 

the Director of Public Works and Engineering Services. 

 

10. No person shall block, either wholly or in part of, any portion of the City Sanitary Sewer System 

by failure, omission or neglect to comply with the provisions of this Bylaw, and where such 

blockage occurs, the customer concerned shall, in addition to any penalty for infraction of this 

Bylaw, be liable to the City for all costs of clearing such blockage and for any other costs which 

the City may be held liable because of such blockage. 

 

11. Where it is found that blockage or damage has been caused by trees or shrubs to any part of the 

Sanitary Sewer System, the owner of the property on which the trees are situated shall be 

charged for all expenses incurred in clearing or repairing same. 

 

12. Any person duly authorized by the Director of Public Works and Engineering Services shall be 

permitted to enter upon all property for the purpose of inspection, observation, measurement, 

sampling and testing in accordance with the provisions of this Bylaw. If such inspection discloses 

any failure to comply with the provisions of this Bylaw, the Director of Public Works and 

Engineering Services shall notify the customer to rectify the said failure and in case of non-

compliance, the permit to operate or occupy the premises shall be cancelled until proper 

alterations have been made. 

 

13. Any rents, rates, expenses as per sections 6, 7, 8, 10, 11 and 31 of this Bylaw and charges shall 

become part of the utility billings, and failing payment, shall be applied to the annual property 

tax notice for collection. 

 

14. No person shall discharge into any natural outlet any sanitary sewage, industrial waste, or other 

polluted waters without first obtaining a permit from applicable Provincial/Federal authorities. 

 

15. No person shall discharge or cause to be discharged any storm water, surface water, ground 

water or cooling water into the City Sanitary Sewer System. Notwithstanding the above, the 

Director of Public Works and Engineering Services may upon application, authorize discharge of 

pre-existing cooling water where exceptional conditions may require doing so. 

 

16. No person shall discharge or cause to be discharged grease, oil or sediment into the Sanitary 

Sewer System. Therefore, approved grease, oil and sediment interceptors shall be provided by 

the customer on private property for all of, but not limited to, the following: restaurants, 

garages, gasoline service stations, bulk plants, washing establishments, and carpet cleaners. 

Approved interceptors shall also be required for any other commercial development when in 

the opinion of the Director of Public Works and Engineering Services excessive amounts of 

grease, oil or sediment are being discharged into the City sewage works. All approved 
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interceptors shall be of a type and capacity approved by the Director of Public Works and 

Engineering Services and shall be readily accessible for cleaning or inspection. The customer 

shall be responsible for continuous efficient operation, at their expense, of all approved 

interceptors. 

 

Sewer Rates 

 

17. Rates, rents and charges shall hereby be imposed upon the owners of real property situated 

both inside and outside the corporate limits of the City for the use of the City Sanitary Sewer 

System. 

 

18. All rates, rents and charges to be paid by customers for the use of the City Sanitary Sewer 

System shall be those set out in the City of Merritt Fees and Charges Bylaw. 

 

19. With the exception of residential properties, one-fourth (¼) of the annual rates as set out in the 

Fees and Charges Bylaw, shall be due and payable quarterly in each and every year. Annual rates 

for residential properties as set out in the Fees and Charges Bylaw, shall be billed semi-annually 

with the first bill issued at the end of April and the second invoice at the end of October. All 

Sewer Rates are due and payable thirty days from the invoice date. Invoices paid within thirty 

days will receive a ten percent discount. Outstanding payments at the end of the year shall be 

transferred to arrears property taxes in accordance with the Community Charter. 

 

20. Non-receipt of a utility bill will not exempt the customer from payment for the service received. 

 

21. Any customer paying rates, rents and charges for use of the City Sanitary Sewer System shall be 

liable for same until they have given notice in writing to the City, by way of an application for a 

water turn-off, of their desire to discontinue the use thereof. Any service supplied for a portion 

of a month shall be charged as if it were a full month. 

 

22. No person shall knowingly withhold information about the use of their premise that could affect 

utility rates, rents and charges. It is the responsibility of the owner to notify the City in writing 

when any changes or modifications are made to his their premises that may affect his their 

utility billings. Failure to provide the said notification will constitute a violation of this Bylaw. It 

shall be lawful for the City to bill and collect from the owner the additional rates, rents and 

charges resulting from the changes or modifications made to their premise from the time they 

were determined to be instituted. 

 

23. The Director of Finance and Human Resources is responsible for interpretation of the Sanitary 

Sewer Rates and Charges Schedule, and any person who feels that he has been unjustly charged 

or incorrectly billed for the service may appeal directly to the City Chief Administrative Officer. 

 

Sewer Service Connections 
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24. All building sewer services shall be constructed and maintained by the customer at their 

expense, to the requirements of this Bylaw and those of the British Columbia Plumbing Code. 

Permit applications for such construction must be made to the City Building Department on the 

appropriate form provided. Such application shall be supplemented by any plans, specifications 

or other information considered pertinent by the City Building Department. No occupancy can 

occur until all permits have been approved and the necessary requirements adhered to. 

 

25. Application for sewer service shall be made in writing by the customer, in the general format 

required by the City, and the following shall apply: 

a) The application shall provide the legal description or civic address of the property to be 

served, the requested size, service location and all other information that may be required 

in order that the correct rates, rents and charges can be applied. 

b) Upon receipt of such application, and provided a City sanitary sewer main is laid the full 

length of one of the customer's property lines, the City will tap the main and lay a service 

pipe to the nearest boundary of the applicant's property and for such connection the City 

shall be entitled to demand and receive from the applicant, in advance, such rates and 

charges as outlined in the Fees and Charges Bylaw. 

 

26. The City may require the diameter of the sewer service connection be determined by a design 

engineer, but the determination is subject to the approval by the Director of Public Works and 

Engineering Services, and in no case shall the diameter be less than 100 mm. 

 

27. Where application for sewer service has been made in accordance with this Bylaw and it is 

found that no sanitary sewer main extends the full length of a property line the applicant may 

have the option to: 

a) providing an extension is approved by the Director of Public Works and Engineering 

Services, pay for such extra sewer main or sewer service which is required; or,  

b) accept a full return of monies paid at time-of-service application. 

 

28. Where a specific size of sewer service has been requested, and where the City cannot or will not 

readily supply such service, the applicant may have the option of: 

a) accepting the size of sewer service as determined by the City; 

b) paying the appropriate cost of upgrading the City's sanitary sewer mains to meet the 

specific requests; or, 

c) accepting a full return of monies paid at time of application. 

 

29. The City shall be responsible for maintenance of the sewer service from connection at property 

line to the City's sanitary sewer main unless due to customer abuse. Any service pipe contents 

that block the flow of sewage, or breakage caused by roots, shall be considered abuse unless a 

result of backup from the main. The customer shall be responsible for maintenance of the sewer 

service on their property, from the connection at property line to their buildings. 

 

Specifications 
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30. All specifications for pipe, connections, and appurtenances for sanitary sewer connections from 

property line to the building shall conform to the British Columbia Plumbing Code, as a 

minimum. If requirements of this Bylaw are more stringent than the British Columbia Plumbing 

Code, the requirements of this Bylaw shall prevail. 

a) Pipe Material - sanitary sewer service connections shall be PVC type DR28 or DR35 sewer 

pipe manufactured to ASTM D3034 and certified by Canadian Standards Association to CSA 

B182.2, or Plastic Building Sewer Pipe manufactured to CAN/CSA B182.1-M. All pipe 

markings shall be turned up and visible to the Building Inspector. 

b) Pipe Sizes - All sanitary sewer connections from the property line to the building shall be a 

minimum of 100 mm in diameter. Pipes shall be sized according to the British Columbia 

Plumbing Code (section A-4.10) 

c) Clean-Out - A clean-out with a minimum diameter of 100 mm shall be located at the 

building. The clean-out shall be located such as to prevent surface or ground water entering 

the sewer connection. 

d) Testing - All connections shall be tested utilizing a water test or low pressure (3-1/2 lb.) air 

test, prior to acceptance by the Building Inspector. 

e) Backfill - For trenches in areas not subjected to vehicle loading and outside of ditchlines, 

approved native material may be used as backfill, if approved by the Building Inspector. For 

trenches in areas subjected to vehicle loading or where native material is not approved, 

backfill shall be sand or crushed rock free of clay lumps, organic and other deleterious 

material. Through areas of high groundwater and/or unstable soil conditions a geotechnical 

report, by a qualified professional, is required detailing backfill requirements. 

f) Grade - Minimum pipe grades shall be as follows: 

 

PIPE DIAMETER(mm) MINIMUM GRADE(%) 

100 2.00 

150 0.60 

200 0.40 

250 0.28 

300 0.22 

 

g) Depth of cover - Minimum depth of cover shall be 1 metre. In cases where grade prohibits 1 

metre depth of cover, the connection shall be protected with 50 mm of Styrofoam along the 

length of pipe having less than 1 metre of cover. In no case is less than 500 mm of cover 

allowed. 

h) Fittings - Fittings at the building and at the property line shall be approved by the Building 

Inspector. PVC connection pipe and fitting joints shall be integral bell and single elastomeric 

gasket or solvent welded to ASTM D3212 and ASSTM F477. Normal pipe laying length joint 

to joint shall be 4.0 metres for DR pipe and 3.0 metres for Plastic Building Sewer Pipe. 

 

31. Where it is found that damage has been caused by misuse or abuse by any person to any part of 

the City sewer system, or that cleanouts are not readily accessible, the customer must repair 

such damage or accessibility within the time period specified by the Director of Public Works 

and Engineering Services. Failure to make the necessary changes within the time specified will 
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result in the City carrying out the work at the owner's expense. If the said cost is not paid within 

ninety (90) days, it will be added to, and become part of the utility billings. 

 

32. Each single family dwelling, each dwelling unit of a semi-detached duplex, and each dwelling 

unit in a row house project with separate titles shall have an individual sewer service. 

 

Private Sewage Disposal 

 

33. No person shall construct or maintain any septic tank, cesspool or other facility intended or used 

for the disposal of sewage without approval in writing from the Building Inspector and Ministry 

of Health or Ministry of the Environment as applicable. 

 

34. All customers using private sewage disposal systems shall operate and maintain such facilities in 

a sanitary manner at all times at their own expense. 

 

35. At such time that the City Sanitary Sewer System becomes available to property serviced by a 

private sewage disposal system, the conditions of Sections 5. and 6. of this Bylaw shall apply. 

Any septic tank, cesspool or similar facility shall then be abandoned and filled with sand or 

suitable material as approved by the Building Inspector. 

 

36. No provision contained in this Bylaw shall be construed to interfere with any additional 

requirements that may be required by Provincial/ Federal Government authorities. 

 

Effluent Quality 

 

37. Without changing the generality of the foregoing statements, no person shall discharge or cause 

or permit to be discharged any of the following into any portion of the City Sanitary Sewer 

System without obtaining approval from the City to do so: 

a) any sewage or industrial waste in a volume greater than 3000 m3 per month; 

b) any liquid or vapor having a temperature higher than 50°C; 

c) any flammable or explosive material; 

d) any garbage which is not properly shredded to six (6.0) mm or less in any dimension; 

e) any metal, plastic, wood or other solid or viscous substance capable of causing obstruction 

or interference with the proper operation of the City Sanitary Sewer System or treatment 

process; 

f) any excrement from farm animals;  

g) any waste material from the processing of any animal or portions thereof;  

h) any noxious or malodorous gas or substance capable of creating a public nuisance; 

i) any sewage or industrial waste having a pH limit less than six (6.0) or greater than nine and a 

half (9.5); 

j) any radioactive material; 

k) any sewage or industrial waste containing any of the following materials in excess of the 

indicated concentrations: 

B.O.0.5 300 mg/L 
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suspended solids 400 mg/L 

total sulfide expressed as H2 5 mg/L 

phenolic compounds 2 mg/L 

oil and grease 50 mg/L 

total cyanide expressed as HCN 0.2 mg/L 

total copper expressed as Cu 1.0 mg/L 

total chromium expressed as Cr 1.0 mg/L 

total nickel expressed as Ni 1.0 mg/L 

total lead expressed as Pb 1.0 mg/L 

total zinc expressed as Zn 1.0 mg/L 

total cadmium expressed as Cd .05 mg/L 

total phosphorus expressed as P 15. mg/L 

total arsenic 0.5 mg/L 

total mercury .006 mg/L 

total silver 1.0 mg/L 

 

l) any water or waste containing a toxic or poisonous substance capable of constituting a 

hazard to humans or animals, or any water or waste containing substances in such 

concentrations that are not amenable to treatment or reduction by the sewage treatment 

process employed, or are amenable to treatment only to such a degree that the sewage 

treatment plant effluent and sludge cannot meet the requirements of any other agency 

having jurisdiction over discharges to the receiving waters. 

m) any special waste. 

n) any substance that when concentrated in sewage treatment plant effluent disposal basins or 

lagoons, or in sludge, could result in a contaminated site. 

 

38. In order to determine that all quality criteria is met the Director of Public Works and Engineering 

Services may require information related to the quantity and rate of discharge, details of the 

chemical and physical analysis of the discharge, any proposed pretreatment, or any other 

detailed information the Director of Public Works and Engineering Services may require. 

 

39. The Director of Public Works and Engineering Services has the authority to set or regulate at any 

time, conditions particular to an approval to discharge, including the requirement to provide a 

control structure, regular or sporadic sampling and pretreatment facilities. When required by 

the Director of Public Works and Engineering Services, an owner shall at their expense, install 

and maintain a control structure connected to allow observation, sampling and measurement of 

the sewage or wastewater, suitable to the Director of Public Works and Engineering Services. 

Such structure shall at all times be safe and accessible to authorized City personnel. 

 

40. Any measurements, tests or analyses of sewage or industrial waste which are required under 

provisions within this Bylaw be determined, shall be at the owner's expense in accordance with 

standard methods. All samples for testing shall be taken from the control structure provided for 

that purpose, or where no structure exists, the nearest downstream manhole in the City sewage 

works shall be deemed to be the control structure. 
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41. Any person making application shall, at their expense, provide pretreatment facilities that may 

be necessary to make the sewage or industrial waste acceptable to the standard methods set 

out in this Bylaw. Where pretreatment facilities are provided they shall be maintained 

continuously in a satisfactory and effective manner by the applicant at no expense to the City. 

 

42. In cases where no pretreatment can be provided and with the approval of the Director of Public 

Works and Engineering Services, a special agreement can be made between the City and the 

person concerned whereby industrial waste of an unusual strength or nature may be accepted 

by the City for treatment, subject to payment by the party concerned for such service. 

 

Severance 

 

43. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this Bylaw is for any reason held to be 

invalid by the decision of any Court of competent jurisdiction, this decision shall not affect the 

validity of the remaining portions of this Bylaw. 

 

Penalties 

 

44. Every person who violates any of the provisions of this Bylaw, or who suffers or permits any act 

or thing to be done in contravention or in violation of any of the provisions of this Bylaw, who 

neglects to do or refrains from doing anything required to be done by any of the provisions of 

this Bylaw, is guilty of an offence against this Bylaw and liable to the penalties hereby imposed. 

Each day that a violation continues to exist shall constitute a separate offence. 

 

45. Every person who commits an offence under this Bylaw is liable on summary conviction to a fine 

not exceeding Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000.00). 

READ A FIRST TIME this 
 

____ day of __________, 202X 

READ A SECOND TIME this 
 

____ day of __________, 202X 

READ A THIRD TIME this 
 

____ day of __________, 202X 

ADOPTED this ____ day of __________, 202X 
 
 
____________________ 
Michael Goetz 
Mayor 

 
 
____________________ 
Linda Brick 
Corporate Officer 
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CITY OF MERRITT 

 

BYLAW 2393 

A BYLAW RESPECTING THE SANITARY SEWER SYSTEM OF THE CITY OF MERRITT 

 

The Municipal Council for the City of Merritt in open meeting assembled, enacts as follows: 

Citation 

 

1. This Bylaw shall be cited as the “City of Merritt Sanitary Sewer Bylaw No. 2393, 2025”. 

 

Repeal 

 

2. The City of Merritt Sanitary Sewer Bylaw No. 2182, 2015, and all amendments thereto, is hereby 

repealed.   

 

Definitions  

 

3. In this Bylaw, unless the context otherwise requires: 

 

"Accessible" means having access thereto, but which may first require removal of an access 

panel, door or similar obstruction. 

 

"B.O.D.5" (denoting biochemical oxygen demand) means the quantity of oxygen utilized in the 

biochemical oxidation of organic matter under standard laboratory procedure in five (5) days at 

20° Centigrade, expressed in milligrams per liter. 

 

"Building Inspector" means the person appointed as such from time to time by t he City and any 

person delegated to assist him in carrying out his duties under this Bylaw. 

 

"Building Sewer Service" means that portion of pipe and appurtenances from the property line 

up to and including all portions of the sanitary sewage collection system within any given 

building. 

 

"City" means the City of Merritt. 

 

"Commercial" means all buildings other than residential. 

 

"Customer" means the registered owner or occupier of the property. 
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"Family" means an individual, or two (2) or more persons closely related by blood, marriage, 

adoption or foster parenthood, sharing one dwelling, or three (3) or less unrelated persons, 

sharing the same dwelling. 

 

"Farm Animal" means a domesticated animal normally raised for food, milk, or as a beast of 

burden, and without limiting the generality of the foregoing, includes cattle, horses, swine, 

sheep, goats, mules, donkeys and oxen. 

 

“Fees and Charges Bylaw” means the City of Merritt Fees and Charges Bylaw No. 2386, 2024, as 

amended or replaced from time to time.  

 

“Financial Services Manager” "Director of Finance and Human Resources" means the officer 

assigned responsibility for financial administration or their designate. 

 

"Garbage" means solid wastes from the preparation, cooking and dispensing of food or from the 

handling, storage and sale of produce. 

 

"Industrial Waste" means liquid wastes from industrial processes or operations. 

 

“Manager of Public Works” "Director of Public Works and Engineering Services" means the 

person holding the position of Director of Public Works and Engineering Services for the City, or 

a person appointed to act in their place. 

 

"Natural Outlet" means any outlet into a watercourse, pond, ditch, lake or other body of surface 

or ground water. 

 

“Person” means any individual, firm, company, association, society, corporation, group or 

municipality.  

 

"pH" means the logarithm of the reciprocal of the weight of hydrogen ions in grams per liter of 

solution and denotes alkalinity or acidity. 

 

"Properly Shredded Garbage" means garbage that has been shredded to such a degree that all 

particles will be carried freely under the flow conditions normally prevailing in the City sewer 

mains. In no case shall these particles be greater than six (6) mm in any dimension. 

 

"Residential" means all single family dwellings, duplexes, row housing and apartments. 

 

"Sanitary Sewer Main" means any sewer which carries sewage and to which storm, surface or 

ground waters are not intentionally admitted. 

 

"Sewer Service" means a pipe connecting a sanitary sewer main to a building sewer service at 

the property line of a parcel of land. 
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"Sanitary Sewer System" means all facilities for collecting, pumping, treating and disposing of 

sewage. 

 

"Sewage or Wastewater" means a combination of the water carried wastes from residential and 

commercial buildings, together with such ground water, surface and storm waters as may be 

present. 

 

"Sewage Treatment Plant" means any arrangement of devices and structures used for treating 

sewage. 

 

"Sewer" means a pipe or conduit for carrying sewage. 

 

"Standard Methods" means the methods and procedures set out in the latest edition of  

"Standard Methods for the Examination of Waste and Wastewater" published by the American 

Public Health Association, American Waterworks Association and the Water Pollution Control 

Federation. 

 

"Suspended solids" means solids that either floats on the surface of, or is in suspension in water, 

sewage or other liquids and which are removable by laboratory filtering. 

 

General 

 

4. The City is authorized to establish, maintain and operate a Sanitary Sewer System and such 

system shall be under the control and inspection of the Director of Public Works and 

Engineering Services. 

 

5. Any owner of property up to two hectares in area within the City on which there is located a 

residential or commercial building and which abuts on any City right-of-way or easement in 

which there is now or hereafter located a sanitary sewer main of the City, is hereby required to 

be connected directly to the City sanitary sewer at the owner's expense, in accordance with the 

British Columbia Plumbing Code and this Bylaw within thirty days after notice from the City. 

 

6. Should the owner fail to connect his their premises to the City's Sanitary Sewer System within 

the time specified, the Director of Public Works and Engineering Services may order the 

required connection to be made by the City Public Works Crew or others in accordance with this 

Bylaw. All costs resulting from the said connection shall become due and payable by the owner. 

If the costs are not paid prior to the end of the calendar year, the amounts outstanding will be 

transferred to the property tax account as arrears. 

 

7. When any sanitary sewer connection is abandoned, the customer or his their authorized agent 

shall effectively cap such connection at the property line. Failure to do so within thirty days after 

such abandonment shall be construed as authorization for the City to enter upon the property 

and so block such connection at the expense of the owner. 
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8. When any sanitary sewer connection is abandoned, and there is no expectation of use in the 

future, the City shall terminate such connection at the sewer main, at the expense of the owner. 

 

9. No person, except the duly authorized agents of the City, shall tap, uncover, or make any 

connections to, use, alter or disturb any sanitary sewer main without permission in advance by 

the Director of Public Works and Engineering Services. 

 

10. No person shall block, either wholly or in part of, any portion of the City Sanitary Sewer System 

by failure, omission or neglect to comply with the provisions of this Bylaw, and where such 

blockage occurs, the customer concerned shall, in addition to any penalty for infraction of this 

Bylaw, be liable to the City for all costs of clearing such blockage and for any other costs which 

the City may be held liable because of such blockage. 

 

11. Where it is found that blockage or damage has been caused by trees or shrubs to any part of the 

Sanitary Sewer System, the owner of the property on which the trees are situated shall be 

charged for all expenses incurred in clearing or repairing same. 

 

12. Any person duly authorized by the Director of Public Works and Engineering Services shall be 

permitted to enter upon all property for the purpose of inspection, observation, measurement, 

sampling and testing in accordance with the provisions of this Bylaw. If such inspection discloses 

any failure to comply with the provisions of this Bylaw, the Director of Public Works and 

Engineering Services shall notify the customer to rectify the said failure and in case of non-

compliance, the permit to operate or occupy the premises shall be cancelled until proper 

alterations have been made. 

 

13. Any rents, rates, expenses as per sections 6, 7, 8, 10, 11 and 31 of this Bylaw and charges shall 

become part of the utility billings, and failing payment, shall be applied to the annual property 

tax notice for collection. 

 

14. No person shall discharge into any natural outlet any sanitary sewage, industrial waste, or other 

polluted waters without first obtaining a permit from applicable Provincial/Federal authorities. 

 

15. No person shall discharge or cause to be discharged any storm water, surface water, ground 

water or cooling water into the City Sanitary Sewer System. Notwithstanding the above, the 

Director of Public Works and Engineering Services may upon application, authorize discharge of 

pre-existing cooling water where exceptional conditions may require doing so. 

 

16. No person shall discharge or cause to be discharged grease, oil or sediment into the Sanitary 

Sewer System. Therefore, approved grease, oil and sediment interceptors shall be provided by 

the customer on private property for all of, but not limited to, the following: restaurants, 

garages, gasoline service stations, bulk plants, washing establishments, and carpet cleaners. 

Approved interceptors shall also be required for any other commercial development when in 

the opinion of the Director of Public Works and Engineering Services excessive amounts of 

grease, oil or sediment are being discharged into the City sewage works. All approved 
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interceptors shall be of a type and capacity approved by the Director of Public Works and 

Engineering Services and shall be readily accessible for cleaning or inspection. The customer 

shall be responsible for continuous efficient operation, at their expense, of all approved 

interceptors. 

 

Sewer Rates 

 

17. Rates, rents and charges shall hereby be imposed upon the owners of real property situated 

both inside and outside the corporate limits of the City for the use of the City Sanitary Sewer 

System. 

 

18. All rates, rents and charges to be paid by customers for the use of the City Sanitary Sewer 

System shall be those set out in Schedule "B" of the City of Merritt Fees and Charges Bylaw No. 

2176, 2015, as may be amended from time to time. 

 

19. With the exception of residential properties, one-fourth (¼) of the annual rates as set out in 

Schedule "B" of the City of Merritt the Fees and Charges Bylaw No. 2176, 2015, shall be due and 

payable quarterly in each and every year. Annual rates for residential properties as set out in the 

Schedule "B" of the City of Merritt Fees and Charges Bylaw No. 2176, 2015, shall be billed semi-

annually with the first bill issued at the end of April and the second invoice at the end of 

October. All Sewer Rates are due and payable thirty days from the invoice date. Invoices paid 

within thirty days will receive a ten percent discount. Outstanding payments at the end of the 

year shall be transferred to arrears property taxes in accordance with the Community Charter. 

 

20. Non-receipt of a utility bill will not exempt the customer from payment for the service received. 

 

21. Any customer paying rates, rents and charges for use of the City Sanitary Sewer System shall be 

liable for same until they have given notice in writing to the City, by way of an application for a 

water turn-off, of their desire to discontinue the use thereof. Any service supplied for a portion 

of a month shall be charged as if it were a full month. 

 

22. No person shall knowingly withhold information about the use of his their premise that could 

affect utility rates, rents and charges. It is the responsibility of the owner to notify the City in 

writing when any changes or modifications are made to his their premises that may affect his 

their utility billings. Failure to provide the said notification will constitute a violation of this 

Bylaw. It shall be lawful for the City to bill and collect from the owner the additional rates, rents 

and charges resulting from the changes or modifications made to his their premise from the 

time they were determined to be instituted. 

 

23. The Director of Finance and Human Resources is responsible for interpretation of the Sanitary 

Sewer Rates and Charges Schedule, and any person who feels that he has been unjustly charged 

or incorrectly billed for the service may appeal directly to the City Chief Administrative Officer. 

 

Sewer Service Connections 
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24. All building sewer services shall be constructed and maintained by the customer at their 

expense, to the requirements of this Bylaw and those of the British Columbia Plumbing Code. 

Permit applications for such construction must be made to the City Building Department on the 

appropriate form provided. Such application shall be supplemented by any plans, specifications 

or other information considered pertinent by the City Building Department. No occupancy can 

occur until all permits have been approved and the necessary requirements adhered to. 

 

25. Application for sewer service shall be made in writing by the customer, in the general format 

required by the City outlined on Schedule "A", attached to and forming part of this Bylaw, and 

the following shall apply: 

a) The application shall provide the legal description or civic address of the property to be 

served, the requested size, service location and all other information that may be required 

in order that the correct rates, rents and charges can be applied. 

b) Upon receipt of such application, and provided a City sanitary sewer main is laid the full 

length of one of the customer's property lines, the City will tap the main and lay a service 

pipe to the nearest boundary of the applicant's property and for such connection the City 

shall be entitled to demand and receive from the applicant, in advance, such rates and 

charges as outlined in Schedule "B" of the City of Merritt Fees and Charges Bylaw No. 2176, 

2015. 

 

26. The City may require the diameter of the sewer service connection be determined by a design 

engineer, but the determination is subject to the approval by the Director of Public Works and 

Engineering Services, and in no case shall the diameter be less than 100 mm. 

 

27. Where application for sewer service has been made in accordance with this Bylaw and it is 

found that no sanitary sewer main extends the full length of a property line the applicant may 

have the option to: 

a) providing an extension is approved by the Director of Public Works and Engineering 

Services, pay for such extra sewer main or sewer service which is required; or,  

b) accept a full return of monies paid at time-of-service application. 

 

28. Where a specific size of sewer service has been requested, and where the City cannot or will not 

readily supply such service, the applicant may have the option of: 

a) accepting the size of sewer service as determined by the City; 

b) paying the appropriate cost of upgrading the City's sanitary sewer mains to meet the 

specific requests; or, 

c) accepting a full return of monies paid at time of application. 

 

29. The City shall be responsible for maintenance of the sewer service from connection at property 

line to the City's sanitary sewer main unless due to customer abuse. Any service pipe contents 

that block the flow of sewage, or breakage caused by roots, shall be considered abuse unless a 

result of backup from the main. The customer shall be responsible for maintenance of the sewer 

service on his their property, from the connection at property line to his their buildings. 
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Specifications 

 

30. All specifications for pipe, connections, and appurtenances for sanitary sewer connections from 

property line to the building shall conform to the British Columbia Plumbing Code, as a 

minimum. If requirements of this Bylaw are more stringent than the British Columbia Plumbing 

Code, the requirements of this Bylaw shall prevail. 

a) Pipe Material - sanitary sewer service connections shall be PVC type DR28 or DR35 sewer 

pipe manufactured to ASTM D3034 and certified by Canadian Standards Association to CSA 

B182.2, or Plastic Building Sewer Pipe manufactured to CAN/CSA B182.1-M. All pipe 

markings shall be turned up and visible to the Building Inspector. 

b) Pipe Sizes - All sanitary sewer connections from the property line to the building shall be a 

minimum of 100 mm in diameter. Pipes shall be sized according to the British Columbia 

Plumbing Code (section A-4.10) 

c) Clean-Out - A clean-out with a minimum diameter of 100 mm shall be located at the 

building. The clean-out shall be located such as to prevent surface or ground water entering 

the sewer connection. 

d) Testing - All connections shall be tested utilizing a water test or low pressure (3-1/2 lb.) air 

test, prior to acceptance by the Building Inspector. 

e) Backfill - For trenches in areas not subjected to vehicle loading and outside of ditchlines, 

approved native material may be used as backfill, if approved by the Building Inspector. For 

trenches in areas subjected to vehicle loading or where native material is not approved, 

backfill shall be sand or crushed rock free of clay lumps, organic and other deleterious 

material. Through areas of high groundwater and/or unstable soil conditions, drain rock 

shall be installed to bed the pipe. Bedding and backfill shall conform to the drawing in 

Schedule "B" of this Bylaw a geotechnical report, by a qualified professional, is required 

detailing backfill requirements. 

f) Grade - Minimum pipe grades shall be as follows: 

 

PIPE DIAMETER(mm) MINIMUM GRADE(%) 

100 2.00 

150 0.60 

200 0.40 

250 0.28 

300 0.22 

 

g) Depth of cover - Minimum depth of cover shall be 1 metre. In cases where grade prohibits 1 

metre depth of cover, the connection shall be protected with 50 mm of Styrofoam along the 

length of pipe having less than 1 metre of cover. In no case is less than 500 mm of cover 

allowed. 

h) Fittings - Fittings at the building and at the property line shall be approved by the Building 

Inspector. PVC connection pipe and fitting joints shall be integral bell and single elastomeric 

gasket or solvent welded to ASTM D3212 and ASSTM F477. Normal pipe laying length joint 

to joint shall be 4.0 metres for DR pipe and 3.0 metres for Plastic Building Sewer Pipe. 
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31. Where it is found that damage has been caused by misuse or abuse by any person to any part of 

the City sewer system, or that cleanouts are not readily accessible, the customer must repair 

such damage or accessibility within the time period specified by the Director of Public Works 

and Engineering Services. Failure to make the necessary changes within the time specified will 

result in the City carrying out the work at the owner's expense. If the said cost is not paid within 

ninety (90) days, it will be added to, and become part of the utility billings. 

 

32. Each single family dwelling, each dwelling unit of a semi-detached duplex, and each dwelling 

unit in a row house project with separate titles shall have an individual sewer service. 

 

Private Sewage Disposal 

 

33. No person shall construct or maintain any septic tank, cesspool or other facility intended or used 

for the disposal of sewage without approval in writing from the Building Inspector and Ministry 

of Health or Ministry of the Environment as applicable. 

 

34. All customers using private sewage disposal systems shall operate and maintain such facilities in 

a sanitary manner at all times at their own expense. 

 

35. At such time that the City Sanitary Sewer System becomes available to property serviced by a 

private sewage disposal system, the conditions of Sections 5. and 6. of this Bylaw shall apply. 

Any septic tank, cesspool or similar facility shall then be abandoned and filled with sand or 

suitable material as approved by the Building Inspector. 

 

36. No provision contained in this Bylaw shall be construed to interfere with any additional 

requirements that may be required by Provincial/ Federal Government authorities. 

 

Effluent Quality 

 

37. Without changing the generality of the foregoing statements, no person shall discharge or cause 

or permit to be discharged any of the following into any portion of the City Sanitary Sewer 

System without obtaining approval from the City to do so: 

a) any sewage or industrial waste in a volume greater than 3000 m3 per month; 

b) any liquid or vapor having a temperature higher than 50°C; 

c) any flammable or explosive material; 

d) any garbage which is not properly shredded to six (6.0) mm or less in any dimension; 

e) any metal, plastic, wood or other solid or viscous substance capable of causing obstruction 

or interference with the proper operation of the City Sanitary Sewer System or treatment 

process; 

f) any excrement from farm animals;  

g) any waste material from the processing of any animal or portions thereof;  

h) any noxious or malodorous gas or substance capable of creating a public nuisance; 
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i) any sewage or industrial waste having a pH limit less than six (6.0) or greater than nine and a 

half (9.5); 

j) any radioactive material; 

k) any sewage or industrial waste containing any of the following materials in excess of the 

indicated concentrations: 

B.O.0.5 300 mg/L 

suspended solids 400 mg/L 

total sulfide expressed as H2 5 mg/L 

phenolic compounds 2 mg/L 

oil and grease 50 mg/L 

total cyanide expressed as HCN 0.2 mg/L 

total copper expressed as Cu 1.0 mg/L 

total chromium expressed as Cr 1.0 mg/L 

total nickel expressed as Ni 1.0 mg/L 

total lead expressed as Pb 1.0 mg/L 

total zinc expressed as Zn 1.0 mg/L 

total cadmium expressed as Cd .05 mg/L 

total phosphorus expressed as P 15. mg/L 

total arsenic 0.5 mg/L 

total mercury .006 mg/L 

total silver 1.0 mg/L 

 

l) any water or waste containing a toxic or poisonous substance capable of constituting a 

hazard to humans or animals, or any water or waste containing substances in such 

concentrations that are not amenable to treatment or reduction by the sewage treatment 

process employed, or are amenable to treatment only to such a degree that the sewage 

treatment plant effluent and sludge cannot meet the requirements of any other agency 

having jurisdiction over discharges to the receiving waters. 

m) any special waste. 

n) any substance that when concentrated in sewage treatment plant effluent disposal basins or 

lagoons, or in sludge, could result in a contaminated site. 

 

38. In order to determine that all quality criteria is met the Director of Public Works and Engineering 

Services may require information related to the quantity and rate of discharge, details of the 

chemical and physical analysis of the discharge, any proposed pretreatment, or any other 

detailed information the Director of Public Works and Engineering Services may require. 

 

39. The  Director of Public Works and Engineering Services has the authority to set or regulate at 

any time, conditions particular to an approval to discharge, including the requirement to provide 

a control structure, regular or sporadic sampling and pretreatment facilities. When required by 

the Director of Public Works and Engineering Services, an owner shall at their expense, install 

and maintain a control structure connected to allow observation, sampling and measurement of 

the sewage or wastewater, suitable to the Director of Public Works and Engineering Services. 

Such structure shall at all times be safe and accessible to authorized City personnel. 
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40. Any measurements, tests or analyses of sewage or industrial waste which are required under 

provisions within this Bylaw be determined, shall be at the owner's expense in accordance with 

standard methods. All samples for testing shall be taken from the control structure provided for 

that purpose, or where no structure exists, the nearest downstream manhole in the City sewage 

works shall be deemed to be the control structure. 

 

41. Any person making application shall, at his their expense, provide pretreatment facilities that 

may be necessary to make the sewage or industrial waste acceptable to the standard methods 

set out in this Bylaw. Where pretreatment facilities are provided they shall be maintained 

continuously in a satisfactory and effective manner by the applicant at no expense to the City. 

 

42. In cases where no pretreatment can be provided and with the approval of the Director of Public 

Works and Engineering Services, a special agreement can be made between the City and the 

person concerned whereby industrial waste of an unusual strength or nature may be accepted 

by the City for treatment, subject to payment by the party concerned for such service. 

 

Severance 

 

43. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this Bylaw is for any reason held to be 

invalid by the decision of any Court of competent jurisdiction, this decision shall not affect the 

validity of the remaining portions of this Bylaw. 

 

Penalties 

 

44. Every person who violates any of the provisions of this Bylaw, or who suffers or permits any act 

or thing to be done in contravention or in violation of any of the provisions of this Bylaw, who 

neglects to do or refrains from doing anything required to be done by any of the provisions of 

this Bylaw, is guilty of an offence against this Bylaw and liable to the penalties hereby imposed. 

Each day that a violation continues to exist shall constitute a separate offence. 

 

45. Every person who commits an offence under this Bylaw is liable on summary conviction to a fine 

not exceeding Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000.00). 

READ A FIRST TIME this 
 

____ day of __________, 202X 

READ A SECOND TIME this 
 

____ day of __________, 202X 

READ A THIRD TIME this 
 

____ day of __________, 202X 

ADOPTED this ____ day of __________, 202X 
 
 
____________________ 
Michael Goetz 
Mayor 

 
 
____________________ 
Linda Brick 
Corporate Officer 
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SCHEDULE “A” 

SEWER CONNECTION APPLICATION 
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Schedule B  

to Bylaw XXXX 

 

 

Standard Classes of Pipe Bedding and Backfill within the Pipe Zone 

Insert picture or table 
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Report 
 
 

File Number: 3900-20 

To:  Cynthia White, Chief Administrative Officer 

From:  Linda Brick, Director of Corporate Services  

Date:  February 6, 2025 

Subject: City of Merritt Fees and Charges Bylaw, Amending Bylaw No. 2394, 2025 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 

THAT Council give First Reading to “City of Merritt Fees and Charges Bylaw, 
Amending Bylaw No. 2394, 2025”;  
 
And 
 
THAT Council give Second Reading to “City of Merritt Fees and Charges Bylaw, 
Amending Bylaw No. 2394, 2025”; 
 
And 
 
THAT Council give Third Reading to “City of Merritt Fees and Charges Bylaw, 
Amending Bylaw No. 2394, 2025’. 
 
Background: 

On January 9, 2025 the Recreation Advisory Committee passed the following 
recommendation to Council: 

THAT the use of the Nicola Valley Aquatic Centre pool be in kind for the annual 
swim meet (on a non-statutory holiday weekend) and the Otter's Swim Club be 
offered a rental rate for swim lanes at $13.50 per hour in 2025. 

The proposed bylaw amendments to the Fees and Charges Bylaw include this 
amendment in Schedule “I” Community Service Fees and Charges Schedule. 

City of Merritt 
REGULAR Council Meeting 

February 11, 2025 
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The proposed change to Schedule “F” Planning and Development Fees and Charges 
includes the incorporation of the Sign Development Permit Fee from the Land Use and 
Development Procedure bylaw and the incorporation of the Sign Permit fee from the 
Sign Bylaw.  As staff are conducting a review of all City Bylaws fees are being 
transferred from individual bylaws to the central Fees and Charges Bylaw.  As part of 
the updating of the Fees and Charges bylaw projects for the fees for the current and two 
subsequent years is included in the bylaw to provide an overview of the projected rates 
for future years.  Rates are reviewed annually to ensure that they continue to be 
reasonable and appropriate. 

The proposed change to Schedule “B” Sanitary Sewer Rates and Charges adjusts the 
Disposal charge per cubic metre for both metered sanitary sewer user rates for 
properties located outside the City Boundaries and Septage Disposal Site rates.   

Options / discussion 

1) Give three readings to the proposed bylaw as presented; 
2) Return the bylaw to staff with directed changes; 
3) Receive the report for information only.   

Others Consulted: 
 
Recreation Advisory Committee 
Chief Administrative Officer 
 
Attachments: 
 
City of Merritt Fees and Charges Bylaw, Amending Bylaw No. 2394, 2025 
Redlined version of Bylaw 2394 
Merritt Otter Swim Club Financials 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Linda Brick 
Director of Corporate Services 
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CITY OF MERRITT 

 
BYLAW 2394 

 
A BYLAW TO AUTHORIZE THE CHARGING OF FEES FOR VARIOUS MUNICIPAL SERVICES 

 

 

The Municipal Council for the City of Merritt in open meeting assembled, enacts as follows: 

Citation 

1.   This Bylaw shall be cited as “City of Merritt Fees and Charges Bylaw, Amending Bylaw No. 2394, 
2025”. 

 
Details 

 

 

2.   The City of Merritt Fees and Charges Bylaw No. 2386, 2024 is amended as follows: 
 

A) Schedule B Sanitary Sewer Rates and Charges is deleted in its entirety and replaced with a 
new Schedule B Sanitary Sewer Rates and Schedules as set out in Schedule 1 of this bylaw; 
 

B) Schedule F Planning and Development Fees and Charges is deleted in its entirety and 
replaced with a new Schedule F Planning and Development Fees and Charges as set out in 
Schedule 2 of this bylaw; 

 
C) Schedule I Community Service Fees and Charges Schedule is deleted in its entirety and 

replaced with a new Schedule I Community Service Fees and Charges Schedule as set out in 
Schedule 3 of this bylaw.  

 

READ A FIRST TIME this ___ day of _________, ____ 

 

READ A SECOND TIME this ___ day of _________, ____ 

 

READ A THIRD TIME this ___ day of _________, ____ 

 

ADOPTED this ___ day of _________, ____ 

 

 

 

____________________ ____________________ 

Michael Goetz  Linda Brick 

Mayor  Corporate Officer 
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Schedule 1 to Bylaw 2394 

 

SCHEDULE B TO BYLAW 2386 
SANITARY SEWER RATES AND CHARGES 

 
Applications / Connections / Disconnections / Reconnections 

 2025 2026 2027 

SEWER    

Connection Charge $110.00 $115.50 $121.28 

Service Connection - 4 inch - minimum charge $2,486.75 $2,611.09 $2,741.64 

Service Connection - 6 inch - minimum charge $2,621.50 $2,752.58 $2,890.20 

Connection Inspection $152.00 $159.60 $167.58 

Additional connection charge for cut and replace asphalt $1,937.50 $2,421.86 $3,027.33 

Additional connection charge for sidewalk replacement $1,775.00 $2,218.75 $2,773.44 

Additional connection charge for other works required for 
service 

 

 

Actual Cost + 15% 

Sewer inspection during regular business hours $92.00 $96.60 $101.43 

Sewer inspection other than regular business hours $305.00 $320.25 $336.26 
 

 2025 2026 2027 

Sewer Rates – Metered Residential (Semi-annual)    

Monthly Base Rate (per meter) $50.00 $52.50 $55.13 

Consumption Rate (80% of total water consumption) Actual water consumption x 80% 

 
 2025 2026 2027 

Sewer Rates – Non-Metered Residential (Semi-annual)    

Single Family Residential $186.98 $201.01 $216.09 

Single Family Residential with a secondary suite $327.23 $351.77 $378.15 

Apartments and Rental Suites  $140.24 $150.76 $162.07 
 

 2025 2026 2027 

Sewer Rates – Non-Metered 
Commercial/Industrial/Institutional (Quarterly) 

   

Boarding or lodging per sleeping unit $63.72 $79.65 $99.56 

Mobile Home Parks (per unit) $93.49 $100.55 $108.04 

Other properties that are not included in identified 
categories 

 
$150.00 

 
$187.50 

 
$234.38 

 
Metered Sanitary Sewer User Rates – Billed Quarterly 
 2025 2026 2027 

Metered Sewer Rates (per cubic metre)    

Monthly Base Rate (per meter) $65.00 $68.25 $71.66 

Disposal per cubic meter Water consumption x 80% 
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Metered Sanitary Sewer User Rates – For Properties Located Outside the City Boundaries 
(Subject to a servicing agreement) 
 2025 2026 2027 

Meter reading charge per meter per reading $100.00 $105.00 $110.00 

Disposal charge per cubic metre $60.00 $63.00 $66.15 
 

Septage Disposal Site Fees 
 2025 2026 2027 

Monthly Minimum Fee $25.00 $25.00 $25.00 

Account opening fee (2 fobs) $150.00 $150.00 $150.00 

Additional/replacement fob  $50.00 $50.00 $50.00 

Disposal charge per cubic metre $50.00 $52.25 $55.13 
 

Discounts on Sanitary Sewer User Rates 

 
The sanitary sewer user rates due and payable that are shown in this schedule shall be subject to a 
discount of ten percent, provided rates for the current billing are paid in full on or before the close of 
business on the due date set out on the billing form. If all or a portion of the rates due and payable is 
received after the due date set out on the billing form then it shall be the amount shown in this 
schedule.
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Schedule 2 to Bylaw 2394 

 

SCHEDULE F TO BYLAW 2386 
PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT FEES AND CHARGES 

 

 2025 2026 2027 

OCP Amendments    

OCP Amendments $2,000.00 $2100.00 $2,205,00 

OCP Amendments in conjunction with a Rezoning 
application 

 

$1,500.00 
 

$1,575.00 
 

$1,653.75 

    

Rezoning    

Rezoning Applications $1,755.18 $1,842.94 $1,935.09 

Zoning Bylaw Text Amendments $1,463.02 $1,536.17 $1,612.98 

Comprehensive Development Zone $2,924.93 $3,071.18 $3,224.74 

    

  Public Notice Signs (OCP Amendments/ Rezoning)      

Sign Removal Deposit $500.00 $500.00 $500.00 

Sign Installation Actual Cost 

Sign Replacement or Repair Actual Cost 

    

Development Permit Application    

Minor DP (patio, façade improvement) $350.60 $368.12 $386.53 

Major DP $1,755.18 $1,842.94 $1,935.09 

Amendments to a DP $175.30 $184.06 $193.26 

Appeal to Council of a Staff Decision on a DP $585.43 $614.70 $645.44 

Riparian/ Environmental DP $350.60 $368.12 $386.53 

Geotechnical DP $350.60 $368.12 $386.53 

Wildfire DP $350.60 $368.12 $386.53 

    

Development Variance Permit or Board of Variance Application   

Minor Variance (up to 2 Variances) $819.16 $860.12 $903.13 

Minor Variance in conjunction with a DP $585.43 $614.70 $645.44 

Major Variance (3+ Variances) $1,169.75 $1,228.24 $1,289.65 

Major Variance in conjunction with a DP $936.02 $982.82 $1,031.9
6 Board of Variance $585.43 $614.70 $645.44 

    

Temporary Use Permit    

Temporary Use Permit $936.02 $982.82 $1,031.9
0 Temporary Use Permit Renewal $467.46 $490.83 $515.37 
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 2025 2026 2027 

Discretionary Use Permit    

Minor Discretionary Use Permit $58.43 $61.35 $64.42 

Major Discretionary Use Permit $585.43 $614.70 $645.44 

Special Discretionary Use Permit $1,169.75 $1,228.24 $1,289.65 

Subdivision    

Preliminary Layout Review (Fees based on total number of lots being registered at Land Titles) 

Up to 2 Lots $994.46  $1,044.18 $1,096.39 
 
 

3 – 10 Lots 

 

$1,169.75 + 
 

$1,228.24 + 
 

$1,289.65 + 
$116.87 $122.71 $128.85 

per lot per lot per lot 

 
 

11 – 20 Lots 

 

$2,924.93 + 
 

$3,071.18 + 
 

$3,224.74 + 
$116.87 $122.71 $128.85 

per lot per lot per lot 

 
 

21 – 30 Lots 

 

$4,680.11 + 
 

$4,914.12 + 
 

$5,159.83 + 
$116.87 $122.71 $128.85 

per lot per lot per lot 

 
 

31 – 40 Lots 

 

$5,849.87 + 
 

$6,142.36 + 
 

$6,449.48 + 
$116.87 $122.71 $128.85 

per lot per lot per lot 

 
 

41 or More Lots 

 

$7,019.62 + 
 

$7,370.60 + 
 

$7,739.13 + 
$116.87 $122.71 $128.85 

per lot per lot per lot 

Phased Strata (each phase) $994.46 $1,044.1
8 

$1,096.39 

Preliminary Layout Review (PLR) Amendment or 
Extension 

 
$233.73 

 
$245.42 

 
$257.69 

Strata Conversion    

 
 

Strata Conversion 

 

$585.43 + 
 

$614.70 + 
 

$645.44 + 
$116.87 $122.71 $128.85 

per lot per lot per lot 

Third Party Review of Reports Submitted Actual Cost 

Agricultural Land Reserve Application    

 

ALR Exclusion/Inclusion/Subdivision/Non-Farm 
 

As prescribed by the ALC 

 
 

Page 111 of 382



 

 

 

 2025 2026 2027 

Other Administrative Fees    

Ministry of Environment Site Profile Referral $116.87 $122.71 $128.85 

Land Titles Document Retrieval (per document) $23.15 $24.31 $25.53 

Earthworks Permit    

Earthworks Permit Application Fee $114.66 $120.39 $126.41 

Security Fee in the form of cash or an Irrevocable    

Standby Letter of Credit:    

(Security fee is refundable if works are completed in    

compliance with Earthworks Permit)    

 

 
 
 

Residential Landscaping 

The The The 
greater of greater of greater of 
$500 or $500 or $500 or 
10% of the 10% of the 10% of the 
value of value of value of 
the works the works the works 

Single Detached $5,000 $5,000 $5,000 

Semi-detached Residential $5,000 $5,000 $5,000 

Multi-Unit Residential (three or more units) $5,000 $5,000 $5,000 

Commercial or Industrial $5,000 $5,000 $5,000 

    

Sign Bylaw    

Sign Development Permit $100 ($50 for 
Development 
Permit & $50 
for Sign Permit) 
and additional 
cost as per 
Construction 
Value. 

$105  
($52.50 for 
Development 
Permit & 
$52.50 for 
Sign Permit) 
and additional 
cost as per 
Construction 
Value. 

$110.30 

($55.15 for 
Development 
Permit & 
$55.15 for 
Sign Permit) 
and additional 
cost as per 
Construction 
Value. 

Sign Permit    

Construction Value    

Up to $1,000.00 $50.00 $52.50 $55.13 

For each additional $1,000.00 or part thereof $6.00 $6.30 $6.62 

Sandwich Board No Fee $25.00 $26.25 

Sign approved by a specific Sign Development 
Permit (does not apply if the sign is part of a 
Comprehensive Development Permit)  

$25.00 $26.25 $27.56 
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Schedule 3 to Bylaw 2394 

 

SCHEDULE I TO BYLAW 2386  
COMMUNITY SERVICE FEES AND CHARGES SCHEDULE 

 
 2025 2026 2027 

COMMUNITY SERVICE FEES    

    

Public Skating    

Child (2-12 years of age) $3.25 $3.50 $3.50 

Youth (13-18 years of age) $3.75 $4.00 $4.00 

Adult (19-59 years of age) $5.50 $6.00 $6.00 

Senior (60+) $3.75 $4.00 $4.00 

Family (2 adults and up to 2 children) $13.00 $14.00
0 

$15.00 

Ice Rental Rates    

Adult hourly rate $157.50 $165.50 $170.00 

Youth / Senior hourly rate $78.75 $83.00 $85.00 

Off season hourly rate $105.00 $110.25 $115.00 

Off season daily rate (more than 4 hours to max 8) $787.50 $826.88 $850.00 

Dry Floor and Mezzanine Rental Rates    

Arena floor - local non-profit (per day) $630.00 $661.50 $670.00 

Arena floor - organized youth sport (per hour) $52.50 $55.13 $57.89 

Arena floor - organized adult sport (per hour) $105.00 $110.25 $115.76 

Arena floor - private/commercial/for-profit (per day) $840.00 $882.00 $926.10 

Mezzanine - local non-profit (per day) $525.00 $551.25 $578.81 

Mezzanine - private/commercial/for-profit (per day) $735.00 $771.75 $810.34 

Mezzanine – hourly rate $65.63 $68.91 $72.36 

Full Facility - local non-profit (per day) $1,050.00 $1,102.50 $1,157.63 

Full Facility - private/commercial/for-profit (per day) $1,575.00 $1,653.17 $1,735.83 

Damage Deposit (Refundable) $1,000.00 $1,000.00 $1,000.00 
NVAC Daily Use Rates (includes public swim and fitness 
room if age appropriate) 

   

Tot (under 2 years) free free free 

Child (2-12 years) $3.25 $3.50 $3.50 

Youth (13-18 years) $3.75 $4.00 $4.00 

Adult (19-59 years) $5.50 $6.00 $6.00 

Senior (60+) $3.75 $4.00 $4.00 

Family (2 adults and up to 2 children) $13.00 $14.00 $15.00 
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 2025 2026 2027 
Seasonal Passes    

Child                                               Monthly $32.50 $35.00 $35.00 

Six months $175.00 $189.00 $189.00 

Annual $331.50 $357.00 $357.00 

Youth/Senior                                 Monthly $37.50 $40.00 $40.00 

Six Months $202.50 $216.00 $216.00 

Annual $382.50 $408.00 $408.00 

Adult                                               Monthly $55.00 $60.00 $60.00 

Six Months $303.00 $324.00 $324.00 

Annual $561.00 $621.00 $621.00 

Family                                            Monthly $130.00 $140.00 $150.00 

Six Months $702.00 $756.00 $810.00 

Annual $1326.00 $1428.00 $1530.00 
    

Swim Lessons    

Parent and Tot (8 lessons X 30 min) $50.00 $52.50 $55.00 

Preschool (8 lessons X 30min) $50.00 $52.50 $55.00 

Swimmer    

8 lessons X 30 min $50.00 $52.50 $55.00 

8 lessons X 45 min $60.00 $63.00 $66.00 

Private Lessons – operating hours    

Per lesson $30.00 $35.00 $40.00 

Per four half hour lesson set $108.0
0 

$126.00 $144.00 

Extra Participants (semi-private) per half hour $10.00 $10.00 $10.00 

Canadian Swim Patrol (8 lessons X 1 hr) $75.00 $78.75 $80.00 

Bronze Medallion $175.00 $183.75 $193.00 

Bronze Cross $175.00 $183.75 $193.00 

Bronze Medals Candidate Book Actual cost from Lifesaving Society 

National Lifeguard (including course materials) $395.00 $414.75 $435.00 

Lifesaving Instructor (including course materials) $275.00 $288.75 $300.00 

Swim Instructor (including course materials) $275.00 $288.75 $300.00 

Standard First Aid (including course materials) $150.00 $157.50 $175.00 

Emergency First Aid (including course materials) $100.00 $105.00 $110.00 
Pool Rentals    

Private Rental - whole pool per hour (incl 2 lifeguards) $100.00 $105.00 $110.00 

Lane Rental - per hour $17.50 $17.50 $17.50 

Main Pool - per hour / full pool $50.00 $52.00 $52.50 

Youth Swim Club (per lane/per hour) $13.50 $17.50 $17.50 
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CANCELLATION FEE: Ice Rentals cancelled with less than 30 days' notice that result in unused ice time, 
will be charged full rental rates. 
 
PRIME TIME: Mon - Fri: 3:00 p.m. - Midnight, & all-day Saturday, Sunday, and Statutory Holidays. 
 
OFF SEASON: May 1 - Labour Day of each calendar year. 

 

NON-LOCAL USER FEE: User groups which are not registered in the City of Merritt wishing to book City 
facilities will be charged the applicable rental rate plus 25%.  

 

* In addition, all above charges are subject to applicable taxes 
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CITY OF MERRITT 

 
BYLAW 2394 

 
A BYLAW TO AUTHORIZE THE CHARGING OF FEES FOR VARIOUS MUNICIPAL SERVICES 

 

 

The Municipal Council for the City of Merritt in open meeting assembled, enacts as follows: 

Citation 

1.   This Bylaw shall be cited as “City of Merritt Fees and Charges Bylaw, Amending Bylaw No. 2394, 
2025”. 

 
Details 

 

 

2.   The City of Merritt Fees and Charges Bylaw No. 2386, 2024 is amended as follows: 
 

A) Schedule B Sanitary Sewer Rates and Charges is deleted in its entirety and replaced with a 
new Schedule B Sanitary Sewer Rates and Schedules as set out in Schedule 1 of this bylaw; 
 

B) Schedule F Planning and Development Fees and Charges is deleted in its entirety and 
replaced with a new Schedule F Planning and Development Fees and Charges as set out in 
Schedule 2 of this bylaw; 

 
C) Schedule I Community Service Fees and Charges Schedule is deleted in its entirety and 

replaced with a new Schedule I Community Service Fees and Charges Schedule as set out in 
Schedule 3 of this bylaw.  

 

READ A FIRST TIME this ___ day of _________, ____ 

 

READ A SECOND TIME this ___ day of _________, ____ 

 

READ A THIRD TIME this ___ day of _________, ____ 

 

ADOPTED this ___ day of _________, ____ 

 

 

 

____________________ ____________________ 

Michael Goetz  Linda Brick 

Mayor  Corporate Officer 
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Schedule 1 to Bylaw 2394 

 

SCHEDULE B TO BYLAW 2386 
SANITARY SEWER RATES AND CHARGES 

 
Applications / Connections / Disconnections / Reconnections 

 2025 2026 2027 

SEWER    

Connection Charge $110.00 $115.50 $121.28 

Service Connection - 4 inch - minimum charge $2,486.75 $2,611.09 $2,741.64 

Service Connection - 6 inch - minimum charge $2,621.50 $2,752.58 $2,890.20 

Connection Inspection $152.00 $159.60 $167.58 

Additional connection charge for cut and replace asphalt $1,937.50 $2,421.86 $3,027.33 

Additional connection charge for sidewalk replacement $1,775.00 $2,218.75 $2,773.44 

Additional connection charge for other works required for 
service 

 

 

Actual Cost + 15% 

Sewer inspection during regular business hours $92.00 $96.60 $101.43 

Sewer inspection other than regular business hours $305.00 $320.25 $336.26 
 

 2025 2026 2027 

Sewer Rates – Metered Residential (Semi-annual)    

Monthly Base Rate (per meter) $50.00 $52.50 $55.13 

Consumption Rate (80% of total water consumption) Actual water consumption x 80% 

 
 2025 2026 2027 

Sewer Rates – Non-Metered Residential (Semi-annual)    

Single Family Residential $186.98 $201.01 $216.09 

Single Family Residential with a secondary suite $327.23 $351.77 $378.15 

Apartments and Rental Suites  $140.24 $150.76 $162.07 
 

 2025 2026 2027 

Sewer Rates – Non-Metered 
Commercial/Industrial/Institutional (Quarterly) 

   

Boarding or lodging per sleeping unit $63.72 $79.65 $99.56 

Mobile Home Parks (per unit) $93.49 $100.55 $108.04 

Other properties that are not included in identified 
categories 

 
$150.00 

 
$187.50 

 
$234.38 

 
Metered Sanitary Sewer User Rates – Billed Quarterly 
 2025 2026 2027 

Metered Sewer Rates (per cubic metre)    

Monthly Base Rate (per meter) $65.00 $68.25 $71.66 

Disposal per cubic meter Water consumption x 80% 
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Metered Sanitary Sewer User Rates – For Properties Located Outside the City Boundaries 
(Subject to a servicing agreement) 
 2025 2026 2027 

Meter reading charge per meter per reading $100.00 $105.00 $110.00 

Disposal charge per cubic metre $60.00 $63.00 $66.15 
 

Septage Disposal Site Fees 
 2025 2026 2027 

Monthly Minimum Fee $25.00 $25.00 $25.00 

Account opening fee (2 fobs) $150.00 $150.00 $150.00 

Additional/replacement fob  $50.00 $50.00 $50.00 

Disposal charge per cubic metre $50.00 $52.25 $55.13 
 

Discounts on Sanitary Sewer User Rates 

 
The sanitary sewer user rates due and payable that are shown in this schedule shall be subject to a 
discount of ten percent, provided rates for the current billing are paid in full on or before the close of 
business on the due date set out on the billing form. If all or a portion of the rates due and payable is 
received after the due date set out on the billing form then it shall be the amount shown in this 
schedule.
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Schedule 2 to Bylaw 2394 

 

SCHEDULE F TO BYLAW 2386 
PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT FEES AND CHARGES 

 

 2025 2026 2027 

OCP Amendments    

OCP Amendments $2,000.00 $2100.00 $2,205,00 

OCP Amendments in conjunction with a Rezoning 
application 

 

$1,500.00 
 

$1,575.00 
 

$1,653.75 

    

Rezoning    

Rezoning Applications $1,755.18 $1,842.94 $1,935.09 

Zoning Bylaw Text Amendments $1,463.02 $1,536.17 $1,612.98 

Comprehensive Development Zone $2,924.93 $3,071.18 $3,224.74 

    

  Public Notice Signs (OCP Amendments/ Rezoning)      

Sign Removal Deposit $500.00 $500.00 $500.00 

Sign Installation Actual Cost 

Sign Replacement or Repair Actual Cost 

    

Development Permit Application    

Minor DP (patio, façade improvement) $350.60 $368.12 $386.53 

Major DP $1,755.18 $1,842.94 $1,935.09 

Amendments to a DP $175.30 $184.06 $193.26 

Appeal to Council of a Staff Decision on a DP $585.43 $614.70 $645.44 

Riparian/ Environmental DP $350.60 $368.12 $386.53 

Geotechnical DP $350.60 $368.12 $386.53 

Wildfire DP $350.60 $368.12 $386.53 

    

Development Variance Permit or Board of Variance Application   

Minor Variance (up to 2 Variances) $819.16 $860.12 $903.13 

Minor Variance in conjunction with a DP $585.43 $614.70 $645.44 

Major Variance (3+ Variances) $1,169.75 $1,228.24 $1,289.65 

Major Variance in conjunction with a DP $936.02 $982.82 $1,031.9
6 Board of Variance $585.43 $614.70 $645.44 

    

Temporary Use Permit    

Temporary Use Permit $936.02 $982.82 $1,031.9
0 Temporary Use Permit Renewal $467.46 $490.83 $515.37 
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 2025 2026 2027 

Discretionary Use Permit    

Minor Discretionary Use Permit $58.43 $61.35 $64.42 

Major Discretionary Use Permit $585.43 $614.70 $645.44 

Special Discretionary Use Permit $1,169.75 $1,228.24 $1,289.65 

Subdivision    

Preliminary Layout Review (Fees based on total number of lots being registered at Land Titles) 

Up to 2 Lots $994.46  $1,044.18 $1,096.39 
 
 

3 – 10 Lots 

 

$1,169.75 + 
 

$1,228.24 + 
 

$1,289.65 + 
$116.87 $122.71 $128.85 

per lot per lot per lot 

 
 

11 – 20 Lots 

 

$2,924.93 + 
 

$3,071.18 + 
 

$3,224.74 + 
$116.87 $122.71 $128.85 

per lot per lot per lot 

 
 

21 – 30 Lots 

 

$4,680.11 + 
 

$4,914.12 + 
 

$5,159.83 + 
$116.87 $122.71 $128.85 

per lot per lot per lot 

 
 

31 – 40 Lots 

 

$5,849.87 + 
 

$6,142.36 + 
 

$6,449.48 + 
$116.87 $122.71 $128.85 

per lot per lot per lot 

 
 

41 or More Lots 

 

$7,019.62 + 
 

$7,370.60 + 
 

$7,739.13 + 
$116.87 $122.71 $128.85 

per lot per lot per lot 

Phased Strata (each phase) $994.46 $1,044.1
8 

$1,096.39 

Preliminary Layout Review (PLR) Amendment or 
Extension 

 
$233.73 

 
$245.42 

 
$257.69 

Strata Conversion    

 
 

Strata Conversion 

 

$585.43 + 
 

$614.70 + 
 

$645.44 + 
$116.87 $122.71 $128.85 

per lot per lot per lot 

Third Party Review of Reports Submitted Actual Cost 

Agricultural Land Reserve Application    

 

ALR Exclusion/Inclusion/Subdivision/Non-Farm 
 

As prescribed by the ALC 
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 2025 2026 2027 

Other Administrative Fees    

Ministry of Environment Site Profile Referral $116.87 $122.71 $128.85 

Land Titles Document Retrieval (per document) $23.15 $24.31 $25.53 

Earthworks Permit    

Earthworks Permit Application Fee $114.66 $120.39 $126.41 

Security Fee in the form of cash or an Irrevocable    

Standby Letter of Credit:    

(Security fee is refundable if works are completed in    

compliance with Earthworks Permit)    

 

 
 
 

Residential Landscaping 

The The The 
greater of greater of greater of 
$500 or $500 or $500 or 
10% of the 10% of the 10% of the 
value of value of value of 
the works the works the works 

Single Detached $5,000 $5,000 $5,000 

Semi-detached Residential $5,000 $5,000 $5,000 

Multi-Unit Residential (three or more units) $5,000 $5,000 $5,000 

Commercial or Industrial $5,000 $5,000 $5,000 

    

Sign Bylaw    

Sign Development Permit $100 ($50 for 
Development 
Permit & $50 
for Sign Permit) 
and additional 
cost as per 
Construction 
Value. 

$105  
($52.50 for 
Development 
Permit & 
$52.50 for 
Sign Permit) 
and additional 
cost as per 
Construction 
Value. 

$110.30 

($55.15 for 
Development 
Permit & 
$55.15 for 
Sign Permit) 
and additional 
cost as per 
Construction 
Value. 

Sign Permit    

Construction Value    

Up to $1,000.00 $50.00 $52.50 $55.13 

For each additional $1,000.00 or part thereof $6.00 $6.30 $6.62 

Sandwich Board No Fee $25.00 $26.25 

Sign approved by a specific Sign Development 
Permit (does not apply if the sign is part of a 
Comprehensive Development Permit)  

$25.00 $26.25 $27.56 
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Schedule 3 to Bylaw 2394 

 

SCHEDULE I TO BYLAW 2386  
COMMUNITY SERVICE FEES AND CHARGES SCHEDULE 

 
 2025 2026 2027 

COMMUNITY SERVICE FEES    

    

Public Skating    

Child (2-12 years of age) $3.25 $3.50 $3.50 

Youth (13-18 years of age) $3.75 $4.00 $4.00 

Adult (19-59 years of age) $5.50 $6.00 $6.00 

Senior (60+) $3.75 $4.00 $4.00 

Family (2 adults and up to 2 children) $13.00 $14.00
0 

$15.00 

Ice Rental Rates    

Adult hourly rate $157.50 $165.50 $170.00 

Youth / Senior hourly rate $78.75 $83.00 $85.00 

Off season hourly rate $105.00 $110.25 $115.00 

Off season daily rate (more than 4 hours to max 8) $787.50 $826.88 $850.00 

Dry Floor and Mezzanine Rental Rates    

Arena floor - local non-profit (per day) $630.00 $661.50 $670.00 

Arena floor - organized youth sport (per hour) $52.50 $55.13 $57.89 

Arena floor - organized adult sport (per hour) $105.00 $110.25 $115.76 

Arena floor - private/commercial/for-profit (per day) $840.00 $882.00 $926.10 

Mezzanine - local non-profit (per day) $525.00 $551.25 $578.81 

Mezzanine - private/commercial/for-profit (per day) $735.00 $771.75 $810.34 

Mezzanine – hourly rate $65.63 $68.91 $72.36 

Full Facility - local non-profit (per day) $1,050.00 $1,102.50 $1,157.63 

Full Facility - private/commercial/for-profit (per day) $1,575.00 $1,653.17 $1,735.83 

Damage Deposit (Refundable) $1,000.00 $1,000.00 $1,000.00 
NVAC Daily Use Rates (includes public swim and fitness 
room if age appropriate) 

   

Tot (under 2 years) free free free 

Child (2-12 years) $3.25 $3.50 $3.50 

Youth (13-18 years) $3.75 $4.00 $4.00 

Adult (19-59 years) $5.50 $6.00 $6.00 

Senior (60+) $3.75 $4.00 $4.00 

Family (2 adults and up to 2 children) $13.00 $14.00 $15.00 
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 2025 2026 2027 
Seasonal Passes    

Child                                               Monthly $32.50 $35.00 $35.00 

Six months $175.00 $189.00 $189.00 

Annual $331.50 $357.00 $357.00 

Youth/Senior                                 Monthly $37.50 $40.00 $40.00 

Six Months $202.50 $216.00 $216.00 

Annual $382.50 $408.00 $408.00 

Adult                                               Monthly $55.00 $60.00 $60.00 

Six Months $303.00 $324.00 $324.00 

Annual $561.00 $621.00 $621.00 

Family                                            Monthly $130.00 $140.00 $150.00 

Six Months $702.00 $756.00 $810.00 

Annual $1326.00 $1428.00 $1530.00 
    

Swim Lessons    

Parent and Tot (8 lessons X 30 min) $50.00 $52.50 $55.00 

Preschool (8 lessons X 30min) $50.00 $52.50 $55.00 

Swimmer    

8 lessons X 30 min $50.00 $52.50 $55.00 

8 lessons X 45 min $60.00 $63.00 $66.00 

Private Lessons – operating hours    

Per lesson $30.00 $35.00 $40.00 

Per four half hour lesson set $108.0
0 

$126.00 $144.00 

Extra Participants (semi-private) per half hour $10.00 $10.00 $10.00 

Canadian Swim Patrol (8 lessons X 1 hr) $75.00 $78.75 $80.00 

Bronze Medallion $175.00 $183.75 $193.00 

Bronze Cross $175.00 $183.75 $193.00 

Bronze Medals Candidate Book Actual cost from Lifesaving Society 

National Lifeguard (including course materials) $395.00 $414.75 $435.00 

Lifesaving Instructor (including course materials) $275.00 $288.75 $300.00 

Swim Instructor (including course materials) $275.00 $288.75 $300.00 

Standard First Aid (including course materials) $150.00 $157.50 $175.00 

Emergency First Aid (including course materials) $100.00 $105.00 $110.00 
Pool Rentals    

Private Rental - whole pool per hour (incl 2 lifeguards) $100.00 $105.00 $110.00 

Lane Rental - per hour $17.50 $17.50 $17.50 

Main Pool - per hour / full pool $50.00 $52.00 $52.50 

Youth Swim Club (per lane/per hour) $13.50 $17.50 $17.50 
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CANCELLATION FEE: Ice Rentals cancelled with less than 30 days' notice that result in unused ice time, 
will be charged full rental rates. 
 
PRIME TIME: Mon - Fri: 3:00 p.m. - Midnight, & all-day Saturday, Sunday, and Statutory Holidays. 
 
OFF SEASON: May 1 - Labour Day of each calendar year. 

 

NON-LOCAL USER FEE: User groups which are not registered in the City of Merritt wishing to book City 
facilities will be charged the applicable rental rate plus 25%.  

 

* In addition, all above charges are subject to applicable taxes 
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Report 
 
 

File Number: XXXX 

To:  Cynthia White, Chief Administrative Officer 

From:  Linda Robinson, Manager Finance and Human Resources  

Date:  February 4, 2025 

Subject: Grant in Aid Application Review 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 

THAT Council review the 2025 Grant in Aid requests in Schedule A and provide 
the type, amount and payment timing for each approved application.  
 
Executive Summary:  

Council Policy Community Grant in Aid provides an opportunity to provide grants in aid 
to non-profit and community groups who demonstrate a funding need for a service or 
program that will benefit the community at large. 

The 2025 applications [$59,991] oversubscribe the budget of $25,000. 

Background: 

The Grant in Aid policy outlines that grants in aid are not intended to provide on-going 
support, includes provisions for Council to consider permissive tax exemptions when 
making funding decisions and identifies two funding classes, financial aid and in-kind. 
The attached schedule of applications will therefore note any applicants who have not 
received grant in aid funding in 2024, those who are not currently receiving a permissive 
tax exemption, and the type of aid requested. Council will review the Grant in Aid 
submissions and allocate funds at their discretion within the set budget amount. Council 
may request further information during deliberations.  

Any Councilor wishing to recuse themselves to avoid a conflict of interest on an 
application should declare the intent prior to the motion or debate. 

 

City of Merritt 
REGULAR Council Meeting 

February 11, 2025 
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 2 

Options / discussion 

1. Approve a 2025 Grant in Aid request in full. 
2. Not approve a 2025 Grant in Aid request.  
3. Provide a grant in aid that differs from the amount requested by the applicant 

Financial / Risk Implications: 

The 2025 preliminary financial plan allocates $25,000 to requests. Per the policy, 
Council does not need to make a final decision on grant in aid requests until March 1, 
2025. 

Council may provide the following direction for distribution of financial aid to successful 
applicants: 

- In advance at the discretion of Council 
- Fifty percent at the time of approval and 50% upon receipt of the final report. 
- At another time as specified by Council in the approval process. 

Attachments: 
 

1. Council Policy: Community Grant in Aid 
2. Schedule A: Grant in Aid applications 
3. Applications and supporting materials 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Linda Robinson 
Manager of Finance & HR  
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City of Merritt Council Policy 

 

1 
 

Council Policy: Community Grant in Aid  

Category No. 05 - ##  

Contact Department: Finance 

 
1. PURPOSE: 
 

The purpose of the community Grant in Aid program is to improve the well-being and quality of life of 
the community and its residents, through financial assistance to non-profit community-based 
organizations which provide meaningful programs and services in the arts, culture, heritage, 
recreation, sport, environment, health, and social services areas.  

 
2. OBJECTIVE  

 
 The objectives are: 

 Support for not-for-profit organizations serving the City of Merritt; 

 Strengthen and enhance the well-being of our community; 

 Promote volunteerism; 

 Meet the goals and objectives of the City’s Official Community Plan and Council Strategic Plan; 

 Provide a fair, consistent, effective and efficient evaluation process; and  

 Promote transparency and accountability. 
 
3. POLICY 
 

3.1 Council will establish a budget for allocating Grant in Aid in a calendar year.  The amount of the 
budget will be reviewed annually as part of the budget deliberation process.  

 
3.2 A Grant in Aid should not be used for any other form or section of a taxing or local government 

authority, such as School Districts, Regional Districts, Hospital, etc., or organizations or functions 
that are primarily funded by other levels of government. 

 
3.3 A Grant in Aid must not be provided to an “industrial, commercial or business undertaking.” 
 
3.4 Organizations may be considered for either a Community Grant in Aid or Permissive Tax 

Exemption.  
 

3.5 The Financial Department will advertise annually in October the criteria for Grant in Aid with a 
December 15th deadline for submissions to be considered for a grant in the following calendar 
year. Applications received after the December 15th deadline will be considered an Extraordinary 
Grant in Aid. Applicants are required to submit a description of their service/program/event, 
financial statements for the previous year, and a listing of other funding sources.  Applicants 
must demonstrate that the funds will be used for a program of benefit to the community and 
that the group is unable to raise all of its required funds from other sources. 

 
3.6 A Committee of Council will review the submissions for Grant in Aid and make recommendations 

to the Committee of the Whole during budget deliberations. Funds are allocated at Council’s 
discretion and a complete application package must be submitted for consideration. Council will 
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make a final decision on the approved Grants in Aid by March 1st each year, with notification 
given to all of the applicants immediately thereafter. Council may set aside a portion of the Grant 
in Aid budget for allocation to Extraordinary Requests during the year. 

 
3.7 Representatives of the organization requesting the Grant in Aid are required to respond to any 

requests for further information by staff, in preparation for Council consideration. Council may 
request further information during deliberations.  

 
3.8 The Finance Department will respond once to organizations that have submitted an incomplete 

Grant in Aid application. If there is no response from the organization prior to the Committee 
meeting in which applications are reviewed, the Grant in Aid application will not be considered 
by Council. 

 
3.9 Grants in Aid are not intended to provide ongoing support and all approvals shall be considered 

on a year-to-year basis and continuing support should not be anticipated. Grant in Aid is meant 
to support a specific program or initiative, and as such this should be well outlined in the 
application package. It is not meant to support annual operations. 

 
3.10 A report to Council is required by the end of the year in which funding is received detailing how 

the funding was used and how it benefited the community. Failure to file a report will result in 
no further consideration by Council for future requests from the organization. 

 
3.11 Council may request the return of any unspent funds from the organization. 
 
3.12 Organizations receiving grants will keep records which meet generally accepted standards of 

good business practice. For the purpose of this policy, the determination of those standards will 
be wholly at the discretion of the City of Merritt or its auditors. The organization’s financial 
records must be made available to the City or its auditors as may be requested from time to 
time. If, upon examination of the financial records, they are deemed inadequate the Council may 
request the funds be returned and/or the Council may at its discretion disqualify the 
organization from all subsequent lease, license to use, rent, tax exemption, cash or in-kind 
assistance from the City.  

 
3.13 Where the value in-kind portion of a grant includes the use of a facility or amenity, the City 

reserves the right at any time to substitute an appropriate alternate facility or amenity, or dates 
at its sole discretion. 

 
4. CRITERIA 

 
4.1 Eligibility  
 

In order to qualify for a Community Grant in Aid the applicant must: 

 Be a registered not-for-profit organization in good standing with the Registrar of Companies. 
 
Services, projects or events proposed by the applicant must not: 

 Offer direct financial assistance to individuals or families. 

 Duplicate or replace services that fall within the mandate of senior levels of governments or 
local service agencies. 
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 Support a Provincial or National fundraising campaign. 

 Be of a commercial nature. 
 

4.2 Grant Guidelines: 
 

a) Grants in Aid are provided to non-profit and community groups on the basis that they provide 
valuable programs to the community and are unable to raise all their required 
program/project funding without the City’s assistance. 
 

b) Grants in Aid will be used to encourage innovation that has the potential to support or 
contribute towards the community and the goals of Council. This includes one-time start-up 
for initiatives or programs which will support or contribute to the community. As well the 
initiative funding is to assist groups who are hosting a special event or organizing the 
inaugural of what is intended to be a regular event in Merritt. 

 
c) Grant in Aid funding will not be provided to fundraise for a charity or an organization other 

than the applicant. 
 

d) All requests must indicate whether requests for the current year have been submitted to 
other organizations or levels of government. All requests must indicate whether partnerships 
with other agencies have been investigated. 

 
e) All requests must indicate other fund-raising activities, with details of when these will occur, 

other funding bodies applied to, and other sponsors.  
 
f) If the organization is forecasting a surplus, or demonstrated a prior surplus in their financial 

statements, the intended use of any surplus funds must be explained in the application. 
 
g) Grant recipients must acknowledge funding support from the City of Merritt in all 

communications materials, media coverage, and verbal promotion pertaining to the 
program/project being supported by the grant. Evidence of acknowledgement must be 
included in the reporting form. 

 
h) Grant recipients agree that all related communication materials, including signs, websites, 

posters, etc. will contain a visible and current City of Merritt logo. Current files are available 
through the Communications and Engagement Manager and must be used in accordance 
with the City’s policy. The City of Merritt logo should only be used in reference to the 
program/project supported by grant funding. 

 
i) Grant recipients are encouraged to tag the City of Merritt in social media posts in recognition 

of grant support. 
 
j) For all promotion, communication and acknowledgement of the City, the primary contact 

with the City is the Communication and Engagement Manager. 
 
k) Notwithstanding the previous section, the program/project may not be represented as a 

program/project hosted by the City of Merritt, nor may the organization hold itself out as an 
agent of the City of Merritt in any way.  
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l) Successful applicants agree to have their name or society name, project name, and the 

amount of assistance published by the City on media releases, websites, or in any other 
medium desired by the City.  
 

m) Council will disperse approved Grant in Aid funds: 
o In advance at the discretion of Council, or at another time specified by Council during the 

approval process. 
o 50% at the time of approval and 50% upon the receipt of the final reporting. 
 

4.3 Evaluation Criteria 
 

 Community Need – 20% 
o Evidence of community need. Services are not currently provided elsewhere or are not 

sufficient. 
 

 Potential Community Benefit – 20% 
o Widespread benefit and contribution to the well-being of the community in general. 

 

 Community Partnerships and Support – 15% 
o Organization has partnerships within the community and support from other sources 

(financial and in-kind). 
 

 Feasibility – 15% 
o Ability of the organization to deliver the proposed program, project, service, or event- e.g. 

sufficient volunteers, appropriate venue. 
 

 Public Access – 10% 
o E.g. hours of operations, facilities available to the general public as well as members, and 

provision of needed equipment (maybe for a fee). 
 

 Financial Management – 20% 
o Evidence of financial need and appropriate records provided. 

 
4.4 Reporting and Return of Funds 

 
The City requires all organizations receiving municipal grants to complete a reporting out form 
and submit it with required documentation within six weeks of their program or project 
completion. All reporting out forms must be received by the annual deadline of October 31. If a 
program or project is not completed in time to meet the deadline, the organization must submit 
before the deadline a request for an extension to the attention of the Finance Department. The 
reporting out form is attached to this policy and will be provided to organizations at the time of 
notification of receiving the grant.  
 
In order to be eligible to receive a grant in aid in subsequent years, all organizations are required 
to submit the reporting out form.  
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In the event that grant funds are not used for the project/program indicated in the application 
the organization hereby acknowledges that: 
 
If all or part of the funds remain unspent, the funds must be returned to the City to the attention 
of the Finance Department. 
 
If funds have been expended inappropriately or for a purpose other than the program/project 
indicated in the application, Council may at its discretion disqualify the organization from all 
subsequent lease, license to use, rent, tax exemption, cash or in-kind assistance from the City. 

 
5. FUNDING CLASSES 
 

 Financial Aid: 
Grant in Aid applications that include a request for financial assistance for programs or events. 

 

 In-Kind: 
Grant in Aid applications that include a request for the in-kind use of a City owned facility. 

 

Approved on 2012/11/06  
Amended on 2014/10/31  
Amended on 2017/11/14 
Amended on 2019/10/22  
Amended on 2023/07/25 
Amended on 2024/04/09 
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Funding

Request

Received Grant in Aid

in '23 or '24

Current Permissive

Tax Exemption

Financial Aid Requests

Total

In Kind

No No

Yes No

In Kind Requests

Schedule A: Grant in Aid Applications

Financial

No No

Yes No

No Yes

Page 135 of 382



Organization

Interior Community Services 

Tumbleweed Play School Society 

Airport Committee for Merritt Community Airport Day

Special Olympics BC - Merritt  

Ferals Furever Loved Society

Nicola Valley ATV Club  

Nicola Valley Community Band

Merritt and District Hospice Society 

Merritt Little Britches Rodeo Club  

Merritt Snowmobile Club 

Nicola Valley Fall Fair  

Merritt Crossroads Community Church

Nicola Valley Health Care Endowment Foundation Society

Merritt Crop/Scrapbooking & Crafts 

Merritt Secondary Leadership Classes

Friends of Merritt Junior A Hockey Society 

Nicola Naturalist Society 

Nicola Valley Skating Club 

Merritt Otters Swim Club

Merritt Volleyball Association

Merritt Dance Society

Merritt Country Christmas  

Total

In Kind Requests

Schedule A: Grant in Aid Applications
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Comments

New Organization does not have financials

Has applied for In Kind and Finanical aid. If only one is granted, would prefer Financial.

Policy 3.9 "Grants in Aid are not intended to provide ongoing support"
In 2024 email was sent to indicate that for 2025 they needed to apply to TNRD for funding. Policy 3.9 

"Grants in Aid are not intended to provide ongoing support".

In 2024 email was sent to indicate that for 2025 they needed to apply to TNRD for funding. Policy 3.9 

"Grants in Aid are not intended to provide ongoing support".

In 2024 email was sent to indicate that for 2025 they needed to apply to TNRD for funding. Policy 3.9 

"Grants in Aid are not intended to provide ongoing support".

The NV Fall Fair has been allocated a line item in the 2025  captital budget for up to $15,000. Policy 3.4 

"Organizations may be considered for either a Community Grant in Aid or Permissive Tax Exemption"

Policy 3.4 "Organizations may be considered for either a Community Grant in Aid or Permissive Tax Exemption"
Request Exceeds Maximum Allowed. Policy 3.4 "Organizations may be considered for either a Community 

Grant in Aid or Permissive Tax Exemption". Policy 3.9 "Grant in Aid is meant to support a specific program 

Used to pay $1,000 per event now they were quoted $5,700 per event.

New Society 

Schedule A: Grant in Aid Applications
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Request
$

Preliminary Approval 2024 Grant Received

1,400$               

1,000$               

1,500$               

 $              1,500 

 $              1,400 

 $                 500 

1,500$               1,000$                                        

1,000$               1,000$                                        

1,000$               1,000$                                        

5,765$               1,000$                                        

7,500$               

1,400$               

10,000$             

35,465$             -$                                            

 $              5,700 

900$                  

 $              3,000 

1,000$               

1,385$               1,000$                                        

1,400$               1,000$                                        

2,541$               1,000$                                        

1,100$               788$                                           

7,500$               2,000$                                        

24,526$             -$                                            

59,991$             -$                                            

Schedule A: Grant in Aid Applications
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Report 
 
 

File Number: XXXX 

To:  Mayor and Council 

From:  Cynthia White, Chief Administrative Officer  

Date:  February 5, 2025 

Subject: RCMP Costs and 2025-2029 Financial Plan Preparation 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 

THAT Council direct staff to include ____________in the 2025-2029 Financial Plan 
preparation.  
 
Background: 

As budget discussions have proceeded it has become very clear that the cost of 
municipal policing will continue to place a significant burden on rate payers. Currently, 
approximately 40% of our annual operating budget is related to policing costs. This is 
unlikely to change if policing is contracted to the RCMP or if a municipal police force is 
developed. In fact, it is more likely that policing costs will rise with a local municipal 
police force (as seen in Surrey). 
 
Since 2019 the annual budget for the RCMP has doubled, going from $1,792,637 to 
$3,449,694.  
 
Currently the City contracts 17 members for municipal policing, including the Staff 
Seargent (Detachment Commander), 3 Corporals, 2 General Investigation Section 
Constables, 1 Community Policing Investigator Constable and 10 General Duty 
Investigator Constables. Currently there is one unfilled position and two members on 
extended leave.  Also housed in the detachment are 6 provincial members, comprised 
of 1 Seargent (Ops NCO) and 5 general duty Constables. The provincial allotment has 
one vacancy. There are also 4 Federal First Nation Policing members, and an 8-
member Highway Patrol section.  
 

City of Merritt 
REGULAR Council Meeting 

February 5, 2025 
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As per the outcome of the community forum held in 2018 to increase the municipal 
detachment’s ability to provide 24-hour policing, the allocation of members went from 15 
to 17 in 2020. It is important to note that with the current authorized strength there are 
still insufficient members (10) to accommodate 24-hour policing and that the provincial 
general duty members augment the watches to a suitable staffing level to respond to 
the needs of the community and ensure officer safety. As a result of this, municipal 
members respond to calls outside the municipal boundaries and provincial members 
respond to calls within the municipal boundaries. Due to the current vacancies, the CPI 
Constable and GIS Constables are also augmenting the watches to maintain 24-hour 
policing.  
 
Civilian support within the detachment consists of 5 municipally funded clerks and 2 
federal public servants. There are also prisoner guards who are funded by the 
municipality. 
 
The cost of members assigned to the municipal detachment are cost shared at 70% 
funded by the municipality and 30% funded by the federal government. Other costs 
such as prisoner guards and accommodation are not cost shared.  
 
The City budgeted policing costs for 2025/26 are: 
 

Item Cost Notes 

Total Policing Cost 70% per 
capita & overtime 

$3,092,173 Per member $181,892 

Prisoner Guard @ 100%  $184,470  

Accommodation Estimate 
@ 100% 

$151,481 As this is a shared 
detachment the 
municipality pays for 
53.66% of the total costs 

Annual Payments per 
Settlement Agreement 
Green Timbers 
Severance  

 
 
$7,946 
$13,624 

 

Total $3,449,693  

 
The RCMP provide an annual budget to the City based on their fiscal year (April 1 to 
March 31 annually). 
 
The RCMP is undergoing an equipment modernization process, which will add 
additional costs to the municipal budget. The 2025/2026 costs are currently included in 
the member cost per capita. The below table shows the annual costs of this 
modernization process.  
 

 2025/26 2026/27 2027/28 2028/29 2029/30 

Portable Ballistic 
Shields 

$8,898 $8787    
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Breaching Tools $694 $712    

Hard Body Armour $17,559     

Extended Range 
Impact Weapons 

$4,382 $4,328    

Pistol Modernization $48,620     

Conducted Energy 
Weapon 

$14,566 $14,587 $14,603 $14,613 $14,616 

Chemical, 
Biological, 
Radiological and 
Nuclear Tactical 
Gas Mask Carry 
Bag 

$107 $107 $107 $107 $107 

Blue Force Tracking $1020 $1020 $1020 $1020 $1020 

Police Vehicles $72,000 $75,000 $78,000 $81,000 $87,000 

Vehicle Fit Up $14,000 $14,000 $14,000 $14,000 $14,000 

Body Worn 
Cameras 

$25,030 $27,037 $26,761 $26,597 $26,543 

 
Other financial pressures are occurring related to collective bargaining between the 
RCMP and the National Police Federation, which is the union for non-commissioned 
members of the RCMP.  In Q1 of 2025 the City will be invoiced $400,074 for back pay 
as a result of the last round of collective bargaining.  As it relates to wages, arbitration 
was required during the last round of bargaining which was completed in 2024 (covering 
2021 to 2025). The next round of bargaining will occur forthwith as the current 
agreement will expire in 2025. At this time, we are uncertain about additional costs to 
the City as a result of this bargaining. 
 
The City also staffs 5 municipal clerks that provide administrative support to the 
detachment. The cost of these positions for 2025 will be $439,653, which has increased 
over $135,000 from 2019.  
 
Financial/Risk Implications 
 
The City has no influence on the cost of services, which have doubled from 2019 to 
2025.  
 
The City has no influence on whether the contracted positions will be filled. Currently 
there is a 20-25% vacancy rate across the province. Our municipal detachment is 
currently staffed at 16/17 members; however, 2 members are on extended leave, and 
we are uncertain if they will return to active duty. There are also 3 members who have 
been transferred but not released by the detachment commander until there are 
members available to replace them. In discussions with the detachment commander he 
indicated to Administration that it is unlikely staffing levels of the municipal detachment 
will exceed 15 members in the foreseeable future. Currently, there are 14 active 
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members in the municipal detachment. Members joining our detachment means that 
those awaiting transfer will be released to their new posts.  
 
We do not have a clear understanding of the requirements for transcription for the new 
body cameras, which may result in additional clerk hours. 
 
Options 
 
As a part of the process for the 2025 budget, Council was presented with 25 packages 
that could be considered to reduce the tax rate below 12%. Many of these packages 
included reducing the number of contracted municipal RCMP members. Upon further 
input from the detachment commander, it was determined that reducing the actual 
contracted number may not be in the best interest of the community. Alternatives to this 
are presented below to help guide the preparation of the budget bylaw: 
 
1. Reduce the number of contracted members by an amount identified by Council. 

This may have a greater than anticipated impact on the actual number of filled 

positions based on the provincial vacancy rate.  

 

2. Only budget for the number of members currently on strength. The recommendation 

would be for 15 members for a buffer in the budget should positions be filled. If the 

number of active members in the detachment remains at 14, this is an 

approximately 20% vacancy rate. For each member reduction Council would see 

approximately 1.6% decrease in the tax rate. Any surplus to be placed in a 

restricted reserve for protective services. 

 

3. Continue to budget for an amount greater than 15 and any surplus in the budget to 

be placed in a restricted reserve for protective services. If additional positions are 

going to be staffed during the year, the detachment commander can make a 

request to the CAO for a budget amendment to be brought forward for Council 

consideration.  

 
4. Continue to budget for 16 members and any surplus would be placed in a restricted 

reserve for protective services. With the funds from the 17th RCMP position, return 

the Economic Development position to the budget for 2025 and remain at 12% tax 

increase.  

 
5. Continue to budget for 17 members and any surplus would be placed in a restricted 

reserve for protective services. Remain at a 12% tax increase. 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
Cynthia White 
Chief Administrative Officer 
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Report 
 
 

File Number: XXXX 

To:  Mayor and Council 

From:  Cynthia White, Chief Administrative Officer  

Date:  February 6, 2025 

Subject: Municipal Budget Process – What we Heard 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 

THAT Council receive the February 6, 2025 “Municipal Budget Process – What we 
Heard” report of the Chief Administrative Officer for information. 
 
Background: 

Our annual budget process is well underway and, in an attempt, to be more transparent 
and inclusive of community input, we have been able to engage in the legislated 
community engagement process a little earlier this year. The City held two open houses 
on January 30, 2025, one from 12pm-2pm and one from 6pm-8pm. These times were 
chosen to try to provide opportunities to as many residents as possible to attend. The 
two sessions resulted in just over 70 community members attending and being able to 
offer input and feedback to Council and staff. This is a significant increase from last 
year, which saw 16 people attend the open house and 7 respond to an online survey. 
 
This year the open house focuses on 5 information areas for the residents. These were: 

 Levels of Government – highlighting the differences in how the three levels of 

government manage budget and income sources, 

 Taxing Bodies and the 2025 Tax Rate – educating residents on where the money 

they see as taxation really goes and that only a portion of that bill comes as revenue 

to the City to pay for the services provided to residents, 

 Operating Budget and Levels of Service – breaking down the cost of the City’s 

services and the relation to the tax increase; provided examples of cuts that would be 

required to be made to reduce the tax increase, which results in a reduction in level 

of service, 

City of Merritt 
REGULAR Council Meeting 
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 Capital – what is the cost of maintaining our current infrastructure and what is the 

proportion for different services, and  

 Reserves – providing residents more information about our current reserves and 

plans to increase and maintain reserves for upcoming projects; why is this important. 

What We Heard 
 
The following is a summary of the questions and feed back heard from residents that 
apply to the budget.  
 

 Budget for 17 RCMP members and allocate the surplus to a restricted reserve 

 Slow down the tax increases over more years 

 Package 2 – eliminate CPO and reduce RCMP by 1 FTE for a 2% decrease 

 Try to get down to a 10% tax increase 

 1 day pool closure 

 Ok with 12% 

 Put the Economic Development position back in the budget 

 Another year using some reserves to fund operations to slow down the tax increase 

 Reduce garbage pick up to every 2 weeks 

 Increase in Transit is too much (tax) 

 Cut 10% of workforce at City Hall, duplicate positions and lots of inefficiencies 

 Should the City impose more service cuts to tackle the precarious financial position 

we are in? 

Staff also heard some feedback on the presentation, indicating that the increase level of 
communication, including open houses is appreciated and welcomed. Some ideas for 
additional engagement strategies for future were also provided.  
 
Frequently Asked Questions 
 
The below budget related FAQs were generated during the open house sessions and 
will be shared with residents through various communication channels 
 
Question 1: How do we come up with the residential metered water price? 
 
Water and sewer budgets are separate from the general operating budget. These 
budgets are meant to be self-funded through parcel tax (capital costs) and user fees 
(operational costs). Based on the current information on the cost of these services and 
without knowing the actual water consumption of the residents we are estimating the 
fees going forward. Once we have more data, through the universal water metering 
program, we will be able to refine those fees. Currently, based on our water production, 
it appears that Merritt residents are using 3-4 times the national per capita average. We 
do not have a valid reason for this extremely high-water usage. The implementation of 
water metres and the data we generate will help us to determine if all the water we are 
producing is being used by the residents or if there are loses in the system. Once we 

Page 326 of 382



 3 

have this data, and address usage statistics through conservation and potential system 
loss repairs and upgrades, we may be able to find savings in both our water and sewer 
operations. 
 
Question 2: How did we come up with the $445,000 residential average single family 
dwelling home. 
 
This is based on the BC Assessment Roll and is the average of that roll for the City of 
Merritt. 
 
Question 3: Is there a breakdown of the budget for general government? What does 
that consist of? 
 
General Government budget includes wages for the Director of Corporate 
Services/Corporate Officer, Committee Clerk, Communications and Engagement, and 
IT staff. Other expenses include advertising and marketing costs, software costs for all 
departments, and municipal election costs.  
 
Question 4: Why are there no cuts to the Fire Department? 
 
We are mandated to provide a level of service that ensures there is no negative impact 
on residents’ insurance rates. Insurers require that homeowners have a hydrant within a 
certain distance of the property and a fire department with specific apparatus accessible 
within a certain response time, or a property may be uninsurable or have a significant 
increase in cost of insurance. The Fire Department has been successful in finding 
efficiencies, namely in their staffing model - the Work Experience Program and its 
firefighters offset the cost of added career staffing, allowing the current level of service 
in light of the volunteer firefighter staffing crisis experienced. Call volume continues to 
rise year after year, with a 22% increase in 2024 over the previous year. Additionally, 
the Fire Department offsets much of its operational costs by entering into fire protection 
agreements for areas outside municipal boundaries. 
 
Question 5: What does unrestricted reserve mean? 
 
Unrestricted reserve means those monies in savings that are not allocated to a specific 
capital project or service category but can be used to finance any capital project.  
Question 6: What happens to forecasted tax increases should housing assessment 
values plummet? 
 
Given that we can not control assessment values this is a challenging question to 
answer. If the assessment values drop in the current year, then we generate less 
revenue. If there is a large or sustained decrease in assessment values, then residents 
will have to decide between increases in taxes to maintain current levels of services or 
reducing levels of service to minimize tax increases. Reducing levels of service often 
means reducing staff and that some things may not happen as often, such as garbage 
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pick up or mowing parks and sports fields, or closing facilities such as the pool or the 
arena. 
 
Question 7: How will water metres work? 
 
The City received a grant to purchase the water meters.  We will install them at every 
residence and will monitor the water usage between the pumped system input and the 
end user consumption. This will enable the City to identify excess use versus system 
losses and initiate further conservation efforts or repairs and capital upgrades before we 
decide how to properly invoice for usage. 
 
Question 8: Can you explain how our wells work? 
 
We have multiple wells, some working at maximum capacity and some working at only 
2% capacity. With upper and lower aquifers, reservoirs, river dependency, we need the 
lower wells, in the deep aquifers to be running at a higher capacity, which is impacted 
by manganese levels in the aquifer. By designing and implementing a treatment system 
to reduce the manganese levels, we will have a greater water supply available to the 
community. It is important to acknowledge the ongoing draught conditions in the area 
and that water conservation is a global concern. We have a water licensing 
requirements set by the Province that we must adhere to. Many of our restrictions are 
related to the river dependency in the summer rather than our ability to draw water from 
our wells. 
 
Question 9: Why do we require a new or updated wastewater treatment plant if we just 
fixed it all after the flood? 
 
Post-flood work was conducted to ensure the plant was operational, but it is well past its 
life expectancy. Several issues that were very prevalent as a result of the flood need to 
be corrected in the plant to ensure the impacts of such an event in the future can be 
mitigated. The current processes need to be modernized to ensure that there is no 
failure in the near to distant future. We have also reached the capacity of the system so 
any more significant growth in the community will need a larger system.  
 
Question 10: Why do we need another fire engine replacement? 
 
Fire departments protecting mid-sized communities replace their apparatus every 20 
years based on guidelines set by the Fire Underwriters Survey (FUS) in Canada. This 
organization assesses a community's fire protection capabilities, including the reliability 
and effectiveness of firefighting equipment, such as fire engines and ladder trucks. As 
apparatus age, their performance declines, which can lower fire protection ratings and 
lead to higher insurance premiums for residents and businesses. The 20-year 
replacement guideline ensures fire departments maintain a dependable, efficient fleet, 
ultimately helping to keep insurance rates stable for the community. 
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Fire departments must also maintain a fleet with a minimum pumping capacity, such as 
3,300 GPM for Merritt, to ensure an adequate water supply for firefighting operations.  
 
This requirement directly influences the type of fire apparatus purchased, ensuring the 
fleet meets both current and future demands. Pumping capacity requirements—and 
potential future increases—are shaped by community growth, building density, and 
hydrant coverage, allowing fire protection services to evolve alongside development. 
 
Question 11: Will the City of Merritt lose 24-hour policing? How will the loss of RCMP 
members affect response times?  
 
Currently reducing the contracted number of RCMP members is no longer being 
recommended as an option, rather, budgeting different is the recommended option.  
Our contract is for 17 members, 10 of whom would be considered “general duty” 
constables. These are the constables that provide that frontline 24 hour policing service.  
 
At this time due to vacancies, our detachment has 16/17 positions staffed but we also 
have two members on extended leave. This puts us at about a 20% vacancy rate, which 
aligns with the RCMP’s provincial vacancy rate.  
 
If we budget for fewer members but keep our contract number of 17, then you should 
not see any change in level of service. 
 
Question 12: Why are there currently unfilled RCMP positions? 
 
Provincially, the RCMP is running a vacancy rate of 20-25% of positions. This means 
there are no detachments that are fully staffed. Some of these vacancies are a result of 
insufficient recruitment. Some of the “vacant” positions actually have staff attached to 
them but they are on extended leaves, such as sick or parental.  
 
Question 13: How does the funding split between the City and Federal government 
compare to other municipalities? 
 
In BC, municipal RCMP detachments in municipalities between 5,000 and 15,000 
residents have a 70% municipality and 30% federal funding cost share. 
 
Question 14: Does Merritt have the highest property tax in the province? 
 
No, there are 31 communities with higher tax rates as of 2024. It is important to note 
that when a Council elects not to raise taxes but maintain the level of service provided 
to residents, the funds must come from somewhere, and that typically means it comes 
from reserves. When we take money from reserves to fund operations, or do not put 
money into reserves, that means that we do not have funds available to properly repair, 
renew, or replace equipment and infrastructure, and it certainly leaves no funds 
available for new infrastructure. Typically, staff search for grants to offset the cost of 
infrastructure projects, but these grants usually require a 50% municipal co-pay. This 
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means that if we have a $20 million-dollar project we have to have $10 million dollars of 
municipal funds available or we will not receive the funding.  
 
Question 15: Are we overstaffed? How do we compare to municipalities of similar size? 
 
As a community grows the number of staff required at all levels of the organization 
increases. As a municipality we are also seeing increased scrutiny, more legislation, 
and more reporting requirements on our daily operations and our grant funding. We are 
being asked to do more with no change in funding from the higher levels of government.  
 
As a part of the 2024 budget two senior leadership positions were removed and 
amalgamated into other departments. This allowed us to create more manager roles 
and save money. We are always looking for ways to be more efficient with our staff 
dollars, including using grant money to implement key positions that we don’t have 
operational funds to create.  
 
As a complex organization we must also consider succession planning, recruitment and 
retention of employees. This means creating the right levels within the organization to 
allow people to see growth and stay with the organization for the long term. 
 
It is extremely challenging to compare one municipality’s staffing level to another 
because it is dependent on the levels of service that the community expects. Lower 
levels of service may require fewer employees and higher levels of service will require 
more employees. 
 
Question 16: What are the salaries of Mayor and Council? Can we reduce the size of 
Council? 
 
The number of Council members in a municipality may be established in letters patent 
or in a municipal bylaw.  If neither apply, the number is established by legislation based 
on the population of a municipality; City’s or Districts with a population under 50,000 
must have a mayor and six councillors.  If we were a Town or Village we would be 
required to have a mayor and four councillors.   
 
On December 15, 1964, the letters patent were amended to establish the Town of 
Merritt from the Village of Merritt; on May 14, 1980 the letters patent were amended 
again to establish the City of Merritt.  Following the amendment of the letters patent in 
1980 the City Council increased in size from one Mayor and 4 Councillors to one Mayor 
and six Councillors as per legislation.   
 
If a Council wishes to change the number of Council members, it must pass a bylaw to 
establish the number of Council members; Council must receive the assent of the 
electors if it wishes to reduce the number of Council members. 
 
Council member remuneration is established by Bylaw 2266 which was adopted on 
August 27, 2019.   
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The annual rate for remuneration of the Mayor was established at $36,582 with an 
annual increase based on CPI; the base rate for Councillors is set at $17,394, with an 
annual increase based on CPI. 
 
A recent survey of similarly sized municipalities follows: 
 

COMMUNITIES 5,000 - 10,000 
(2023/2024)  

MAYOR   FT/PT COUNCIL   

Castlegar (9,084) 36,000.00 PT Castlegar (9,084) 18,000.00 

Creston (6,002) 42,633.46 PT Creston (6,002) 19,185.00 

Fernie (6,780) 45,377.02 PT Fernie (6,780) 22,688.64 

Hope (7,159) 35,856.00 PT Hope (7,159) 20,318.00 

Kitimat (8,864) 50,060.00 PT Kitimat (8,864) 27,777.00 

Ladysmith (9,662) 44,646.00 PT Ladysmith (9,662) 16,819.00 

Merritt (7,415) 37,423.36 PT Merritt (7,415) 17,794.14 

Oliver (5,303) 32,783.16 PT Oliver (5,303) 17,814.25 

Osoyoos (5,763) 38,303.64 PT Osoyoos (5,763) 21,722.04 

Peachland (6,139) 42,930.00 PT Peachland (6,139) 19,629.00 

Revelstoke (9,032) 36,800.00 PT Revelstoke (9,032) 24,936.00 

Spallumcheen (5,798) 33,012.00  Spallumcheen (5,798) 19,464.00 

Trail (8,286) 34,525.00 PT Trail (8,286) 18,525.00 

Average 38,951.64   Average 20,420.26 

 
The below link can be used by residents to access the 2025-2029 Financial Plan 
presentation provided to Council on December 9, 2024. 
 
https://pub-merritt.escribemeetings.com/filestream.ashx?DocumentId=11230 
 
The report is meant to summarize the messages heard during the budget open house 
sessions and for Council consideration during upcoming Budget Bylaw discussions and 
decisions. Administration has not made any interpretations of the comments and 
questions from the residents.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Cynthia White 
Chief Administrative Officer  
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Report 
 
 

File Number: XXXX 

To:  Cynthia White, Chief Administrative Officer 

From:  Holly Ferris, Housing Merritt Director  

Date:  February 4, 2025 

Subject: Municipal Development Corporation Feasibility Study 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 

THAT Council receive the Municipal Development Corporation Feasibility Study; 
 
And 
 
THAT Council approve Option A: Internal Housing Department, with an optional 
external operational review after two years from the date of launch.   
 
Background: 

As per the briefing note provided to Council at the Committee of the Whole Meeting on 
March 5, 2024 the Housing Department has been exploring the many local and regional 
government housing corporations or authorities. Through this research it was 
determined to do a feasibility study, which focuses on the opportunity to invest in both 
commercial rental spaces and housing options. Merritt is in a unique position to support 
housing affordability in a similar manner. We currently have approximately $4M 
remaining in the flood recovery housing fund and the units that were purchased as 
transitional housing post-flood. 

As a follow-up to the December 3, 2024 Committee of a Whole meeting where Urban 
Metrics presented to Council a Background Report on Exploring Municipal Pathways for 
the City of Merritt, the final report has been completed and included with this report.  

  

City of Merritt 
REGULAR Council Meeting 

February 11, 2025 
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Options / discussion 

The report outlines two options.  

Option A: Internal Housing Department.  
The Department would remain internal to the City using the internal structure, led by a 
director and supported by one to three staff members specializing in project 
management, housing policy and stakeholder engagement. The department would 
oversee the disbursement of the housing funds, coordinate municipal housing initiatives, 
and manage partnerships as well as any other contractual arraignments/agreements 
with non-profits, developments and other stakeholders.  

Option B: Housing & Development Commission 
Creation of a housing and development commission. The commission would report to 
Council and receive direction on the overall strategy, while at the same time be 
empowered to solicit advisory services from subject matter experts, integrate the 
community’s perspective through community representation and the commission’s 
board and operate at arm’s length from Council.  

Financial / Risk Implications: 

Funding for the Internal Housing Department will come from the provincial government 
through the treasury board funding and will focus on affordable housing options. 

 
Others Consulted: 
 
Senior Leadership Team 
 
Attachments: 
 
Municipal Development Corporation Feasibility Study – urban Metrics 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Holly Ferris 
Director of Housing 
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This document is available in alternative formats upon request by contacting: 
info@urbanMetrics.ca 

416-351-8585 (1-800-505-8755) 
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Municipal Development Corporation 

 

 

 

 
February 4, 2024 
 
Holly Ferris  Housing Director 
City of Merritt 
2185 Voght Street, V1K 1B8 
Merritt, BC 
 

Dear Holly Ferris, 

RE: Municipal Development Corporation  Feasibility Study (Merritt, BC) 

urbanMetrics inc. is pleased to submit this Municipal Development Corporation 
Feasibility Study to the City of Merritt. This study outlines the key challenges and 
opportunities faced by the City in leveraging its residual housing funds to build 
housing and support community and municipal development. It also presents an 
analysis of a thorough consultation process with subject matter experts, 
synthesizing the results of more than 25 conversations.  

The Study highlights potential roles for the City of Merritt in facilitating projects. 
These roles are mapped to corresponding organizational structures, the strengths 
and weaknesses of which are identified for consideration.  

Subsequently, the study analyses three example development opportunities that 
provide a lens through which to consider potential roles for the city and 
preliminarily identify possible development outcomes. Lastly, the consulting team 
recommends that the City of Merritt either expand its internal capacity to take on 
projects or create a Housing and Development Commission, as an external 
development corporation requires financial and administrative start-up costs that 
are not matched by the likely returns from the development opportunities.  

Warm Regards,  

 

 

Rowan Faludi, CMC, MCIP, RPP, PLE      Tywen Thomas, MSc.  
Partner,         Sr. Project Manager 
urbanMetrics Inc.        urbanMetrics inc.  

 
            urbanMetrics inc. 

15 Toronto St, Suite 602 
Toronto ON M5C 2E3 
Tel: 416-351-8585 
urbanMetrics.ca 
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• The City of Merritt manages and administers between $6 million and $9 
million of housing funding and assets that primarily stem from the response 
to the 2021 Coldwater flood. These assets comprise some $4 million in 
reserve funds and 31 manufactured homes worth between $2 million and $5 
million.  

• By the end of 2025, a clear plan for housing-related investments must be in 
place to meet provincial requirements and retain the funds within the 
community.  

• Housing needs in Merritt include affordable rentals, workforce housing, and 
downtown intensification to support a higher quality of life and economic 
growth. Leveraging municipally owned properties and fostering partnerships 
with private and non-profit partners present opportunities to address these 
challenges.  

• This feasibility study examines potential structures for deploying housing 
funds ranging from an internal housing department to a municipal 
development corporation (MDC). The spectrum of potential approaches was 

financial and human resource 
capacity, timelines, objectives, and potential projected-related needs.  

• Additional information on the full spectrum of approaches and case study 
examples can be found in 

Council on December 3rd, 2024.  

• The consulting team identifies two potential alternative pathways forward: 
an expanded internal housing department or creating a municipal housing 
commission.  

• An internal housing department would be the most expedient and the least 
expensive to initiate, with an ability to immediately start working on projects 
and be subject to normal council approval. An internal department would 
also be capable of transitioning into a different entity in the future. This 
model would rely on existing staff resources and external expertise through 
technical consultants for specific requirements as part of development 
projects.  

• A commission structure would require more work and potentially more 
funding to initiate but would have the potential to streamline decision-
making and leverage external expertise through the board structure. In 

evaluated based on alignment with the City’s

“Exploring Municipal Development Pathways for
the City of Merritt”, a background report prepared prior to a presentation to
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addition, it clearly demonstrates the separation of the housing funds from 
 

• Next steps include council endorsement of one of the recommended options, 
followed by community engagement to inform and confirm priorities, 
analyzing public feedback, and developing a detailed implementation plan 
that identifies required staffing, finalizes development opportunities, and 
scopes the procurement process for partnerships.   

 

 

 

 

 

the City’s core service areas.
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1.0 Introduction 
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1.1 Terms of Reference 
This Feasibility Study is structured to achieve two criteria. First, it is intended to 
guide the City of Merritt in deciding the most appropriate approach for maximizing 
the value of its housing funds. Second, it is structured to satisfy the necessary 
background reports required by the Inspector of Municipalities in the event the 
City should ask for approval of a municipal development corporation.  

The Feasibility Study was conducted according to the following work plan: 

1. Current State Assessment: an evaluation of available economic, social, and 
spatial data to serve as context and provide insights as to the challenges and 
opportunities facing the City of Merritt, the local community, and the real 
estate and development industries.  

2. Environmental Scan: A review of innovative approaches to municipal 
development and real estate project management, as well as the 
identification of comparative examples to the City of Merritt.  

3. Opportunity Evaluation: A review of municipally owned properties and 
potential opportunities for partnership with other stakeholders.  

4. Expert Consultation: Interviews with local community leaders, subject 
matter experts, members of the development community, other external 
agencies, and key City of Merritt staff.  

5. Validation: A review of the governance and financing structure for 
organizational models relevant to the City of Merritt and an assessment of 
each model's risks and opportunities for Merritt. This stage included a 
publicly accessible workshop with the City of Merritt Council. 

6. Delivery: The identification of potential development models and an 
evaluation of the level of alignment between different models, the challenges 
and opportunities facing the City of Merritt, and the specific properties that 
represent potential development opportunities.  

7. Finalization: The delivery and presentation of our report and 
recommendations to Council.  
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1.2 Context 

Dedicated Housing Funding 
As part of the emergency response to the 2021 Coldwater flood, the City received 
funds and physical assets from the Province of British Columbia to use as part of 
the immediate emergency response and to invest in rebuilding and improving 
housing. As of January 2025, not all of this money was spent, and the City has 
residual assets of some $4 million in reserve, as well as 31 manufactured homes 
that were acquired as an emergency measure to house victims of the flood. Many 
of these homes are no longer required as part of the flood relief response, are 
financially and operationally challenging for the City to manage in their current 
location, and are available for disposition. Preliminary estimates undertaken by the 
City suggest that these manufactured homes could generate between $2.5 million 
and $5 million in additional funds, subject to agreeing to their sale.   

These assets come with conditions a plan to sell the manufactured homes and 
deploy the residual funds to provide housing must be in place by the end of 2025.  

In this context, this feasibility study is intended to identify the appropriate vehicle 
for deploying these funds that satisfies 
to be in place by the end of 2025.  

Housing Need 
The City of Merritt has experienced moderate population growth, with BC Stats 
estimating a population of 7,606 in 2021. The Official Community Plan (2022) 
projects a population range of 8,362 to 12,081 by 2041, depending on growth 
scenarios. This growth underscores the need for increased housing supply and 
municipal services to accommodate the expanding population. 

Key demographic shifts include: 

• An aging population, increasing demand for accessible and senior-friendly 
housing. 

• A growing Indigenous population, which represented 22.9% of the total 
population in 20161, and requires culturally appropriate housing and services. 

 
1 City of Merritt Economic Development Strategy 2022-2031 

the Province’s requirements for a clear plan
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• Continued in-
relative affordability and lifestyle opportunities. 

Merritt faces a significant housing shortage exacerbated by the November 2021 
Coldwater River flood. The Merritt Housing Needs Report (2021) identified: 

• A lack of diverse housing options. 

• A critical shortage of rental units. 

• Gaps in affordable and attainable housing 

municipal assets, such as underutilized land, to create a mix of housing types. 
organizational ability to undertake housing and development 

projects could be pivotal in addressing these issues by facilitating partnerships 
with private developers and NGOs to deliver transitional, affordable, and market-
rate housing. 

Impacts on Core Service Areas 
The City of Merritt is responsible for delivering various services, including 
infrastructure development, social services, and economic development. A 
strategic approach to real estate development through a development entity offers 
opportunities to enhance these core areas by aligning municipal assets and 
resources with long-term goals. 

• Infrastructure Development: Strategic real estate management can help 
identify surplus or underutilized municipal properties to support projects like 
affordable housing, transportation hubs, and municipal facilities. For 
example, surplus lands near the city center could be redeveloped to support 
housing and mixed-use projects that address pressing infrastructure needs. 

• Social Services: A well-managed MDC can incorporate affordable housing 
and social service facilities into its development portfolio, directly addressing 
challenges identified in the Merritt Housing Needs Report. Initiatives can also 
include partnerships with NGOs and Indigenous organizations to create 
culturally appropriate housing and support services. 

• Economic Development: Real estate projects initiated by an MDC can spur 
local economic growth by attracting private investment, fostering business 
retention, and creating vibrant spaces such as mixed-use developments in 
the downtown area. The Merritt Economic Development Strategy 

migration from larger metropolitan areas, driven by Merritt’s

The City’s housing challenges necessitate innovative solutions that leverage

Increasing the City’s
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emphasizes economic diversification and city-center revitalization, both of 
which align with the objectives of an MDC. 

As part of the multi-government response to the Coldwater flood in 2021, the City 
currently manages 31 manufactured homes. Managing residential properties is 

 and has challenged the capacity 
of City staff and the limitations of the traditional organizational structure. In 
response to these demands, the City brought in a Director of Housing to manage 
these demands, including overseeing this feasibility study and the delivery of 
residual housing funding. 

The City faces an array of organizational challenges in continuing to deliver or 
improve the services it provides. Many of these challenges are not unique to Merritt 
and are shared by small and mid-sized municipalities across Canada. In Merritt, 
many of these structural challenges were worsened by the impacts of the COVID-
19 pandemic and the 2021 Coldwater flood. Some of the more acute challenges 
facing the City include:  

• High staff turnover and limited technical expertise in real estate and 
development. 

• A strain on municipal capacity to manage complex projects or implement 
strategic plans effectively. 

• Budgetary pressures to balance fiscal responsibility for infrastructure 
maintenance and upgrades with property taxes that do not worsen 
affordability.  

These constraints underscore the importance of continuing to build the capacity of 
the municipal organization, ensuring that investments deliver value for money, and 
developing a more strategic approach to asset management.  

outside the scope of the City’s core service areas
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2.0 Expert Consultation 
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The engagement portion of this project involved interviews and workshops. 
Interviews were conducted with 22 subject matter experts, including members of 
the City leadership team, key staff members from the City of Merritt, 
representatives from the real estate, business, and government housing sectors, 
and representatives from non-government housing and community organizations.  

In December 2024, the consulting team held a workshop with Council to discuss 
background information on strategic approaches to real estate, municipal 
development corporations, and options for the City. 

The following sections summarize the key themes from the interviews with external 
subject matter experts and key City of Merritt leadership team members.  

2.1 External Subject Matter Experts 
The following represents aggregated feedback from subject matter experts 
working in real estate, business, government housing, non-profit housing, 
charitable and community sectors in Merritt and the broader region.  

Real Estate, Business, and Government Housing  
Capacity and Expertise Challenges 
There was general agreement that the City of Merritt could benefit from an 
increase in internal organizational capacity and more technical expertise to 
undertake large-scale development projects directly or operate an MDC effectively. 
Concerns include inexperienced staff, high turnover, and limited resources to 
manage complex development processes. To fill these gaps, the city would need to 
hire additional staff or rely heavily on partnerships with private developers, 
external experts, or consultants. 

Collaboration with Indigenous Development Corporations 
The Indigenous community represents almost one-
Collaboration with local First Nations is seen as both a necessity and an 
opportunity for success. However, despite the significant potential for partnerships, 
there are currently limited interactions between the City and Indigenous 
development corporations. Establishing an MDC could foster cooperation, though 
it must address sensitive issues like governance, equity, and trust. 

Streamlining Development Processes 
Sometimes slow, inconsistent, and bureaucratic approval processes are seen as a 
barrier to development in Merritt. Stakeholders emphasized the importance of pre-

quarter of the City’s population.
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zoning, improving the permitting process, and enhancing staff capacity to reduce 
bottlenecks. An MDC could mitigate some of these issues by managing high-profile 
projects more efficiently and aligning them with municipal goals. 

Addressing Land Availability and Housing Needs 
Merritt faces a significant shortage of shovel-ready and greenfield residential 
development land, compounded by challenges in making underutilized sites like 
the Tolko grounds viable for development. Affordable, attainable, and diverse 
housing options are needed. The City has opportunities to use its assets 
strategically, such as vending land through joint ventures. An MDC could focus on 
addressing gaps in the housing supply, particularly for market-rate and transitional 
housing. 

Public Perception and Risk Mitigation 
Public perception of municipal involvement in development is a delicate issue in 
Merritt. Concerns about competing with the private sector, financial risks, and 
historical experiences with municipal projects necessitate a cautious and 
transparent approach. A partnership model, rather than direct competition, is seen 
as more politically and publicly palatable. Any MDC must clearly communicate its 
value proposition and ensure transparency in its operations 

Non-Government Housing, Wellness, and Cultural Organizations 
Collaboration for Holistic Community Development 
There is a strong emphasis on partnerships to address Merritt's social challenges, 
particularly homelessness, housing shortages, and support services for 
marginalized populations. Organizations highlighted the need for culturally 
sensitive and community-focused housing ecosystems rather than piecemeal 
projects. Collaboration with NGOs to co-create solutions can enhance social capital 
and address pressing needs. 

Culturally Appropriate and Integrated Housing Solutions 
Stakeholders emphasized the importance of housing projects that meet cultural 
and community-specific needs, particularly for First Nations and vulnerable 
populations. Incorporating culturally appropriate design and service integration 
into housing projects could make an MDC a more inclusive and effective tool. 
Examples include youth-focused housing and services, as well as shelters 
integrated with addiction and mental health support. 

NGOs as Partners in Service Delivery and Capacity Building 
Despite resource constraints, NGOs and community organizations are delivering 
critical services. An MDC could leverage these organizations’ expertise and
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operational knowledge to expand services or deliver housing projects more 
effectively. Support from the City in the form of land access, funding facilitation, or 
project partnerships can strengthen these relationships. 

Streamlining City Support for Development and Operations 
Stakeholders noted the need for the City to take an active yet strategic role in 
supporting development projects. This includes ensuring streamlined approvals, 
pre-zoning, and addressing funding and expertise gaps in construction and 
operations. The City's role in coordinating resources and partnerships could help 
overcome barriers NGOs and community organizations face. 

2.2 Municipal Leadership & Key Staff 
The following represents aggregated feedback from a series of interviews with 
leadership and key staff from the Corporation of the City of Merritt conducted 
between November 2024 and January 2025.  

Aging Infrastructure and Funding Constraints 

Merritt faces significant challenges with aging water and sewer systems nearing 
capacity, which could hinder medium- to long-term development. Coupled with an 
unfunded flood mitigation plan, these issues highlight the need for sustainable 
infrastructure investments to ensure long-term resilience. Balancing the 
expectations of new residents, especially those relocating from urban areas, with 

Addressing these infrastructure needs will require careful financial planning, 
including potential property tax increases and/or tapping into upper-level 
government funding sources. 

Downtown Revitalization as an Economic Driver 

Downtown revitalization emerged as a priority, with staff emphasizing the 
importance of intensification to boost the tax base, support local businesses, and 
enhance livability. Housing development downtown was highlighted as a critical 
tool to stimulate demand for goods and services, fostering economic growth. 
Investments in placemaking, local markets, and community events were also 
identified as opportunities to improve downtown vibrancy and attract residents 
and visitors. 

Strategic Land Use and Municipal Property Retention 

the City’s existing service limitations adds another layer of operational complexity.
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Retaining municipal land ownership was essential for maintaining long-term 
flexibility in development planning. Innovative agreements, such as long-term 
leases, were suggested to enable development while ensuring municipal control. 
This approach could help the City maximize the strategic value of its land holdings 
without compromising future opportunities. 

Housing as a Catalyst for Economic Growth 

Workforce housing was recognized as a key intersection between housing and 
economic development. Developing mixed-use housing projects downtown could 
increase urban density and catalyze economic activity. Workforce housing 
initiatives were seen as essential to attract and retain a stable local workforce, 

-commuter town. 
Addressing the prevalence of secondary and non-conforming suites was also noted 
as an area requiring better quantification to inform housing strategies. 

Operational Capacity and Collaboration 

strategies focused on execution rather than governance alone. Staff highlighted 
the importance of fostering interdepartmental and external collaboration to 
enhance strategic execution. A clear sustainability and reinvestment plan is 
necessary for long-term success. Past issues with property management and 
external entities underscore the need for strong leadership and oversight in future 
projects. Partnerships and strategic agreements, along with investments in 

proposition 
and aligning with economic and housing priorities. 

benefiting businesses and reducing the City’s role as an out

The City’s limited staff capacity and high turnover underline the need for scalable

placemaking, were also seen as critical to enhancing the City’s value
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3.0 Development Roles 
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3.1 Developer Roles 
Four potential roles have been identified for the City of Merritt in municipal real 
estate and strategic development. These four roles facilitator, Creator, Partner, 
and Developer were presented and analyzed in the November 2024 report 

 and 
highlighted in a workshop with Council on December 3rd, 2024. 

The roles have been identified based on past experience by urbanMetrics and the 
results of our consultations with community leaders and experts.  Each role reflects 
a different level of involvement, capacity, and risk and is best suited to different 
types of projects and sets of constraints, resources, challenges, and opportunities.  

• The Facilitator role focuses on traditional municipal functions like planning, 
zoning, and infrastructure provision to enable private sector-led development. 

• As a Creator, municipalities take a more proactive approach by acquiring, 
assembling, and preparing land to align with community priorities, often 
partnering with developers to execute projects. 

• The Partner role involves collaboration with private sector entities, sharing risks 
and benefits to achieve strategic goals, such as mixed-use developments or 
public-private infrastructure projects. 

• The Developer role sees municipalities leading development projects directly, 
often through autonomous corporations, to retain control over project 
outcomes and revenue generation. 

“Exploring Municipal Development Pathways for the City of Merritt”
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• Undertake land use planning, zoning, and infrastructure delivery to 

enable development in line with municipal priorities 

• Create and deliver masterplans 

• Basic infrastructure provision 

• Rely heavily on market forces to drive development 

• Has limited influence over outcomes such as affordability or uses 
included 

 
• Make underutilized or acquired municipal property available for 

development 

• Leverage investments in infrastructure, the arts, sports & 
recreation as part of private developments 

• Undertake some land assembly or servicing 

• Enable more strategic involvement in development and additional 
control over outcomes 

• Emerge as a more attractive partner for the private sector 

 
• Contribute legal, financial, and project management expertise to 

enter into joint venture agreements and assess risks 

• Undertake remediation, site preparation, etc. 

• Use EOI, RFQ and RFP process to find developers and 
constructors for properties  

• Require robust governance structures to balance public and 
private roles 

• Enable shared risks with other partners but increases complexity 
and exposure 

 
• Able to autonomously use and generate own-use revenues 

outside of municipal budget process, under direction from Council 

• Actively take properties through the entire development process 

• Share risk with private or other public sector partners 

• Best suited for long-term, high-impact projects 

• Higher upfront and operational costs but provides maximum 
control over outcomes and increases potential for revenue 
generation 

Facilitator 

Creator 

Partner 

Developer 
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3.2 Organizational Structures 
Each role aligns with a different organizational structure that aligns the necessary 
resources, provides the appropriate level of decision-making authority and 
autonomy, leverages the right amount of external advice and experience, and suits 
the municipality's available financial resources. In general, these structures exist on 
a spectrum from traditional decentralized municipal departments to a centralized 
external corporation with a specific focus on development.  

• Decentralized Municipal Departments 

This common structure involves individual municipal departments managing 
aspects of development within their specific mandates. These departments 
function largely independently, providing regulatory oversight, processing 
applications, and creating and implementing policies. It is a lower-cost and low-risk 
approach suited for municipalities primarily acting as regulators or facilitators.  

• Centralized Municipal Development Department 

A centralized approach consolidates development responsibilities within a 
dedicated division or department, enhancing coordination and focus. This model 
allows municipalities to engage more directly in planning and land assembly 
efforts, providing a clearer strategic direction. Centralized divisions are more agile 
than decentralized ones, but they still operate within the municipal structure, 
limiting their flexibility and risk appetite. 

• Internal Partnerships 

In an internal partnership, the municipality enables collaboration across divisions or 
with quasi-independent bodies such as housing authorities or economic 
development committees. These partnerships often leverage municipal assets and 
expertise to undertake more proactive roles, such as land preparation or issuing 
Requests for Proposals for targeted projects. This structure balances strategic 
control and operational flexibility, allowing municipalities more influence on 
development outcomes without incurring significant financial or operational risks. 

• External Partnerships 

External partnerships engage private-sector entities or non-profit organizations 
through joint ventures, agreements, or service agreements. Municipalities typically 
contribute land, financing, or infrastructure, while external partners provide 
additional capital, expertise, market access, or execute operational functions. This 
model allows municipalities to share risks and benefits while achieving strategic 
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goals. However, external partnerships require strong governance and negotiation 
capacity to ensure municipal priorities are met. 

• Limited External Corporations or Associations 

Limited external corporations are municipally owned entities that manage specific 
assets or projects. They operate semi-independently with their own boards and 
financial structures but remain directly accountable to the municipal council. These 
entities, such as recognizable Economic Development Corporations (EDCs), 
Housing Authorities, or Housing Corporations, focus on limited activities or sectors 
like land assembly, project management, non-market housing, industrial 
development, etc. 

• Self-Sufficient External Corporation 

At the highest level of autonomy, municipalities establish self-sufficient external 
development corporations. These entities are designed to operate autonomously, 
with direct oversight provided on an annual or 3-to-5-year basis. This enables them 
to act quickly, secure financing, and manage large-scale or complex projects. While 
this model offers the most control and potential benefits, it carries the highest risk 
and requires substantial resources, governance, and municipal capacity 
organizational capacity to create and manage. 
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4.0 Example 
Development 
Opportunities
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Development opportunities were identified through a combination of the 
consulting team's analysis and feedback from internal and external stakeholders. 
The first phase of this task was a review of municipally owned property using 
information provided by the City of Merritt and hosted on Catalis GIS. These 

further opportunities were identified through the stakeholder engagement process, 
with some parties identifying their own properties as potential development 
opportunities for municipal involvement in housing delivery.  

The following sections profile three opportunities that have been identified as most 
feasible for the initial deployment of housing funds.  

2102 Coutlee Avenue 
• Current Use: Vacant Undeveloped 

• 2024 Assessed Value: $447,000 

• Owner: City of Merritt 

• Area: 2,280.6 square metres (24,548 square feet) 0.56 acres 

• OCP Designation: Urban Centre 

• Zoning: City Centre District 

2102 Coutlee Avenue is located in downtown Merritt at the intersection of Coutlee 
Avenue and Garcia Street, across from the Railyard Mall. Approximately 0.56 acres 
in size, the zoning and land use framework allows for multi-residential uses and a 
variety of commercial and cultural uses. Table 7.18.7 in the Zoning By-law 
provides that minimum setbacks on all sides are 0 metres, the maximum height is 
the lesser of 25 metres or 6 storeys, and the maximum parcel coverage is 95%. The 
ZBL permits 100% parcel coverage if a rooftop garden that covers a minimum of 
15% of the roof surface is provided. 

identified opportunities were then evaluated with the City’s project team, and

(“ZBL”)
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Figure 1: 2102 Coutlee Avenue Aerial 

 
SOURCE: City of Merritt Catalis GIS 

Example Development Outcomes 
A preliminary review suggests the site is unencumbered by major development 
constraints. It has permissive zoning that allows a variety of uses and 95-100% lot 
coverage. The downtown location across from an established retail/commercial 
property supports many potential uses.  

The results of the expert consultation and engagement and development trends at 
the provincial and national level support the development of a mixed-use property 
with multifamily residential units and commercial space at grade. Such a project 
could address many of the goals identified in the consultation and engagement 
phase. Delivering more housing units downtown increases housing options for a 
variety of key community groups, including those accessing services in the 
downtown area and employees who work downtown and do not drive or own a 
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car. It also increases the residential population downtown, building a more 
substantial  

In a mixed-use multifamily development, the site presents the opportunity for both 
market and non-market residential units. Non-market units could be considered as 
the municipal ownership of the site eliminates the need to consider land acquisition 
costs in evaluating the feasibility of the development. However, market-rate 
residential units could present an opportunity for revenue generation.  

- Property management 

- Rental over condominium ownership 

- Level of complexity does not require an external corporation 

4150 Airport Road 
• Current Use: Vacant Undeveloped 

• 2024 Assessed Value: N/A 

• Owner: City of Merritt 

• Area: 8,238 square metres 2.04 acres 

• OCP Designation: Service Commercial/Airport Commercial 

• Zoning: Service Commercial/Airport Commercial 

 

4150 Airport Road is located adjacent to the Merritt Airport across from the 
Walmart Supercentre. Approximately 2 acres in size, applicable land use and 
zoning policies permit a range of light industrial and commercial uses under a 
Service Commercial and Airport Commercial zoning class, both of which apply to 
parts of the property. Residential uses are not permitted under the current 
planning and zoning framework. Maximum parcel coverage is 80 or 85% depending 
on the applicable zoning class unless otherwise restricted by Transport Canada 
regulations.  

The surrounding land uses, land use framework, and site characteristics mean that 
the site is best suited for light industrial or commercial uses but could be rezoned 
and/or redesignated to facilitate the development of other uses.  

market base for Merritt’s downtown businesses.
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Figure 2: 4150 Airport Road Aerial 

 
SOURCE: City of Merritt Catalis GIS 

Example Development Outcomes 
There are three major development constraints on the property. Firstly, the site 
requires significant earthworks to facilitate any form of development. It is our 
understanding that preliminary earthworks are in process at the time of writing. 
Secondly, the parcel is immediately adjacent to the airport and is subject to 
Transport Canada Airport Zoning Regulations. Based on regulations at similar 
airports across Canada, this restricts the developable area of the property. 

The most logical use would be for industrial or commercial uses in keeping with 
surrounding land uses and adjacent airport. However, one potential residential 

manufactured homes, or support their use as temporary housing.  
option for the property is an interim use to either facilitate the sale of the City’s 31
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1898 Blair St / 2352 Quilchena Ave 
• Current Use: Vacant Industrial 

• 2024 Assessed Value: $561,200 (combined) 

• Owner: Nicola Valley Food Bank Society 

• Area: 2,785 square metres (29,978 square feet)  0.69 acres 

• OCP Designation: Medium to High-Density Residential  

• Zoning: City Centre District (C6) 

The property comprises two parcels, 1898 Blair Street and 2352 Quilchena Avenue 
and was recently purchased by the Nicola Valley Food Bank Society. Combined, 
the property is approximately 0.69 acres. It is designated Medium to High-Density 
Residential in the Official Community Plan and zoned as the City Centre District 
class. This land use and zoning framework permits a mix of commercial, residential 
and institutional uses with a maximum height of the lesser of 25 metres or 6 
storeys and a 95% lot coverage ratio that can be increased to 100% with the 
provision of rooftop gardens constituting 15% of the roofed area.  
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Figure 3: 1898 Blair St - 2352 Quilchena Ave Aerial 

 
SOURCE: City of Merritt Catalis GIS 

Example Development Outcomes 
It is our understanding that the Nicola Valley Food Bank purchased the properties 
to develop a food bank and community hub location, as 
Roof, . The Under One Roof facility was 
constructed through a partnership between Squamish Helping Hands, the 
Squamish Food Bank, BC Housing, and the District of Squamish.  

The 4-storey Squamish building is a hub for various community services, ranging 
from financial education, such as income tax filing assistance, to expanded food 
bank operations delivered through a commercial kitchen, including a 15-bed 
emergency shelter. The project has 45 suites, 30 of which are longer-term housing, 
with 15 retained as emergency shelter units and an additional 8 emergency shelter 
beds on the ground floor.  

” a community food hub in Squamish
informed by “Under One
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Figure 4: Under One Roof - Squamish, BC 

 
SOURCE: Image from project architect Station One Architects 

In addition to the longer-term and emergency shelter housing, the ground level 
provides a commercial kitchen, laundromat, space for the food bank, a Vancouver 
Coastal Health Office, and community lounge space. The estimated build cost of 
the project was approximately $7 million2, with the District of Squamish paying an 
additional $600,000 in infrastructure costs to enable development to proceed3. 

It is our understanding that the Food Bank has already begun consultation with the 
team who delivered the Under One Roof facility and is beginning to move forward 
with preliminary stages of the project.  

The complexity and financing restrictions of the partners mean that the scale of the 
project and the scope of services provided will be determined by the assembled 
development and operational partners. In our opinion, the City could add value to 
the project and enable a greater depth of service or the inclusion of more units. 
The City could take various roles, from an active partner who can influence the 
outcome to a facilitator who reduces barriers for the food bank and other partners 
to realize their vision for the project.  

The estimated building cost for a similar project would exceed the city's financial 
capacity, highlighting the need to collaborate with other partners and assemble a 
diverse capital stack to undertake the project.  

 
2 According to information from project architect Station One Architects 
3 According to reporting by the Squamish Chief 
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5.0 Key Considerations 
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The ideal 

expertise, financial considerations, including the costs of development and the 
requirements to realize the development 

opportunities identified in the previous section.  

5.1 Goals 
The expert consultation process and Council workshop identified a broad range of 
desired outcomes that can generally be separated into three areas: housing, 
economic development, and financial.  

Identified housing goals included providing additional housing diversity and 
supporting intensification in the downtown. At the highest level, the housing goal is 
taking steps to ensure that every Merritt resident has a place to live. At a more 
granular level, many experts spoken to during the consultation phase identified the 
need to support housing intensification in the downtown to provide options for 
residents who do not have private transportation and would benefit from living in 
proximity to the downtown and boost the customer base for downtown 
businesses.  

Throughout the project, many economic development goals were identified, 
including downtown revitalization, supporting local businesses, attracting industrial 
development, and broadening and deepening the tax base. Delivering higher-
density housing units downtown has the potential to work toward many of these 
goals. 

In addition to goals related to housing and economic development, many of those 
engaged identified the need for housing funds to be used in such a way that 
financially benefits the community and the City. This could be accomplished 
directly or indirectly through market housing with the potential for one-time or 
recurring revenues, or non-market housing and/or mixed-use commercial space 
that supports increased assessed values and property taxes while assisting local 
economic development.  

5.2 Capacity & Expertise 
A challenge identified at various stages of the feasibility study has been a lack of 
municipal capacity and expertise to execute real estate development projects. As a 
smaller municipality, the City has a limited staff contingent to ensure it fulfills its 

organizational approach to maximizing the value of the City’s dedicated
housing funding is based on a combination of the City’s goals, the available

City’s financial position, and the
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municipal obligations and provides the appropriate level of service within its core 
service areas. There is no additional staff capacity to undertake additional real 
estate development projects besides current workloads, and the City has no 
dedicated real estate or development team. 

All projects identified herein will require additional dedicated resources, either by 
hiring additional positions to relieve current staff of some existing responsibilities 
to dedicate more time to housing and development or by hiring additional 
dedicated housing and development staff. 

In addition, minimal experience in a hands-on development project management 
role means the City should retain a development and/or construction management 
consultant to undertake projects without an experienced developer or constructor 
partner. 

5.3 Financial Considerations 
Directly, the City could pursue market-rate housing development with a private 
sector partner that carries the potential to be profitable, either through a sale of 
land or units or through an operating agreement that would see a housing provider 
lease land or a building from the City.  

Indirectly, the City can pursue development projects that broaden or deepen the 
municipal tax base, increasing the assessed value of properties and/or facilitating 
the development of underutilized or vacant properties. In addition, the 
construction of community facilities through partnerships with other users or 
investments in community organizations can serve to reduce either the capital 
costs of new municipal facilities or ongoing operating expenses by taking 
preventative measures.  

5.4 Development Opportunities 
Another key consideration is ensuring that the City's role and the chosen 
organizational structure align with the needs of the projects the City is looking to 
undertake. None of the identified opportunities highlighted in the previous section 
are overly complicated or financially risky to require the creation of an external 
corporation to mitigate project or financial risk.  

A primary consideration is ensuring that the organizational structure allows for 
outside expertise to be brought into each project. To create the best chance of 
delivering successful projects, the City will need a structure that enables the 

urban
MetricsPage 367 of 382

https://urbanmetrics.ca/


Municipal Development Corporation  Feasibility Study (Merritt, BC)     |     30 

 

projects to leverage three sources of external expertise. Firstly, potential partners 
can be identified through expressions of interest (EOI) or requests for qualification 
or proposal (RFP/RFQ). Secondly, the structure needs to allow any required 
consultants to be retained using the housing funds and not require any 

avenues for ongoing external expertise in an advisory capacity through a board or 
committee.   

expenditures from the City’s general funds. Lastly, the structure should provide
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6.0 Conclusion 
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A variety of organizational structures were considered for the City of Merritt. These 
included an internal department, a commission, a society, and a corporation.  

• An internal department is a dedicated team created within the existing 
municipal structure. Like other municipal departments, this team would fall 
under the leadership team's management and be accountable to the leadership 
team and Council. Typically, this structure is used when delegated authority and 
a customized governance structure are not prioritized. External expertise would 
be leveraged through technical consultants brought in for specific project-
related tasks.  

• A commission is a group of individuals appointed by Council to perform one or 
more of the following functions: provide or operate a specific municipal service, 
operate or enforce policies, procedures, or requirements imposed by the 
Council, or manage property and licenses held by the municipality. This 
structure is commonly used to provide continual access to outside advisory 
expertise, to provide a degree of autonomy to engage actively on projects 
without requiring approval from Council for every project stage and to create a 
customized governance structure.  

• A society is a not-for-profit, non-taxable organization that is sometimes also a 
separate corporate entity. Societies are formed for a specific purpose falling 
under the regulation of the Societies Act, which does not include undertaking 
business activities for profit. Societies are commonly used in British Columbia 
and Canada to provide and manage non-market housing.  

A housing society was not considered in the final evaluation as its scope is 
limited to providing non-profit housing, making it unsuitable for developing 
market housing or a potential future transition towards economic development 
goals.  

• A development corporation is a separate legal entity with well-established 
rights, powers, and abilities under the Business Corporations Act. Typically, 
corporations are formed to undertake business activities for profit, provide a 
degree of legal separation between the municipality and the corporation, and 
create a separate governance structure that can independently make decisions 
at a pace aligned with the private sector.  

A development corporation was not considered in the final evaluation as the 
administrative and start-up costs are not aligned with the need for concrete 
plans by the end of 2025 and were not considered to represent the best use of 
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the available funds given the relatively straightforward nature of the identified 
development opportunities.  

6.1 Option A: Internal Housing Department 
The first option considered was the creation of a new internal municipal 
department dedicated to housing and development. An internal housing 

structure. This department would be led by a director or manager and supported 
by one to three staff members specializing in project management, housing policy, 
and stakeholder engagement. The department would oversee the deployment of 
the housing funds, coordinate municipal housing initiatives, and manage 
partnerships or other contractual arrangements with developers, non-profits, and 
other stakeholders. 

ensuring alignment with municipal priorities. It would handle all project planning 
and delivery aspects, including identifying development opportunities, preparing 
budgets and proposals, negotiating agreements, and overseeing construction and 
operations. While embedded in the municipal structure, the department would 
prioritize collaboration with external consultants to address gaps in technical 
expertise and reduce pressure on existing staff. 

The department would require a degree of operational autonomy to streamline 
decision-making and ensure project progress efficiently, particularly for managing 
pre-
administrative framework while adding specialized capacity for housing projects. 

This approach also permits the continuation of an internal department in the short 
to medium term before further evaluation to determine whether a more dedicated 
or 
development in the future.  

Why This Model Works for Merritt 
• Integration with Municipal Systems: Aligns housing initiatives with existing 

municipal operations, ensuring consistency with broader city goals. 

• Direct Oversight: Maintains direct accountability to Council, providing clear 
reporting and transparency. 

• Cost-Effective Start-Up: Avoids the legal and administrative costs of creating a 
separate entity like a commission or corporation. 

department would be established within the City of Merritt’s existing organizational

This department would report directly to the City’s leadership team and Council,

approved budgets and partnerships. This model leverages the City’s existing

autonomous entity is warranted to continue the City’s role in housing and

Page 371 of 382

https://urbanmetrics.ca/


Municipal Development Corporation  Feasibility Study (Merritt, BC)     |     34 

 

• Scalable Expertise: Allows the City to hire specialized staff and engage 
consultants as needed, addressing capacity gaps on a project-by-project basis. 

Challenges:  
• Staff Capacity department's 

effectiveness unless significant resources are dedicated to hiring experienced 
professionals. 

• Budgetary Impact: Establishing a new department requires long-term 
budgetary commitments for salaries, benefits, and operational costs. 

• Streamlined Decision-Making: Lacks inherent autonomy from Council, 
potentially delaying project approvals and execution unless governance 
mechanisms are implemented to expedite decision-making. 

Success Factors 
• Working with External Experts: Undertaking housing and development 

projects internally will require bringing in technical experts such as architects, 
development consultants, contractors and construction project managers. How 
effectively the City scopes requests for proposals, identifies the right parties to 
work with, and manages that relationship will impact the success of the internal 
approach.  

• Satisfying Provincial Requirements: To undertake housing and development 
projects internally, the City will have to ensure it clearly defines an actionable 
strategy in deploying the residual funds for housing-related purposes and 
separates them from normal municipal operations.  

This option offers a viable path for Merritt to manage its housing funds while 
maintaining direct control. However, its success depends on the City’s ability to 
effectively address staffing and governance challenges and satisfy the necessary 
stakeholders that the funds are being used for dedicated housing purposes and not 
integrating into general revenue and municipal operations. 

6.2 Option B: Housing & Development 
Commission 

The second option considered is the creation of a housing and development 
commission. This commission would report to the Council and receive direction on 
the overall strategy but be empowered to solicit advisory services from subject 

: The City’s existing staff constraints may limit the
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matter experts, integrate the community's perspective through citizen 
 length from 

Council.  

The commission would be governed by a board that seeks to meld the 
perspectives of municipal, community organizations, and private sectors on 
housing and development and can contribute needed skills in areas such as real 
estate transactions, planning and development, construction, and project 
management.  

To demonstrate that the City has taken concrete steps to deploy the dedicated 
housing funding, the commission would have access to a dedicated housing and 
development reserve fund on terms approved by Council.  

The primary functions of the commission would be to identify partners for 
development opportunities, retain advisory services to assist in effectively scope 
projects, oversee the partnership and procurement process, and 
project manager. 

A commission would be permitted under Section 143 of the Community Charter, 
which permits a council to establish and appoint a commission to operate services, 

authority to regulate, prohibit, 
and impose requirements, or manage property and licenses held by the 
municipality. A commission would be created by an act of council with its members 
appointed by Council who would then be directed to undertake a specific scope of 
authority on its behalf. 

Why This Model Works for Merritt 
• Lower start-up costs and reduced regulatory requirements at start-up 

compared to an external corporation.  

• Ability to bring in external expertise with respect to strategic and operational 
planning. 

• Greater flexibility with regards to partnering with outside entities, including the 
private sector, non-profit groups and the First Nations. 

• Relieves Council and staff from day-to-day involvement and decision making.  

• Still accountable to Council, Mayor, and CAO, but more from a longer-term 
strategic perspective.  

Challenges 

representation on the commission’s board, and operate at arm's

undertake operation and enforcement of council’s

act as the City’s
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• Project outcomes are reliant on partners and contractors aligning with 
municipal goals.  

• While reducing the administrative burden at start-up, the lack of legal 
separation between the City and Commission means this model will require 
expertise in crafting agreements that protect municipal interests.  

Success Factors 
• Working with External Experts: This approach goes a step further to leverage 

external expertise by creating a body, in the form of the commission, to provide 
external guidance. This expertise would take the form not only of technical 
expertise provided by consultants in specific project areas, but by members of 
the committee who can assist in overall strategy, identifying potential 
consultants, and other development partners. 

• Satisfying Provincial Requirements: This approach should provide a clearer 
deploying the 

housing funds.  

 

  
    

 
   

  

 

 

Implementation Plan.

3.  Public Engagement & Consultation 

path to demonstrating a separation of the City’s approach to

This option offers a path to deploy housing funds and maintain direct municipal 
control while creating avenues to bring in external experts to sit on a board that can 
be given a degree of autonomy to pursue project objectives approved by Council.  Its 
success depends on the City’s ability to attract external experts to  community 
development opportunities and subsequently to empower an advisory board and 
staff to pursue development objectives without  onerous reporting requirements.

6.3  Next Steps
1. Council  Decision  on  Staff’s  Recommendation

Subsequent to the presentation of this Feasibility Study, Council will direct staff on
how to proceed with  the creation of a development  management approach  and 
strategy  for  deploying the housing funding.

2. Move Forward with Implementation Plan

Subject to Council’s approval, staff will proceed with the completion of an
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A core component of the Implementation Plan will be refining the goals of the 
entity  with the public and  consolidating a public mandate for a new municipal role
in development.

4.  Undertake Project Business Cases 

 

  

 

   

overall development strategy, business cases should be undertaken for each 
identified development opportunity.

5.  Finalize Implementation Plan

After identifying the required funds for each project, the implementation plan can 
be finalized subject to approval from Council.

6.  Launch the Commission  or Internal Department Model

With a public mandate and understanding of the required funds and areas of 
expertise, Council can launch the  desired approach  and  appoint members or staff 
to begin undertaking project level work. 

 

 

 

After securing a public mandate and incorporating the public’s feedback into the
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Report 
 
 

File Number: XXXX 

To:  Cynthia White, Chief Administrative Officer 

From:  Linda Brick, Director of Corporate Services  

Date:  February 7, 2025 

Subject: 2025 SILGA Resolutions 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 

THAT Council forward the attached resolutions to SILGA for consideration at the 
2025 SILGA Conference.  
 
Background: 

Municipalities in the Southern Interior annually submit resolutions in February to the 
Southern Interior Local Government Association (SILGA) which are considered at the 
SILGA conference in May which, if endorsed, are submitted to the Union of British 
Columbia Municipalities (UBCM) for province wide endorsement.  The purpose of these 
resolutions is to raise awareness of regional and provincial issues faced by municipalities 
which can be advocated on as a collective at the provincial level.   

The three proposed resolutions are derived from topics Council has expressed interest in 
addressing regionally throughout the year. 

1) Burden of Delinquent Property Taxes – Council has raised this issue with 
ministers at the UBCM in 2024 and received support from a number of 
municipalities who are facing similar issues with property taxes falling into arrears 
for three years with a burden on the general tax levy in a significantly negative 
impact.   
 

2) Modernize RCMP Funding Model – Costs for RCMP services have increased 
substantially in recent years.  UBCM has considered resolutions regarding this 
issue in 2016, 2019 and 2024.  
 

City of Merritt 
REGULAR Council Meeting 

February 11, 2025 
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3) Reimbursing Local Governments for Medical Services Provided By Local 
Government Fire and Rescue Services – communities have seen an increase in 
response calls for service for medical emergencies by their fire departments.  
UBCM has considered resolutions regarding this matter in 2023 and 2024.  
 

4) Small Community Transit Service Fund – The City is requesting that a separate 
and distinct fund be created by the provincial government to assist with funding of 
transit in small and rural communities.   
 

5) Funding for Victim Services – The City currently pays $35,000 annually to fund 
Victim Services programs in the City of Merritt. This is a provincial program that is 
vastly underfunded and critical to communities with the rise in crime that is seen 
across the province.   
 
Funding of Victim Services programs has been considered at UBCM multiple 
times going back to 2009 and most recently in 2024.  
 

The proposed resolutions are attached, Council may comment on the resolutions and 
adjust as required. The deadline for submission of resolutions for the 2025 SILGA 
Conference is February 21, 2025.   

Options / discussion 

1. Council can make comment on the drafts and request any changes or alterations; 
2. Council could endorse the resolutions and instruct that they be sent to SILGA; or, 
3. Council can receive this report for information. 

Attachments: 
 
SILGA Resolutions 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Linda Brick 
Director of Corporate Services 
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SILGA RESOLUTION #1: 
 
Burden of Delinquent Property Taxes 
 
WHEREAS municipalities are burdened by the current Community Charter allowance for 
taxpayers to become delinquent on their property taxes over a period of three years; 
 
AND WHEREAS property tax arrears significantly impact the operating capability of 
municipalities which are forced to significantly increase taxes or limit essential services; 
 
AND WHEREAS this burden is aggravated by the fact that municipalities have limited 
enforcement tools to hold taxpayers accountable, and cannot continue to subsidize non-
payment of property taxes; 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT UBCM request the Provincial Government relieve 
this unfair burden on municipalities by: 
1) Revising the Community Charter by reducing the number of years a property can be 

in arrears on their property tax; 

2) Assign a dedicated contact for municipalities to assist in dealing with properties that 

have escheated to the Crown and help remove them from property tax rolls 

expeditiously; and, 

3) Implement a province-wide, cost-effective solution for municipalities to recover taxes 

owed by mobile homes. 
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SILGA RESOLUTION #2 
 

Modernize the Police Cost Sharing Formulas 
 

WHEREAS inflation, rising equipment costs, and increasing officer salaries have made 
the existing cost sharing formulas and RCMP costs unsustainable for local governments; 
 
AND WHEREAS municipalities have no ability to negotiate or regulate the rising costs;  
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT UBCM ask the Province to work with local 
governments to develop a new RCMP funding framework that gradually increases the 
cost-share rate for local governments.  
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SILGA RESOLUTION #3 
 
Reimbursing Local Governments for Medical Services Provided By Local 
Government Fire and Rescue Services  
 
WHEREAS communities across BC are facing significant increase in calls to respond to 
emergency medical incidents; 
 
AND WHEREAS this increase in calls can be directly attributed to the prehospital patient 
care provided by fire departments in response to the opioid crisis and limited resources 
of the Provincial BC Ambulance Service; 
 
AND WHEREAS many first responder agencies have signed agreements to provide this 
service without any financial funding to support the increased service requests required 
in their communities;  
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT UBCM ask the provincial government to develop 
a funding model to compensate local governments who provide emergency medical 
services through their fire and rescue services fulfilling the responsibility of the provincial 
government with consideration given to community population and the fire departments 
authorized level of emergency medical response.  
 
  

Page 380 of 382



 6 

SILGA RESOLUTION #4 
 
Small Community Transit Service Fund 
 
WHEREAS transit costs in small communities for the operation and leasing of vehicles 
continues to rise at a rate that is unaffordable for maintaining systems with smaller 
population bases; 
 
AND WHEREAS the transit riders in rural and small communities rely on the systems to 
attend appointments in larger urban centres and to commute to places of employment; 
 
AND WHEREAS rural and small communities have limited tax bases to draw on to pay 
for increased costs they are facing reductions in transit services to limited routes; 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT UBCM ask the provincial government to develop 
a funding model for a small community transit service fund in addition to the small 
community transfer tax to support continuation of the vital links between and within 
smaller communities for those with limited means of transportation.   
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SILGA RESOLUTION #5 
 
Victim Services Program Funding 
 
WHEREAS Victim Service Programs provide support and assistance to victims of crime; 
 
AND WHEREAS a variety of agencies and local governments deliver Victim Services 
Programs in different communities, with varying degrees of expertise and resources; 
 
AND WHEREAS the funding formula for Victim Services is built around population it does 
not take into consideration the absence of a Community Based Program resulting in the 
responsibility falling on local police based programs along with additional responsibilities 
of committees, such as being the facilitator for Integrated Case Assessment Teams 
(ICAT);  
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT UBCM ask the Provincial government to fully 
fund all victim services programs in British Columbia.   
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